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~The Best Collection-Envelope Service | 


| for Presbyterian Churches i, || 
| Economy.—We offer you the same low net money-saving prices | 
regardless of when your order is placed. Payment thirty days after 
first date on envelopes. 

Complete Service.—Every size, color and variation of the envelope 
system supplied. Let us quote on your special requirements and submit 
samples. 





Cooperation.—The patronage of our churches not only helps us give 
better and more economical service to all churches, but helps support many 
forms of service that would not be possible without your cooperation. 


Ask Your Church Treasurer 5 |— 
to Be Sure to Order | 


Presbyterian Special-Message Envelopes—— 
: 1932-33 Deries 


Every contributor is entitled to receive the information (52 different | 
messages printed on the backs of the offering envelopes) which tells him | | 
how, through his offering, he participates in the work of his church. | 
Presbyterian Special-Message Envelopes tell the contributor how and 
where and why. 


L { —, 








Presbyterian Special-Message Envelopes are interesting, informative 
and inspirational. They deal with every phase of the work of the Pres- 
byterian Church. 


| They encourage participation in the work of the Church, increased 
| interest in and support for the local church, maintain and increase con- 
| tributions. 
| 








TREASURERS, ATTENTION! 


| If you haven’t received complete information about the envelope | / 
| service of the Presbyterian Committee of Publication, please ask for it 
| before you order. You can save money for your church; you can get 

| a more complete, result-producing and valuable envelope system. t 
| 

| 


Specially printed sets require time—Write today! | : 


PRESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATION 


| Richmond, Va., or Texarkana, Ark.-Texas 





















































OFFICIAL STUDY BOOKS 


Woman’s Auxiliary Bible Study for 1932-1933 


STUDYING THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS 


By M. R. TURNBULL, D. D. 


Two Books Have Been Prepared— 


SPECIAL TEACHERS’ TEXT-BOOK EDITION 


PRICE 35 CENTS 
THE STUDENTS’ HAND BOOK 
PRICE 10 CENTS 
Be sure to give exact title and price when ordering either of above two books. 


IMPORTANT— 


Each member of the Bible class should have a copy of “The Students’ Hand Book.” 
The Teacher should have a copy of each book. 











It Is Still Available 


The Church Calendar 
of Prayer for 1932 





A GREAT BOOK AT : 
LESS THAN HALF PRICE e 


The Virgin Birth of Christ 


By J. G. Machen, D. D., Litt. D. $4.15 
Original Price, *5.00—Reduced to 


Many ministers and others have wanted 
this great book, but could not buy it because 
of the price. Now it is one of the greatest 
bargains in our book stock. 





Those who have not yet secured their Prayer 




























Calendar for this year should send for a copy 
at once. Remember, it is so arranged as to 
guide one intelligently and systematically in 
prayer for the various objects and persons 
officially connected with our Church, both at 


home and in foreign mission lands. Send for 
it today. 


Price 15c 








It is unnecessary to introduce the author, 
for he is one of the best known New Testa- 
ment authorities in this country. A full study 
of any New Testament doctrine by him com- 
mands attention. This big, carefully prepared 
book is such a study. It will be a wonderful 
addition to any minister’s library. 

Equipped with a complete index in two 
parts—first, by names and subjects; second, 
by Biblical passages. , 

A big book, octavo size, containing over 
400 pages. It is printed on light-weight paper 
and will be found easy to hold and read. 











At Less Than Half-Price | 





In order to close out the remaining volumes of Dr. I. S. McElroy’s fine history of Presbyterian 
Theological Education in Kentucky, orders for the book, “The Louisville Presbyterian Theological 


Seminary,” will be filled at the price of 50c each. 


featuring a great institution, and is worthy of a place in any Presbyterian’s library. 


Order from 


(Former price, $1.25.) It is a great statement, 


PRESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATION 


Richmond, Va., or Texarkana, Ark.-Texas 
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Preparing Leaders in Religious Education 
for the Church 


By REV. E. B. PAISLEY 


(This is the first of several articles presenting the work and activities of the General Assembly’s Training School.) 


T IS the aim of the General Assembly’s Training 

School to produce a consecrated and efficient lay 

leadership for the Church. This leadership we 
believe must be loyal to God as revealed in Christ and 
by the Holy Spirit, to the Bible as the Word of God, 
to the Kingdom of God on earth, and to the Church. 
It must also be subordinate to the ordained leaders 
of the church, the teaching and ruling elders. 

It is almost impossible to prepare a leader who is 
equally proficient in every line of religious work, and 
yet the demands of the Church upon each one, clerical 
or lay, are varied and exacting. In an earnest en- 
deavor to provide qualified leaders we have divided 
our work into three departments: That of English 
a of Religious Education, and of General Church 
Vork. 


In our catalog we say: 


“It is recommended that choice of Department by the 
students be made as follows: 

“For those who wish to teach Bible in schools or 
colleges or expect to enter Foreign Mission service, 
Department I is recommended. 

“For those who wish to teach Religious Education 
or work in this branch in congregations or in the Home 
Mission fields, and for those who will work as Pas- 
tor’s Assistants where the office work is minimized and 
the church work magnified, Department II is recom- 
mended. 

“For those who wish to become Pastors’ Assistants 
where the office work is of chief concern, but where 
some work will be done among the young people or 


in the church generally, Department III is reconi- 
mended.” 


The student majoring in each of these departments 
has much work in all of them. We are attempting 
to give each student a broad general knowledge as wel! 
as specific knowledges and skills. 

_The Department of Religious Education has for its 
aim the training of leaders to know certainly, to love 
passionately, and to guide intelligently, growing per- 
Sons as they develop in Christian experience. There- 


fore it emphasizes the principles, history, methods, ma- 
terials, and organization of Christian education, This, 
of course, includes a study of psychology with especial] 
emphasis upon spiritual characteristics. It depends 
largely upon the Bible Department to furnish the 
content of Christian experience, and upon the Depart- 
ment of General Church Work to give a knowledge 
of the missions, polity, doctrine, and life of the 
Church. 

The Training School, beginning with the graduating 
class of 1933, will offer two degrees to properly quali- 
fied students completing the requirements of this 
school. It will give the degree of Bachelor of Re- 
ligious Education to students of junior college stand- 
ing who complete two years work at the Training 
School, and the degree of Master of Religious Educa- 
tion to students who are graduates of standard col- 
leges and complete two years graduate work. 

Let us suppose that you are a student of junior 
college standing entering the Training School and de- 
sirous of majoring in religious education. What would 
be your course? You must complete twenty-eight 
hours in the Department of Religious Eduction, four- 
teen hours in the Department of Bible, and twelve 
hours in the Department of General Church Work, 
and sixteen hours you may elect in any department. 
These electives are to be chosen in consultation with 
the head of the Department in which you are majoring. 

You would begin in the fall with The Theory of 
Religious Education. This is a course designed to 
enable you to answer clearly, “What is Christian re- 
ligious education and where does it take place?” At 
the same time you would work in the Psychology of 
Childhood, studying the religious nature and char- 
acteristics of the child from birth to adolescence, and 
how this child develops in spiritual life. Also you 
would study Methods of Teaching Children in the 
Church School. This course presents the materials 
to be used with nursery class, beginners, primaries, 
and juniors, and the methods to be used with them. 
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A course in Bible and in Church Office Administra- 
tion or Typing would complete your schedule. 

In the intensive January term you would be at- 
tacking the problem of the Curriculum. Here is 
studied the history of the Sunday-school curriculum 
and the principles now used in preparing the new 
materials. At the same time you would be a member 
of a group studying Psychology for Religious Work- 
ers. This group is seeking to arrive at a knowledge 
and use of principles of the growth of Christian per- 
sonality. Another Bible unit would give you a total 
schedule. 

In the spring term the class is ready to turn to the 
Psychology of Adolescence and to Methods of Teach- 
ing Young People. These courses center the thoughts 
of the class upon the life problems of young people 
and the materials and methods of our own church 
school. Also you would be studying an Introduction 
to Philosophy, a course designed to present a Christian 
approach to the great questions that engage all thought- 
ful minds, questions of God, freedom, and immortality. 
Those who expect to engage in Vacation Church 
School work may take Expanded Program of Religious 
‘Education, in which the class builds its own curricu- 
lum for use in vacation schools. A course in Bible 
and Church Administration or Typing fills the rest 
of the schedule. 

In the senior year the class begins with The His- 
tory of Religious Education, This is a survey of how 
the Church has attempted to teach her faith from the 
Old Testament times to the present. The Church's 
Program for Adults completes the methods courses. 
Two hours a week must be spent in practice teaching. 
A Bible Course and a study of Social Case Work are 
the other requirements. 

Again the intensive January term offers The Church’s 
Program for Young People. This is a study of the 
principles underlying Young People’s work and an 
intensive survey of the Kingdom Highway Program. 
‘Educational Aspects of Worship offers a study of the 
nature of worship and the making of worship pro- 
grams for young people. There is opportunity for 
another Bible course or a study of Parish Visitation. 

The spring term offers an opportunity to work on 
The Organization and Administration of the Church 
School, This course seeks to answer the question, 
“How can we successfully organize and administer a 
church school in the Presbyterian Church?” During 
this term the student in this Department has the op- 
portunity to enroll in courses in Theology, Church His- 
tory, Religions of the World, and the Bible. 

The courses mentioned, as you see, offer thorough 
and extensive study in the field of religious education. 
It is the aim of the instructors to keep them both 
scholarly and practical. 


THE GRADUATE DEPARTMENT 


The leader in Christian religious education must 
be competent. This calls for splendid personality with 
all the good training possible. Hence we welcome 
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college graduates to the Training School, and encow- 
age them to work for the Master’s degree. Much of 
our work must be technical training. Hence we com- 
bine undergraduates and graduates in these technical 
courses. But we offer to the graduates seminar work 
in the Departments of Religious Education and the 
Bible. These courses demand much independent 
work, 


The seminars are as follows: 

The Literature of Religious Education. In this we 
read extensively the more serious contributions to the 
theory of religious education to answer for one’s self 
the question, “What makes education Christian?” Re- 
ports are given and discussions are led by each mem- 
ber of the class. 

In the Psychology of Religion a study is made of 
prayer, sin, conversion, mysticism, the subconscious, 
and principles of Christian growth. All of this is 
from the standpoint of psychology as applied to re- 
ligious experience. 

An opportunity for independent work in curriculum 
construction is offered in the seminar on Materials of 
Religious Education. After a thorough investigation 
of present available materials the student prepares a 
brief unit, as if for publication, for that department 
of the Church School which the student may elect. 

The seminar in Methods of Religious Education 
calls for an extensive study of the methods of teach- 
ing in either the elementary or secondary division of 
the Church School. Students in this course must 
themselves conduct a school of week-day religious edu- 
cation. 

There is also a thesis seminar in which the student 
consults with the professor in the preparation of the 
thesis which is required before graduate recognition is 
given. 

Other seminar courses are taken in the Department 
of Bible. 


The Graduate Department is attempting to provide 
opportunities for independent work which will truly 
prepare its students to attack and successfully ac 
complish difficult tasks in the church. 


We believe that the problems of Christian educa 
tion demand the best of leadership. We urge college 
graduates to consider the opportunities in this field and 
to come to work with us in our study of these prob- 
lems. 


Courses in this department are offered by Dr. E. B. 
Paisley, the head of the department; Dr. W. T. 
Thompson, head of the department of Religious Edu: 
cation in Union Theological Seminary; Miss Natalie 
Lancaster, dean of the School; Miss Elizabeth 
McE. Shields, Superintendent of the Children’s Di 
vision; Miss Orene MclIlwain, Director of Leader 
ship Training, and Miss Atha Bowman, Assistat! 
Superintendent of the Children’s Division. The lat 
three are members of the Staff of the Department o 
Religious Education in our Church. 
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What Is at Stake in the Disarmament 


Conference 
By HON. WILLIAM R. CASTLE, Jr., Under-Secretary of State 


(This address, here presented in abbreviated form, was delivered in Boston on September 22nd, 1931, 
and gives us vital information of great interest in the present world situation.) 


from others in that it is world-wide. Every- 

body, vaguely; knows what has caused it, and no- 
body knows more than vaguely—nobody, at least, 
clearly understands all its causes or all the reasons 
for its long continuance, and it would be much better 
to leave this detailed study to future historians. It is 
safe enough to say, however, that the seeds of the de- 
pression were sown in the World War. There was 
tremendous loss of life, irreplaceable, altogether tragic; 
and this was disheartening, slowed up the economic 
machine where it could least afford to slow up. There 
was tremendous loss of property which had to be re- 
placed, and the necessity of immediate replacement 
caused an artificial stimulation in production, a gearing 
of the machinery of production so high that when the 
pressure was removed the machinery ceased to function 
properly. There was tremendous loss of actual wealth. 
The billions wasted in munitions brought no return 
whatsoever. 

This economic depression is world-wide and there 
cannot be complete relief to any one nation until im- 
provement also is world-wide. Politically nations are 
separate, but economically they are becoming every 
day more interdependent. This is inevitable with the 
growth in transportation and communication facilities. 
This nearness of the nations to each other helps to 
make the conditions in any one important to all others. 

I have heard people question why the American 
Government should have moved to assist Germany 
when there was so much suffering here at home, and 
to those who do not realize the economic interdepend- 
ence of the world the question is natural enough. The 
failure of the purchasing power of any nation reacts 
on all other nations depresses everywhere the standard 
of living. What we want to do in this country is 
to give work, not a dole. When the President moved 
to save Europe from disaster one of his principal aims 
was to give work to the American people, through 
maintaining the purchasing power of other nations. 
He wanted to help dispose of our cotton and our 
wheat and our manufactured goods, He made a bold 
move because the facts necessitated just such a move. 

Another of the avowed purposes of the American 
Government is to bring about, or help to bring about, 
teal limitation and reduction of armament. Possibly 
the economic facts of the present day may help on 
this great cause. Competition in armament is one 
of the greatest of war breeders and all wars leave an 
aftermath of depression which brings suffering into 
every home. There is no longer any real victor in a 
War because when the war is over victor and van- 
quished both suffer the consequences of the slaughter 


T's PRESENT economic depression is different 


and the waste. The world has known this for a long 
time and has done little or nothing about it, but now 
there is added the grim fact that the nations can no 
longer afford the luxury of excessive armament. 
Have you ever thought of the cost, for example, of a 
battleship? There is the initial cost of some $40,000,- 
000. There is the cost of some $2,000,000 annually 
to keep the ship in commission. Enormous sums are 
spent in overhauling and in modernizing parts. At 
the end of twenty-five years the ship is scrapped. If 
you add all these sums, with compound interest at 
five per cent, it will be found that every battleship costs 
the nation during the course of its life a minimum of 
$250,000,000. It would be foolish to say that such 
a sum is dead loss. In building, the ship afforded 
work for hundreds of men. It supported a large 
crew during the years of its life. But, on the other 
hand, think what benefit that money would have given 
had it been used constructively—-for schools and col- 
leges, for factories and farms, for the development 
of waterways, for reforestation, for scientific research. 
Perhaps this nation of ours can afford the luxury 
of battleships. Indeed they are not a luxury while 
others have them and while there is still any danger 
of war in the world. The destruction which an enemy 
might do to our unprotected coast far outweighs the 
cost of a battle fleet. But some nations, unable t¢ 


afford them, still spend money on them, on all formgye™ | 
of armament, that might far better be spent in build- 


ing up constructive forces, in raising the standards 
of the people which have been lowered because the 
wealth of the nation is wasted in armament. Yet, 
since fear and the instinct of self-preservation are 
among the strongest forces of life, we cannot blame 
those poorer nations. Their coasts and their frontiers 
must be defended just as ours must be. It all comes 
down to this question of competition and, although we 
are too distant to be a threat to most nations, I can- 
not believe that we should not be among the first 
to agree to any kind of cut in armament which would 
give confidence and would yet leave us, in comparison 
with others, as strong as we are today. I have used 
the battleship as an example, not because a battleship 
is any worse than any other form of armament but 
merely as a symbol that illustrates the expense. Huge 
land armies are as wasteful, or fleets of minor naval 
craft, or enormous guns. No one nation can cut its 
armaments to the bone because there is always pos- 
sible the madness or the cupidity of other nations. 
Every nation must protect itself. But on the other 
hand no nation is safer with a high general level of 
armaments than it would be with a low general level 
if the level is everywhere proportional. It is said that 
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the world spends annually three billion dollars on 
armaments and yet it is clear that individual] nations 
would be just as safe if the volume of this construc- 
tion were proportionately cut down one-half or three- 
quarters. Every nation needs an army for internal 
police purposes but beyond this every soldier is a 
potential offensive force. Every maritime nation needs 
a navy for coast defense and defense of its shipping, 
but every ship beyond this need is a potential danger 
to peace. And the smaller the various navies are the 
better, so long as the decrease is proportional. 

We fought, or said we fought, a war to end war. 
We have made anti-war treaties that cover the globe. 
But as long as we pour money into competitive arma- 
ment we admit that war is always imminent; we make 
a travesty of our high-sounding treaties. We keep 
fear alive; we pile taxes on taxes and the money that 
should go to make life easier for every man, woman 
and child goes into potential instruments for the de- 
struction of life. You and I, as individuals, try to 
use our money to build up, not to tear down. Surely 
we ought to demand of governments standards at least 
as high as we hold for ourselves. Much, it is true, 
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has already been accomplished. The London Treaty, 
negotiated and signed last year, put an end to com- 
petitive building in all classes of ships on the part of 
the three great naval nations. But this was only a 
beginning. ‘Tonnages could not then be cut as they 
should be. But, aside from the navies, it is certain 
that many armies are unnecessarily large. Guns and 
fortifications should be reduced. ‘There is serious 
danger in the over-development of air forces, the over- 
building of airplanes for war purposes. In Geneva 
the nations will have an opportunity to show their 
goodwill and, incidentally, to restore national budgets 
to reasonable dimensions. But public opinion must 
be behind the negotiators to give them courage. 

I hope, therefore, that you will all stand behind 
your Government in working earnestly for that limita- 
tion of armament which, maintaining national security, 
will turn a vast proportion of the world’s wealth away 
from destructive to constructive purposes. This should 
be the greatest single step which is internationally pos- 
sible toward bringing the world back to prosperity. 


—Federal Council Bulletin. 





T IS not our fault that we are accustomed to think 
of George Washington exclusively as soldier and 
statesman. Popular history has pictured him to us 

in no other role. 


Yet nothing is clearer from Washington’s own writ- 
ings than that farming, not soldiering, was his real 
vocation and chief joy. The greater part of his life 
was spent on the farm. Most of his writings were 
devoted to scientific farming. It was from the soil 
and not in politics that he accumulated one of the 
largest fortunes of his day. 


When the duties of military leadership and state- 
craft were thrust upon him he always took them up 
with reluctance. The campaign over, the term of 
office ended, he laid the burden down with genuine 
relief and hastened back to his beloved fields. 


In 1788, just before he became President, Wash- 
ington wrote to Arthur Young, of England: “The 
more I am acquainted with agricultural affairs, the 
better I am pleased with them, insomuch that I can 
nowhere find so great satisfaction as in those inno- 
cent and useful pursuits.” Even in his early twen- 
ties, after his first campaign against the French, and 
again after the Revolution, we find him expressing 
the same deep satisfaction on retiring to the farm, 
where, said he, “I hope to find more happiness in re- 
tirement than I ever experienced in a wide, bustling 
world.” 

Had fate not decreed that Washington should be- 
come “the father of his country,” he would undoubted- 


George Washington: Farmer 


The Washington Monument, Washington, D. C. 
Copyright by H. H. Rideout 
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ly have been known as “the father of scientific agri- 
culture in America.” 

Receiving from his father’s estate at the age of 
eleven a 280-acre farm, he added to it by purchase 
1,000 acres more by the time he was twenty. At 
twenty-two he leased Mount Vernon, the 2,500-acre 
estate of his half-brother, Lawrence, and a few years 
later became its owner by inheritance. About this 
same time he married the wealthy Widow Custis and 
thus acquired legal title to her estate. Thus, before 
he was thirty, he possessed thousands of acres of land, 
a vast domain to which he continued to add until late 
in life. 

Washington was no standpatter either in politics 
or agriculture. We find him ordering from England 
a book on “the best system now extant in agriculture” 
and again “‘a new system of agriculture, or a speedy 
way to grow rich.” He studied all the standard works 
on the subject by English and French authors and 
from them made hundreds of pages of laborious 
notes, covering a long period of years. 

He imported a patent plow, made another “of my 
own invention which answered very well,” invented 
a “barrel plow,” or “drill,” for planting all sorts of 
seeds and was “very proud of it,” built on English 
plans “the largest and most convenient barn in this 
country,” constructed an improved threshing floor 
and later a threshing machine, purchased a Dutch 
fan, a machine for gathering clover seed, and another 


for raking up wheat—all of which were at least fifty 
years ahead of the times. 
Washington conducted hundreds of agricultural ex- 


periments, carefully recording the results. He gave 
the closest attention to seed selection (‘the best will 
produce the best,’ he said), imported and tried out 
alfalfa (he had a considerable field of it in 1798), 
clover, rye, timothy, trefoil, spelt, barley, field beans, 
peas, vetch, guinea grass, and other varieties new to 
Virginia. He even tried to grow cotton and hemp. 
He experimented with deep plowing and fall plowing, 
steeped his seed wheat in brine and alum to prevent 
smut, sought means of controlling the Hessian fly, 
and made careful experiments to determine the exact 
stage at which wheat should be cut. He even counted 
the number of all sorts of seeds in a pound, so as to 
know better how much to sow per acre. 

Soil conservation was his constant study. He pro- 
tested vigorously against the common practice of run- 
ning land to death and sought in every way to save 
and improve his own. He worked out elaborate 
schemes for the rotation of crops—corn, potatoes, 
Wheat, buckwheat, clover, and grass—three grain 
crops in seven years. He tried many combinations 
of natural fertilizers and experimented with plaster 
of Paris and powdered stone. The “inexhaustible 
fund” of rich soil in the bed of the Potomac River al- 
lured him constantly, and he never gave up the search 
for a way to get it out and spread it on his fields. 
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Washington was also a skilful horticulturist. At 
Mount Vernon he planted the widest variety of fruits 
—apples, peaches, pears, plums, cherries, quinces, 
grapes, mulberries, and pecans. Many of these trees 
he grafted with his own capable hands. 


A great lover of natural beauty, he began in 1768 
the effort to transplant to the Mount Vernon grounds 
specimens of every native tree and shrub noted for 
beauty of form, leaf, or flower. This purpose he fol- 
lowed up persistently throughout his life. We find 
him transplanting ivy, hawthorn, honeysuckle, jas- 
mine, cypress, crab apple, holly, magnolia, pine, sassa- 
fras, red bud, lilac, mock orange, locust, chestnut, 
hickory, filbert, and many other domestic and foreign 
trees—even mahogany, breadfruit, and royal palms. 
As some one has recently said: ‘The visitor to Mount 
Vernon still finds a charm no art can give in trees 
from various climes, each a witness of the taste that 
sought or the love that sent it.” 


Washington was a pioneer also in the raising of 
livestock. He was the first to introduce the mule to 
America by way of a magnificent jack sent over to 
him by the King of Spain. This splendid sire he sent 
throughout the South, and thus widely introduced 
the sturdy hybrid which has since done so much of 
America’s, heavy work. He kept many mares and a 
number of fine stallions, one a full-blooded Arabian. 
He was very fond of horses, and himself “broke” and 
trained many of them. He sought under great diffi- 
culties to breed up his sheep and improve their fleece. 
He brought over an English bull and experimented 
with an imported strain of hogs. 

For some years Washington’s principal crop wasg 
tobacco, which he raised on a large scale. Howevery 
recognizing its ruinous effect on the soil, he soon3® 


abandoned it and turned to other crops, chiefly wheat. — 


His land was naturally poor and the yield per acre 
meager, but with several thousand acres under cul- 
tivation he made money, his receipts usually running 
around ten thousand dollars a year. 

Washington the farmer was the first great Ameri- 
can conservationist. He recognized the sacred obli- 
gation of every man to preserve for future genera- 
tions the earth’s natural resources. To the day of his 
death he was a pattern of progressiveness—open- 
minded, inquiring, eagerly seeking every means of 
improving his produce and his methods. To future 
generations his example may well be a lesson in the 
dignity of labor, the scientific and aesthetic possibili- 
ties of life on the soil, and the beauty and peace of a 
well-poised soul. As Haworth has so well said: “Peace 
hath its victories no less renowned than war, and the 
picture of the American Cincinnatus, striving as ear- 
nestly on the green fields of Mount Vernon as he did 
upon the scarlet ones of Monmouth and Brandywine, 
is one that the world cannot afford to forget.”—R. B. 
ELeazer in Christian Advocate. 








Through the Air on a Thread 


(The Sunday-school membership of the world, now numbering over 37,000,000, is related to the Eleventh 
Convention of the World’s Sunday School Association, which will meet in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, July 25-31, 
1932. The following article gives interesting data concerning the Convention city. This is the third of our 
RAMBLES AROUND RIO, by Phyllis Irwin, and is reprinted from “The Brazilian American.” ) 

Cuts used by courtesy of World’s Sunday School Association. 





once, you relax and peer down out of the windows. 
Houses, trees and streets are dropping away below you. 
The car rises steadily and surely, and in a moment 
there is a fine view of Botafogo and the bay on one 
side, and the Atlantic, on the other. People are shrink- 
ing to mere dots, the station you left is like a doll’s 
house. You turn to look ahead and find a wall of 
granite looming before you. Surely the car is going 
to hit,—wait, wait, slow down, stop it, it will never 
rise enough to enter the opening! ‘The car hesitates, 
almost stops, then with a lurch and a swing, it pulls 





Rio de Janeiro from the skies 


ROM the first glimpse of the Sugar Loaf, one is 
possessed by a longing to view the world from 
its peak, a longing that only leaves when one is 

about to step into the car that travels to the heights. 
“First of all we must visit Sugar Loaf,” you say 
impressively to your companion, whose eyes are fixed 
with fearful fascination on the atom of a car swinging 
through space. There is a protesting murmur which 
you pretend not to hear, and on the first clear after- 
noon you plan to make the ascent to see the sun set 
and watch the lights of the city come on. 


Then comes that moment when you pause with your 


_ foot on the step of the car and gaze up at the slen- 


der cables overhead. In a few seconds your life will 
be depending on those wires, two cables no bigger 
around than a broomstick. ‘They look old and worn, 
too, a little frayed in places. Suppose one should 
break—the weight of the car would certainly part the 
other. And what of all the stories you have heard, 
of the time when the car stuck in the middle, and 
the passengers had to be lowered hundreds of feet by 
ropes, or the people who were marooned at the top 
for hours when the wind blew so hard that it was un- 
safe for the car to mount? The pit of your stomach 
feels cold, but it is too late now to back down. You 
step firmly into the car, that sways and bounces with 
every movement, and plump yourself down on one 
of the benches along the side. 

At least it is larger than you expected. It will carry 
eighteen or twenty passengers at one load—though 
heaven grant that there may not be that many with 
the cables looking so worn. You do not realize that 
every inch of those cables is examined, day by day, 
by a man riding on the top of the very car in which 
you ride. There is a grinding of the mighty wheels 
behind you and, with a jolt and a lurch, the car 
swings out into space. At first you cling tightly to 
the seat, muscles tense, ready for anything, then, when 
you can feel no movement, and you are not killed at 
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up to the steps. 


The first stage of the trip is over. 
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You breathe a sigh of relief when you feel firm ground 
beneath your feet. 

Step out of the station onto the top of Urca, over 
seven hundred feet high, completely separated from 
Sugar Loaf by a deep valley spanned by more than 
twenty-six hundred feet of cable. There is a short 
walk over to the other side of the summit, where 
you take the second car. It is hard not to linger and 
admire the view of the city, but you must hurry to 
catch the other car, which leaves in a few minutes. 
Besides, the best is ahead, do not be satisfied with 
this restricted horizon. 

There is another sigh, a sigh of regret, as you leave 
the solid rock once more to swing out between sky and 
earth. The threads of cable mount so steeply, and 
the peak is so far away. Far, far below are the soft 
greens of the tree tops. Would they break one’s fall, 
or would one go crashing through to earth? The ugly 
black vultures wheel and circle in the abyss, awakening 
thought so hideous and as dark. Then your eyes seek 
distant horizons, and the glory of the view wipes every 
other thought from your mind. How could anything 
be so beautiful? Yet, as you mount higher and 
higher, the aspect grows more wonderful. Before you 
realize it, the car has stopped and you are at the top. 

Don’t pause to see the wonders on every side, but 
go straight to the pavilion, to the highest point of 
all. You remember how tiny it looked from below, 
and how you wondered at its precarious position, 
and you laugh at yourself. There is room enough 
for a regiment. You hasten up the stairs and reach 
the upper floor, only to pause bewildered by the beauty 
spread around you. Then your heart thumps with 
exultation. There is something godlike in standing 
up there on that single lofty crag, with the world at 
your feet. 

To the south spreads the Atlantic, losing itself in 
sunset clouds, foaming white against tiny islands along 
the coast. In the west a hot, red sun is setting beyond 
Gavea Mountain, whose square top stands dark and 
purple against the glowing sky. Nearer is the sweep- 
ing circle of Copacabana Beach, with its cardboard 
houses, and just beyond, Ipanema curving gently to the 
very foot of those twin peaks, the Two Brothers. To the 
north spreads the city and the bay, a living map. The 
widespread fingers of the mountains stretch yearningly 
toward the waters, the tiny houses creeping, crawling. 
ever closer, thicker, higher. Here at your very feet 
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Copacabana Beach—one of Rio’s beautiful sea fronts 


is the entrance to the harbor, with its guardian forts. 
It was at Fort Sao Joao, under Sugar Loaf, that the 
first settlers landed in Rio, and their settlement was 
near that little cove just inside the bay. Botafogo 
gleams rosy red in the sunset light, but Flamengo and 
Laranjeiras, beyond, are dim with the shadow of Cor- 
covado that stretches long across the bay to the further 
shores of Nictheroy. Down in the heart of town a 
few faint lights are already gleaming, and far beyond 
in the suburb of Sao Christovao there is a twinkling 
like will-o’-the-wisps, or flickering stars. On the 
placid waters of the bay the islands float li'e mirages 
in a sea of silver, Governador, Ilha cas Cobras, and 
even distant Paqueta. Far away against the darken- 
ing sky is the faint outline of the Finger of God, 
pointing toward the first pale stars. 

The glow has faded from the sky, a hush lies over 
all the world,—over the gently heaving ocean, over 
the sprawling city, over the majestic form of Cor- 
covado, aloof and lonely. Watch closely now for 
the lights, the illumination of the city that is one of 
the sights of Rio. Look! “There they go! Section 
by section, the lights flash on, Flamengo, Botafogo, 


Copacabana and dis‘ant Ipanema, until the whole city*===™ 


blazes with light and festoons of lights follow the 
curving lines of the shore the famous Neck- 
lace of Rio. What a sight it is! A fairy city, a 
dream place of unsurpassed beauty. Who would guess 
that a million and a half people live and die amid 
those lights, leading the same stupid little lives that 
their brothers lead in the newest town of wooden 
shacks in the midst of a prairie. What a shame that 
one must ever descend to earth again, swing through 
the air, down the cobweb strand of wire, back to the 
solid ground beneath one’s feet! 





Attention A. T. S. Alumnae 


A special effort is being made to compile a complete and correct. list 
of those who have been students at the Assembly’s Training Schocl. Will 
you please send your present name and address, your position, and any 
other interesting information about yourself, to Pauline Lichliter, 3400 
Brook Road, Richmond, Va. Be sure to give your name when a student 
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What Is the Matter with the Budget? 


By EDWARD D. GRANT 


OR a long time the budget system has been operat- 
bk ing more or less successfully in our churches. It 
seems rather late in the day to question the wis- 

dom of the budget system, and yet in some quarters 
this is being done. Unfortunately, times of financial 
pressure are usually times of criticism of everything 
connected with church finance. It may be that a new 
appraisal of the budget system is needed, with a closer 
study of its merits and demerits resulting in a frank 
and honest attempt to remedy such 


his board’s work, said: “The budget has become a 
wall in front to prevent advance instead of a wall 
behind tc prevent retreat.” This summarizes what is 
perhaps one of the most familiar abuses of the budget 
system. Although our General Assembly has over 
and over insisted that the budget of a local church 
is never to be taken as the maximum goal of a church's 
efforts in giving, in reality most churches so regard it, 
and give accordingly. If a church’s benevolent goal 
is $1,000, this figure becomes “the 





weaknesses as may be discovered. 
However, a distinction needs to 
be made at the outset of any dis- 
cussion of this sort. There is a 
vast difference between a “‘system”’ 
as ideally drawn up, and the “op- 
eration” of that system. Few, if 
any, believe that the budget can 
be dispensed with in local churches 
today. It has gained a foothold 





Pastors 


Have your church officers 
all plans made for the 
Every Member Canvass? 


amount which has to be raised,” 
instead of “the smallest amount 
the Assembly expects.” Thus the 
system has in the hands of its 
operators been laid open to the at- 
tack that it substitutes “man-made 
standards” of giving in place of 
Scriptural standards. Note, how- 
ever, that the budget was never 
intended to set up standards of giv- 








in nearly every local organization, 
and in spite of its defécts has merited all the en- 
thusiasm to which its most ardent supporters give ex- 
pression. But where the system is abused, or where 
the budget is handled in a way never intended by its 
originators or by the General Assembly, the budget 
cannot rightly be blamed, and it should not be relegated 
to the rubbish heap without a careful study of all the 
facts. 


In the years of its operation the budget has com- 
pletely reconstructed local church financing. It has 
brought order out of chaos, relieved the pastor of much 
anxiety, given the diaconate a workable basis for their 
financial program, and has presented to the congrega- 
tion at one glance a picture of their financial respon- 
sibilities. Yet, as we face our financial distress, and 
every organization in the Church is facing an abnormal 
amount of criticism, it is only “normal” that the budget 
should come under fire. And some benefits may come 
from this, principally that it will force us to recognize 
that there are several abuses not inherent in the system 
that need to be corrected. Let us look at these more 
in detail. 


Tue BupGET AS A STANDARD OF GIVING 


A prominent board secretary of a sister denomina- 
tion, speaking of the budget system and its effect upon 
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ing but to establish minimum 
amounts required to cover the Church’s needs. If the 
local church, therefore, accepts the Church’s “mini- 
mum needs” as its standard of giving, it surely is not 
the fault of the system but rather the short-sightedness 
of the local church operators of the system. Here is 
where ministers face a challenging piece of educational 
work which no outsider or committee or agency can do 
for them. Congregations and church officers, in a 
perfectly human way, are always seeking the easy way 
out. It is easier to raise the budget—for it is some- 
thing definite and tangible—than to raise the “most a 
congregation can give.” This latter requires a tre- 
mendous spiritual effort, and it may require sacrifice. 
Leaders in a local church campaign of this sort must 
first set the church an example by sacrificing. It may 
be at this point more than at any other that “raising 
budgets” is more popular than raising “as God hath 
prospered.” 


Hat¥Fr-BupDGETS 


Some years ago while listening to a group of church 
officers discussing the church budget and methods of 
putting on the Every Member Canvass, I inquired the 
amount that had been placed in the budget for benevo- 
lences. None of these officers knew. That had not 
been called to their attention before and they had not 
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figured on it. They felt that if they could just get all 
the current expenses out of the way anything over 
that amount could go to benevolences. Anyway, the 
Woman’s Auxiliary usually looked after Church be- 
nevolences while the officers gave themselves to the more 
difficult job of raising church expenses. 

Instead of calling this a budget one might more 
aptly call it a “half-budget.” Such a system fully 
cares for ‘‘Number One” while it leaves the Woman’s 
Auxiliary to look after the rest. It may be that a 
good many churches belong to the “half-budget” class 
and are leaving it to the women to attend to the 
benevolences. Perhaps local financial pressure ‘is such 
that this seems to be inescapable. And yet can we 
honestly blame the budget system with the Church’s 
failure to rise the necessary funds for benevolences, 
or shall we lay this charge where it belongs? 


“TMPERSONAL-NESS” OF THE BUDGET 


There is one charge laid at the door of the budget 
system which in a sense it can never escape. The 
budget has no voice with which to 
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own with which to proclaim its message, and must, 
therefore, plead guilty to being “impersonal.” 


MeEcHANICS WitHOUT DyNAMIcs 


The budget is nothing more than a piece of Church 
machinery. This cannot be denied. It is neither 
self-starting nor self-operating. It is just an imper- 
sonal, inert plan, having life only as life is imparted 
to it, and having spiritual dynamic only as this is 
injected into it. Here again the system may become 
the victim of its operators, to be praised if they use 
it wisely and successfully, to be condemned as “mere 
mechanics” if used otherwise. When will churches 
learn that a condemnation of the budget system is a 
reflection upon themselves? When used “simply to 
eliminate collections,” or as a substitute for hard work 
and spiritual appeal, it is only a piece of dead me- 
chanics. When used as a working basis for partici- 
pation in the extension of God’s Kingdom in every 
part of the globe and in every enterprise of the Church 
it may be made a thing of inspiration, of joy, of real 

spiritual dynamic. 





speak for itself. It has only 
figures and percentages with which 
to deliver its message. Unfortu- 
nately few are thrilled by statistics, 
percentages, or problems in arith- 
metic, so that the budget to many 
becomes a dull, unimaginative, im- 
personal piece of machinery. 
“There is no appeal in the bud- 
get” is a cry one hears so often 
these days when Church benevo- 
lences and shortages are being dis- 
cussed. But who ever claimed 
there was any appeal in the bud- 
get? It was not instituted as 2 
system of promotion or as a method 
of inspiring people to give. It has 


year? 
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Doubtless there are other de- 
fects in the budget which if fully 
investigated and thoroughly 
thought through would probably 
turn out to be due to faulty opera- 
tion rather than inherent in the 
system. No budget system would 
ever be perfect or blunder-proof or 
automatic. Let us use the system 
we have to the best of our ability. 
An earnest attempt to work it in 
every church demands a little ef- 
fort on the part of the officers and 
a willingness on the part of officers 
and congregation alike to promise 
God in advance a certain portion 
of our substance. This, however, 








hever represented anything more 
than a concise statement of needs, leaving the argu- 
ment to be presented by human voices. If the pastor 
and session and diaconate fail to supply this human 
voice, who then will provide it? It would seem that 
in many churches this voice has not been provided, 
but surely the budget system is not to be condemned 
because those in whose hands its success rests have 
chosen to remain silent. One sometimes hears of 
“those good old days” when, every Cause had a special 
Sunday and a special offering. But how many pas- 
tors honestly and sincerely would prefer the hit-and- 
miss method of “those good old days” with its con- 
tinuous and strenuous series of appeals, to the syste- 
matic method of the present day? Few in reality 
would like to turn back fifteen or twenty‘years in our 
methods of Church finance, for at that time the pastor 
carried the whole load by himself, while today there 
1s opportunity for an equal distribution of the load and 
a better distribution of the church’s gifts. But, like 
Most systems, it unfortunately has no tongue of its 


is not the end, for only under the 
stimulus of a constant stream of information and in- 
spiration from the pulpit, from special speakers, from 
Men’s, Women’s Young People’s, and Sunday-school 
programs will these subscriptions be fully and joyfully 
paid. This is not an optional element in a success- 
ful budget. It is absolutely essential. By this alone 
will the problems of “half-budgets,” “impersonal bud- 
gets” and dead mechanics be eliminated, and only 
thus will our budget become a wall behind to pre- 
vent retreat instead of a wall in front to prevent ad- 
vance. 





MARY BALDWIN COLLEGE 


Established 1842 

A fully accredited four-year college 
with a background of culture, tradition, 
and scholarship. 

A. B. degree. Courses in Art, Music, 
Dramatics, Commercial subjects, and 
Journalism. 

Student body limited to 250. Write 
for catalogue. 


L. WILSON JARMAN, President 
Box M, Staunton, Virginia 
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February Program 


DEPARTMENT VI—STEWARDSHIP OF 
POSSESSIONS 


Our FINANCIAL CRAFT 
Are We Steering or Drifting? 


FELLOWSHIP AND DINNER Hour—(Forty-five 
minutes). 


1. Dinner Hour. 
Invocation. 
Dinner and Entertainment. 


2. President’s Period—(Four to seven minutes). 
Hymn: ‘Men of the Church of the Living God.” 
Report from Group leaders on assignments for 
January. 

Announcement of the Service program for Febru- 
ary. 

Other announcements. 

Report of the Nominating Committee. 

Election of officers for the coming year. 

Announcement of the Topic, Purpose and Chair- 
man of the Board of Deacons who is to be 
the leader of this meeting. 





EDUCATIONAL PRroGRAM—( Thirty to forty minutes). 
Worship Service—(Four to seven minutes). 
Hymn: “O Worship the King.” 
Prayer. 
Scripture: Psalms 50:10-12; I Cor. 16:1-3; II Cor. 
8:7-9. 
Hymn: “More Love to Thee, O Christ.” 
Introduction: (By the Chairman of this Department). 
A brief statement of the financial policy of the local 
church made in the name of the Pastor and the 
Session. 








First Topic: A Review of the Present Financial Situ- 
ation of Our Local Church by the Chairman 
of the Board of Deacons. 

Second Topic: The Significance of Our Financial 
Commitments as a Church. 

1. The faithful men and women at home and abroad 
with no visible means of support except the 
good faith of the local churches. 

2. Christian institutions, Orphanages, Mission 
schools, Church Colleges, Theological Semi- 
naries, etc. 


Topic for Discussion: The Financial Plan of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church. 
In pamphlet form published by the Stewardship 
Committee, 305 Henry Grady Building, Atlanta, 
Ga. 


This should be secured and thoroughly studied by 
some one capable of making a clear and strong 
presentation. Probably the Pastor should do this. 





Hymn: “A Charge to Keep I Have.” 
Prayer. 





SUGGESTIONS FOR MAKING AND USING 
THE PROGRAM 


The President 


This meeting is the time for the election of officers 
for the new year. When the report of the Nominating 
Committee is called for, the President should make it 
plain that any member of the organization has the 
privilege of making other nominations. The three off- 
cers to be elected are the President, the Secretary and 
the Treasurer. After these men have been elected, the 
President should inform them that it is their duty to 
select the seven Department Chairmen for the new 
year. The Department Chairmen, with the newly 
elected officers, are to select the Group leaders. The 
newly elected President should be informed that these 
appointments are to be made and announced at the 
next meeting, when he is installed. 


The Chairman of Department VI—Stewardship of 
Possessions 


The February program each year is to be put on by 
the Board of Deacons. The Chairman of the Depart- 
ment of Stewardship of Possessions and the President 
should arrange with the Chairman of the Board of 
Deacons to take charge of this program. Go over the 
program with him and offer any help that he may 
need in his preparation. 

February is the month in which plans are being 
made for the EVERY MEMBER CANVASS. An effort 
should be made to impress upon the men the vital 
importance of this in the life of the entire Church. A 
good program this month will be a great help in the 
preparation of your own Canvass. 


Sources of Information 
1. Material for this program will appear in the 
Church papers about the first week in January. 
2. For further information, write Stewardship Com- 
mittee, 305 Henry Grady Building, Atlanta, Ga. 
3. Much of the material for the program is in the 
hands of the Board of Deacons. , 
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John W. Vinson—Another Name on 
The Roll Call of Faith 


(Most of our readers have undoubtedly read in the daily press or in the Church papers the accounts 
of the death of our beloved missionary, Rev. John W. Vinson, of Haichow. Not all have read all the de- 
tails, however, so that the following, taken from the November 10th issue of the “North China Herald,” 
might be illuminating. These are excerpts from the news dispatches from various sources as they came 
through from November 4th to 6th, to this newspaper.—EHdward D. Grant.) 


Haichow, Nov. 4. 

Rev. J. W. Vinson, of the Southern Presbyterian 
Mission at Haichow, Kiangsu Province, who was cap- 
tured on Sunday by bandits at a point approximately 
30 miles southeast of Haichow, has been killed by the 
outlaws, according to a telegram received here yester- 
day. 

While the Foreign Office of the Nanking Govern- 
ment and the Kiangsu Provincial Government have 
been notified of the incident by the American Consul- 
General in Nanking, details of the outrage are lack- 
ing. 

Mr. Vinson, popularly known among the missionary 
circles in Kiangsu, was 51 years old. He is survived 
by three children who are at present in the United 
States receiving education. 

The American missionary arrived in China on 
February 4, 1907, and was married in April, 1908, 
to Miss Jeannie D. Junkin, who died several years 
ago. Following his arrival, Mr. Vinson stayed in 
Suhsien in Northern Kiangsu and since 1909 moved 
to Haichow. He was educated in Austin College, 
Sherman, Texas, and the Austin Theological Semi- 
nary. 

( ee 

Haichow, Ku,, Nov. 6. 

More details are added day by day, to the story of 
the capture and the murder of the Rev. J. W. Vinson. 
The band of robbers who attacked Yang-gia-gi early 
on Sunday morning, November 1st, evidently was 
composed of several bands who gathered together for 
the purpose of taking the place. Some days before 
this, when the robbers attacked a village not very far 
from Yang-gia-gi, the local soldiers of the latter 
place went out and foughit the bandits. The bandits 
of all the region in the neighborhood nursed their 
grudge and watched for an opportunity to take ven- 
geance on the Yang-gia-gi militia. When the bandits 
entered the place on Saturday night, or rather early 
on Sunday morning, the local defenders were taken 
entirely by surprise. 


Though the place had more than a hundred good 
guns, and the supply of ammunition was ample for 
the defence of the place, the defenders were, as stated, 
taken entirely by surprise and the bandits had a free 
hand after they had entered the place. Ordinarily, 
Yang-gia-gi did not fear attack, because it was easily 
defended, having water on all four sides. If the 
defenders had not been taken by surprise, the place 
could have been held against several times the num- 
ber of robbers who attacked it. 


They took complete control of the town and burned 
many of the houses. Those who resisted, they killed, 
the others they robbed or kidnapped. In the course 
of their looting the bandits finally reached the Chris- 
tian Chapel. Mr. Liu Hsiu Ting and Mr. Hou, who 
were with Mr. Vinson, assisting him in carrying on 
evangelistic meetings, were threatened and their valu- 
ables taken, but they themselves were not bound nor 
taken. Mr. Vinson’s own things, were subjected to the 
robbers’ customary handling, some being taken, and 
some being thrown aside. 

When they told Mr. Vinson to come on with them, 
he refused, but later saw it was fruitless to resist 
them, and when they threatened him he yielded to 
them. They kept him a captive in Yang-gia-gi from 
the time they took him, about three a. m. Sunday, 
till about dark the same day. During Sunday, the 
bandits kept up their burning and pillaging until they 
had burned about a third of the place, and had made 
a wreck of the town. About dark, they left the place, 
with their captives, numbering about 150, one band 
going out toward the sea, to the east from Yang-gia-gi, 
and the other band going west toward Lunghsu, the 
place which the telegram had warned us against. 


Mr. Vinson’s health had been anything but good for 
several years, and he had just undergone several weeks’ 
treatment in the Shanghai Country Hospital. One of 
the bandits took his heavy overcoat and put it on. 

When the bandits finished their looting and killing 
and kidnapping, it was already daylight, so they 
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decided not to leave until the next night. ‘This ac- 
counts for the unusual spectacle of a band of rob- 
bers occupying a large place like that for practically 
twenty-four hours, a place only about twenty miles 
from Panpu, a large hsien city. They left, with their 
captives, just a little while before the Salt Gabelle’s 
soldiers arrived from Panpu. Mas 


Further details of the murder of the Rev. J. W. 
Vinson, the American missionary, have been received 
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terrible deed was all the work of the fierce bandits 
into whose hands Mr. Vinson fell. 


A fine sidelight on the recovery of the body of Mr 
Vinson is seen in the fact that the one who found his 
body was one of his former students. Mr. Wu Ke-djao, 
a former student of Mr. Vinson’s was at Da-i-shan, 
about twelve miles from Yang-gia-gi, when Mr. Vin- 
son was taken captive. When Mr. Wu heard of the 
capture of his former schoolmaster, he went right to 


in mission circles here. 

When Mr. Vinson’s body 
was found, he still had on 
the clothes which had been 
furnished him in Yang-gia-gi 
by the keeper of the inn in 
which the bandits kept him 
between the time they captured 
him and the time they left 
the place. When the bandits 
took him from the chapel, they 
evidently did not give him 
time to put on his clothes, but, 
instead, they took his clothing 
for themselves. He had on 
his pyjamas and his coat. The 
innkeeper took pity on him 
and let him have a_ short 
padded Chinese garment, with 
very thin padding, a long gar- 
ment of two thicknesses of 
cotton cloth, and a pair of 
Chinese socks. 

Some of the returning cap- 
tives say that he was given 
a ricksha by the bandits when 
they found he could not walk. 
All of the reports seem to in- 
dicate that Mr. Vinson was 
taken and held by one of the 
bandit chieftains, who kept 
him close to himself, and kept 
special watch over him as a 
specially valuable prize. 

A later report which has 
come to us, through a very 
reliable source, indicates that, 
instead of being shot by the 











Afraid? Of What? 


A Chinese girl who saw Mr. Vinson 
before he was shot, heard the bandits 
threatening him with guns. “Aren’t you 
afraid?” they asked. “No,” he answered, 
“I am not afraid. If you shoot me, I 
will go right to Heaven.” 


Afraid? Of what? 
To feel the spirit’s glad release? 
To pass from pain to perfect peace, 
The strife and strain of life to cease? 
Afraid—of that? 


Afraid? Of what? 

Afraid to see the Saviour’s face, 

To hear His welcome, and to trace 

The glory gleam from wounds of grace? 
Afraid—of that? 


Afraid? Of what? 
A flash—a crash—a piereed heart; 
Darkness—light—O Heaven's art! 
A wound of His a counterpart! 
Afraid—of that? 


Afraid? Of what? 
To enter into Heaven's rest, 
And yet to serve the Master blest, 
From service good to service best? 
Afraid—of that? 


Afraid? Of what? 
To do by death what life could not— 
Baptize with blood a stony plot, 
Till souls shall blossom from the spot‘ 
Afraid—of that? 
—E. H. HAMILTON. 
Suchowfu, Kiangsu, China, 


November 7, 1931. 








Yang-gia-gi to see what he 
could do to bring about his 
release. There he heard that 
the captives had been taken 
in the direction of Bei-sih- 
dei. At first, he decided that 
he had better go back to Da- 
i-shan and _ send news to 
Haichow, but he later de- 
cided to go over to Bei-sih- 
dei and see what could be 
done there. He heard on the 
way that the soldiers had en- 
gaged the robbers in a severe 
battle. When he got close to 
the scene of hostilities, he went 
cautiously forward, until he 
reached the scene of the fierce 
battle which had just been 
fought, and he saw many of 
the slain bandits still on the 
field. He was told, by fleeing 
refugees, that a foreigner had 
been killed and was lying not 
far from the scene of the 
fight. 

The bandits, when pressed 
by the soldiers, evidently re- 
treated inside a small village 
called Yao-djwang, and, when 
it got too hot for them, they 
ran out from there with their 
captives, some of whom got 
away in the midst of the con- 
fusion. Evidently, Mr. Vin- 
son, who was specially guard- 
ed by one of the bandit chief- 
tains, was forced to go with 


es 


bandits and then decapitated, by mistake, by the at- 
tacking soldiers, he was killed and decapitated by his 
captors, the bandits. The report has all the marks of 
truth about it, for it was brought in by a very reliable 
man who has just come back from the bandits’ head- 
quarters. He said that the bandits have since been 
bragging of the fact that they had killed and beheaded 
the foreigner. The man came in with this report, 
thinking that he was the first one to bring in news 
of the death of Mr. Vinson. He was not here when 
the news of his death reached us, but was out scout- 
ing on our behalf, trying to find out the whereabouts 
of Mr. Vinson. His report has so many marks of 
credibility about it that we feel fairly sure that the 


them, but, when he could not keep up, was shot through 
the heart, the bullet going in from his back and com- 
ing out of his breast. He was also beheaded, very 
probably by the same ones ‘who shot him. Both the 
body and the head were recovered by Mr. Wu, who 
found the corpse out about a third of a mile from 
Yao-djwang. He put the body on a door, wrapped 
him in straw mats and took it over to Tunghsing 
where he was found by Mr. Currie. 

The body was being kept at Tunghsing in the lo 
cal police headquarters, while Mr. Wu was out mak- 
ing preparations to buy a Chinese coffin in which to 
put the body. At that juncture, Mr. Currie came up 
with his party, and hired men to take it on to Panpu. 
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The next morning, the body was brought on to Hai- 
chow in a hired truck. After the local yamén had 
sent over representatives to view the remains, and 
had taken full notes of the whole matter for the pur- 
pose of reporting to the Government in Nanking, Dr. 
Morgan took charge. 

Mr. Vinson is the first member of the Southern 
Presbyterian Missions in China to make the supreme 
sacrifice in the true martyr spirit, and to have his 
life taken by those whom he came to serve. A num- 
ber of the members of the two Southern Presbyterian 
Missions out here have had very narrow escapes from 
similar dangers, but Mr. Vinson is the first one to 
be taken and killed. 

In spite of the gruesome details of his tragic death, 
and in spite of the fearful commentary on the state 
of the country which his murder constitutes, there is 
something very beautiful in his thus giving his life for 
the very ones who killed him and his triumphant 
overcoming of all fear in his determined forward 
march in the line of duty. Dr. Morgan had insisted 
that he stop his itinerating for at least six months, 


to give his frail body a chance to recover some of 
its lost vigor; but he evidently felt that his last 
chance to go out into his field and bear witness to the 
power of the Gospel in which he believed, had come. 
He evidently felt that, if he delayed his itinerating 
work, he might never be able to go out again. So 
he went out in spite of his great physical handicaps. 
If the bandits had any heart at all, they would have 
respected his physical weakness which was apparent 
to all; but they were clearly of a stamp who stop 
at nothing in the prosecution of their nefarious trade. 

One of the captives, a little girl the daughter of 
the preacher located at Yang-gia-gi, escaped from the 
bandits’ hands, and returned to her home. She re- 
ported that she saw the bandits threaten Mr. Vinson, 
point a gun at him ahd ask him: “Are you afraid?” 
he answered, “No, I am not afraid.” They again 
pointed the gun at his head as though they were going 
to shoot him, and asked again, “Are you not afraid?” 
He replied, “No, I am not afraid of you. If you 
shoot me, I will go straight to heaven, so I am not 
afraid even if you kill me.” 





Statement of the North-River Presbytery 
of China to 


The Presbyterian Church U. S. 


Transmitted through Mr. E. D. Grant—A Translation 


PROLOGUE 


HE following is the declaration of the North- 

River Presbytery of China, addressed to the 

whole body of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
of America. 


Respectful greetings: 

As this Presbytery was holding its nineteenth an- 
nual meeting in the Sutsien City Church, beginning 
October 30, 1930, there arrived the honored and ac- 
credited representative of the Executive Committee of 
Foreign Missions and head of its Educational De- 
partment, Elder Grant. Mr. Grant has been commis- 
sioned to observe the conditions in the Oriental Church, 
so that his coming to Sutsien at the time of the meet- 
ing of the Presbytery was a most happy coincidence. 

Desiring to ascertain the feelings of the home Church 
with respect to its Foreign Mission work, both present 
and future, we respectfully requested Mr. Grant to 
set them forth. 

We gathered from the statements of Mr. Grant 
that some at least of the members of the home Church 
have been adversely affected by the confused and di- 
verse reports concerning the preaching of the gospel 
in China, and have had their confidence shaken in 
the validity and worth-whileness of the enterprise. 
Héaring this, the delegates to the Presbytery feel deep 


regret. This fact is not only bound to hinder the 
advancement of the Church in our territory, but also 
to weaken the bond of fellowship and Christian love 
existing between believers in China and America. 
Though mindful of our own unworthiness to speak, 
we are hesitatingly constrained to express our disagree- 
ment with certain widespread reports, and to correct 
in some measure the misapprehensions concerning the 
Church in China that appear to have become prevalent 
in your honorable country through the injurious repre- 
sentations and propaganda of certain periodicals. 

Kindly grant us a gracious hearing. 

Part I. To strive for the independence of-the church, 
both organic and financial, is the conscientious duty 
of believers. If the strength (financial) and person- 
nel were already sufficient to attain this end, there 
would be no necessity to press or emphasize the mat- 
ter. Independence would be effected in the natural 
course of events. The Church north of the River 
has not been established quite forty years, so the 
foundations are not yet firm and the believers are few. 
Although in the last few years there have sprung up 
locally-built churches in a good many places, and 
some have called pastors, and although there has been 
gradual progress on the road to self-support, yet we 
are still suffering from a lack of personnel and funds, 
and despite the effort expended, we realize that our 
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resources are not what we would like. There must 
yet be external help and support along the right lines 
and covering a period of years, before we reach our 
objective of complete independence. 


Recently people have been saying that if the whole 
missionary body would leave China, the Chinese 
Church would thrive and become self-supporting. 
Such statements are given forth by those who are in 
total ignorance of the condition of the Chinese Church 
in interior places. It must be understood that the 
establishment of a church is accomplished by gradual 
though definite steps. For the parent Church to dis- 
regard the condition and strength of the offspring 
and summarily cast it off, demanding self-existence 
and self-propagation, would be (to use a classical ex- 
pression) “to pluck up the embryo plant inorder to 
stimulate growth,” and would be productive of great 
danger and unmentionable disaster. 


Part II. There is a point of very obvious difference 
between the Christian religion and other religions. 
Other religions have been able in the past to alter 
their elemental characteristics to conform to the con- 
ceptions of the place and time of propagation. The 
Christian religion, on the other hand, wherever 
preached must maintain its fundamental principle and 
aim of changing mankind’s evil nature. Those who 
have, of late, alleged that the message preached by 
the missionaries does not coincide with the psychology 
of the Chinese people, seem unaware that this and 
other mischievous and divisive statements are un- 
worthy of credit or consideration. We as a band of 
believers know assuredly that the truths of the Scrip- 
tures must be maintained regardless of whether they 
are compatible with human thought or not. This Pres- 
bytery goes on record as opposing all such, be they 
foreigners or Chinese, as abandon teachings in har- 
mony with the Scripture in order to pander to the mis- 
guided philosophies of men. 


Part III. Our Chinese culture has a historic back- 
ground of several thousand years. Its value has been 
universally recognized. Nevertheless, culture cannot 
save sinners. It must be admitted that in the prin- 
ciples, thoughts, customs and practices of our ancient 
civilization may be discovered points of similarity to 
the ethics of the holy Christian Church. This is by 
no means strange, but rather to be expected in the dis- 
position of divine providence. If any should propose 
that the Christian Church should incorporate within 
itself the elements of ancient Chinese culture making 
a new religion of inclusiveness, we, of this meeting, 
feel deeply such a proposition to be in violation of 
the teachings of the Holy Scriptures which assure us 
that except through the Lord Jesus there is no way 
of salvation. Although the Confucian, Buddhist, and 
Taoist religions all have their good points, there can 
emphatically be no admixture between them and our 
holy faith, lest a confused and impure religion result. 
An alliance of this sort would cause our Church—the 
Body of Christ—sound, and rich in redemptive power, 
to lose its original savor. 
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Part IV. As regards the popular contention that 
future missiondries coming to China should be under 
the control and direction of the Chinese Church, we 
consider this also to be an impracticable proposition, 
Since henceforth the Chinese Church does not desire 
to be under the dominance and control of the Western 
missionary, even so the Chinese Church should not 
hope to govern or inhibit the Western missionary, 
Both the Chinese and Western Church and the Chinese 
and Western workers have their own duty, and each 
must respect its own limits. 


There should be no question of the dominance or 
rule of men of one race or another, but there should 
be complete obedience to the leading of the Heavenly 
Father, to effect the true unity of the body of believ- 
ers. Chinese and Western believers being members in 
common of His Body, should be mutually helpful in 
building up the church of the Lord, and in the spread- 
ing of His saving gospel. Such is the unanimous 
opinion of this meeting. 

Part V. Since the establishment of the National 
Government its purpose has been to enforce its man- 
dates universally and to solidify the national struc- 
ture. The attitude toward the internal affairs of the 
country has been one of complete re-evaluation. In 
consequence of this, the tendency in regard to Christian 
education has been along the line of increased in- 
hibitions and insistent demands for registration. Such 
first-fruits are sure to appear in the process of recon- 
struction of a nation. There is nothing now that can 
be done about it. 


This Presbytery strongly disapproves the manifes- 
toes of the government which place restrictions upon 
religious education and has joined with others in a 
petition to the Central Board of Education respect- 
fully urging the removal of these rules which violate 
the principle of religious liberty. The time, however, 
seems not yet to have arrived, and this end cannot 
be attained in a moment (i. e., official non-restriction 
and recognition of Christian educational institutions). 
Yet speaking from the standpoint of present condi- 
tions, our Church should persist in carrying out an 
educational program in order to develop itself and te 
meet the deficiencies in government education, and 
should by no means follow the policy of “ceasing to 
eat because of a slight obstruction in the throat.” 
(A Chinese saying). 

Even in view of obstacles and difficulties there 
should be no complete cessation in carrying on school 
and hospital work. This we commend to the especial 
attention of your honorable body. 


Part VI. The work of Western missionaries in 
China, whether educational, medical or evangelistic, 
has produced results that shine forth with inextin- 
guishable radiance. However, there must be a con- 
tinuance of the work if the missions are to expand oF 
put on a firm basis the enterprises that they have al- 
ready initiated. There must be adequate leadership 
from the Chinese Church. The burden for develop- 
ing the required personnel for carrying on the Chinese 
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Church, from present appearances, must still rest for 
a time with the foreign missions, if real progress is 
to be made. 

If only the missions will continue temporarily to 
help the Chinese Church in rearing and developing 
useful men for the ministry, medicine and teaching, 
they will thus enable it to carry its own load and to 
perpetuate itself. The Church then having a firm and 
stable foundation, must necessarily progress with more 
rapidity and with longer strides. That such will be 
the case is the earnest hope of this group. 

In conclusion: For the past few years China has 
been in the throes of a great upheaval, brought about 
by the overturn of the national structure, internal un- 
rest, and by the new ideas which have come in as 
the flow of a mighty tide. Labor, commerce, and the 
leisure classes have all been affected. How could our 
beloved Church in such an environment fail to be 
subjected to attack? But we, of this Presbytery, re- 
fuse to be dismayed by the anti-Christian propaganda 
within our country, and are by no means disheartened 
or discouraged. The record of church history reveals 
that the Christian Church has frequently passed 
through such periods. 


The future opportunity for the proclamation of the 
gospel is very great. The Church will yet experience 
a great revival. Fellow-believers of the honored home 
Church, you must still continue to press on, helping 
forward in many ways, as you have hitherto, the work 
of preaching the gospel in China. Let the fount of 
your financial aid flow to a completion of the task. 
Do not permit any branch of the work to become 
abortive before it reaches its cocnsummation. Also 
select and send men and women missionaries, filled 
with the Spirit, of sound faith, bold in service, diligent 
in business, lovers of God and lovers of man, who 
come to China to assist the Chinese Church in reach- 
ing the point where it can entirely govern and support 
itself thereafter. This will crown our joy. 

Finally, this Presbytery, representing the whole body 
of believers in our territory, would take this oppor- 
tunity to convey to each individual church within the 
bounds of your honored General Assembly, our most 
heartfelt and sincere thanks for all the benefits we 
have received from you through the years, and we 
earnestly crave your intercessory prayers for us in 
meeting the difficult conditions which lie before us. 





Our Forward Movement in North Kiangsu 


By REV. W. F. JUNKIN, Sutsten, Ku., China 


(This topic was not chosen by the writer, but was assigned to him by the Editor. In true Chinese 


style, I bow my head and obey his word.) 


N CONSIDERING this subject think first: “As 

Missionaries What is Our Task?” 

I would say that our task is to bring the gospel 
to “every creature” in North Kiangsu. Surely that 
means, at the least, to bring every person in North 
Kiangsu to a real knowledge of the way of salvation 
through the blood of Christ. 

It is quite evident that the foreign missionary alone 
can not do this. China is to be evangelized largely 
through the Chinese. So the missionary must found 
a Chinese Church, and this Church must eventually 
be self-governing, self-supporting, self-propagating. 
Then, aside from the broad proclamation of the gospel 
and the constantly exerted effort to save individual 
souls, our ultimate aim is the establishment of a com- 
pletely indigenous Church. 

Now consider the MAGNITUDE of this task. 

Our North Kiangsu Mission territory is, roughly 
speaking, abcut 300 miles long by 400 miles wide. 
This is about the size of Tennessee. But, whereas 
Tennessee has a population of 2,502,000 North Kiangsu 
has a population of perhaps 18,000,000, that is seven 
times the population of Tennessee. The territory of 
this mission has a population equal to that of seven 
states—Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama and Florida. 

_ Bring the matter home and try to visualize the 
situation. Suppose the population of these seven states 


fifty years ago entirely pagan, more than nine-tenths 
illiterate, bound in superstition and black darkness. 
Suppose that a missionary and his wife had come to 
live among them. Through the years others followed, 
till now there are at work about 140 missionaries of 
all denominations, men and women. Suppose that for 
many years there had been intense hostility to these 
missionaries, foreigners, great prejudice and suspicion 
of their motives. After fifty years what could you 
count ? 

The North Kiangsu territory is to a large extent our 
Southern Presbyterian territory. There belong to us 
as our own responsibility about 14,000,000 souls! 

Now if you had a building seating 100 persons, and 
you should preach in that building, rain or shine, two 
hours every day, and the audience should be changed 
each hour, thus enabling you to reach 200 different 
people daily, it would take 192 years to reach with 
one hearing all the people that are our responsibility 
in the North Kiangsu field! 

But, consider—in this time nearly six generations 
will have died and six times fourteen million others 
will have taken their places! And think! the majority 
of those hearing were not really listening. Most of 
those trying to listen, densely ignorant, could not com- 
prehend what it was all about. Most of the very few 
who listened and understood would after a day or two 
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forget all, and after a week would retain no single 
clear idea! 

It must be “precept upon precept, precept upon pre- 
cept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little and 
there a little.” (Isa. 28:10.) 

After nearly fifty years, what have we in North 
Kiangsu? 

There are, in our Southern Presbyterian work, 280 
preaching places, or groups of worshipers, having serv- 
ices every Sunday. ‘here are 8,000 communicants. 

Compared with Korea, the growth and progress of 
the Church in China has been slow. But when com- 
paring these two mission fields there are several facts 
that should be considered. One of these facts is that 
the missionaries on beginning their work in Korea, 
learning from the mistakes of others, largely united 
on what is known as the Nervius Plan, and the Church 
there was founded and grounded in the ideas of in- 
dependence and self-support. This fact has been of 
very great value to the work in Korea. 

For more than thirty years many members of our 
Mission have been trying to put in practice certain 
phases of these ‘““Nervius Methods,” but we have been 
swamped by very dissimilar practices of the mission- 
ary body in general in China. 

Now it is along this line of self-support that our 
North Kiangsu Mission had projected and is vigor- 
ously pushing a FORWARD MOVEMENT. 

After the troubles of 1927, we, as a Mission, came 
to almost unanimous conclusions as to these methods 
and are pushing forward with one mind a very definite 
self-support program. 

It is now the established policy of our Mission not 
to supply with Mission funds preachers for the grow- 
ing Chinese Church, but only help in this supply. To 
a church or a group of churches under one preacher 
with as many as 200 communicants, we refuse to grant 
any help on their preacher’s salary or on the other 
expenses of the church. They must supply this them- 
selves. To a group of congregations containing 100 
members, the Mission may grant as much as one-half 
of the salary; to a group having fifty members, three- 
fourths of the salary, etc. Thus we are striving to 
make the churches self-supporting and independent 
just as fast as possible and as they are born and 
grow. 

We, as a whole Mission, are, with strong convic- 
tions, born of long experience in this broad evan- 
gelistic work, most emphatically opposed to doing what 
is now being done by many missions in China, turning 
mission funds over to the Chinese Church courts to be 
used as they see fit. There can be no genuine inde- 
pendence without self-support. 

There are two distinct policies now being pursued 
in China. “One looks to the complete absorption of 
the mission, missionaries, and the foreign funds by 
the native Church.” “The other looks to the estab- 
lishment of a native Church entirely self-supporting, 
self-governing, and self-propagating, as an entity sep- 
arate from the missionaries and funds, these being 
released for new work not now reached.” 


February, 193? 


Our Mission believes strongly in and has unani- 
mously adopted the second of these policies. Pecu- 
liarly enough, in their report to the Chattanooga Con- 
gress on Missions, Commission II advocated and en- 
joined the policy of turning over mission funds to 
the native Church courts, a policy directly contrary to 
the one adopted by our Mission, and contrary to the 
most successful experience through many years of the 
several Presbyterian missions in Korea, as well as to 
the strong convictions of a multitude of other mission- 
aries. 

We rejoice that many of our North Kiangsy 
Chinese leaders see the reasonableness of our plans 
and are heartily working with us towards the accom- 
plishment of our great purpose—this in spite of the 
fact that the policy of mission bodies all around us 
of turning over large sums of money into the hands 
of the Chinese Church courts would naturally on first 
thought be ccnsidered more liberal and generous. 

A few concrete illustrations of the fact that we are 
moving on. In the central station, city of Sutsien 
(forty or fifty thousand people), we ordained mis- 
sionaries are now doing almost no work, but are leav- 
ing that to the fully independent Chinese Church there, 
and we are spending our time in the out-station field, 
with its innumerable cities, towns and villages. 

In this out-station field we are building up inde- 
pendent churches, and as these churches are able to 
call their own pastors we are insisting that they stand 
on their own feet and let us pass on. 

Look at just a few pictures in a small part of one 
out-station field of only one of our stations: Pastor 
Tai Ming Ching, regularly ordained, serving two 
points, Ihsu and Tie-fu-sih, about twelve miles apart, 
with a combined membership of seventy. They pay 
one-half of his salary and the Mission one-half. 

Pastor Wu Shih Ta, serving Pichow and Hu-chia- 
wei-tse, a combined membership of 100. They pay 
five-eighths of his salary. 

Mr. Wang Tien Ying preaches at four points, a 
combined membership of 130. They pay two-thirds 
of his salary. 

But here is Mr. Chia Chen Wen. He serves four 
places, a combined membership of only sixty-seven, al’ 
quite poor, not a really well-to-do member in the field. 
And they have three different dirt and straw chapels to 
keep up and Christian schools to keep going. (Ata 
fourth point they are still worshiping in the home 
of one of the Christians.) But they come up to the 
new rule and pay one-fourth of the preacher’s salary. 
And so we could go over the field. 

Very conspicuous examples of most cheering prog- 
ress along these lines are two churches in the Haichow 
field, each with considerably less than a hundred mem- 
bers, which have recently assumed full support of their 
pastors. 

Yes, this is a strenuous program, but it is good for 
the native Church, and it is already bringing forth 
much fruit. 

And we are not discouraged. During the last four 
years, in spite of tremendous difficulties, in spite of 
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intense anti-Christian propaganda, very great progress 
has been made. A virile, dignified, consecrated indig- 
enous Church is growing up. We rejoice in what 
there is, and we look to the future with glad ex- 
pectations. 
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Missionary Departures 
Brazil—Miss Edmonia Martin. 


Miss Margaret Douglas. 





How I Do My Work 


By JAMES N. MONTGOMERY, Hwaian, China 


HE best way to farm is to farm, work the fields 
T and put in the seed. Scientific methods are 

good but are not to take the place of being up 
and at the job. In spreading the gospel in China, 
nothing can take the place of going out and preach- 
ing the gospel. While we are learning new methods 
all the time, they are of little value unless put into 
practice, which means wearing out shoe leather and 
telling the Good News of the gospel to as many as 
possible. To the man of the world this may seem like 
foolishness. And so it is, for Paul said, ‘For after, 
in the wisdom of God, the world by wisdom knew 
not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preach- 
ing to save them that believe.” China has had great 
learning and scholarship for four thousand years, but 
it has not led them to God. Paul’s words are being 
abundantly proved today in our work in China. Christ 
is shown to be the wisdom and power of God as he 
is preached and believed. 

My work has been to enter new places where Christ 
is not known. One of the first ways to prepare the 
hearts of men is to send or accompany a colporteur. 
From long experience we 


porteurs, and sometimes they would sell as many as 
two thousand copies of Scripture portions in a month. 
This work takes one into places where sometimes there 
is opposition. Some of the colporteurs have had rough 
treatment. But more often and generally they are 
received cordially. 

Another way of entering new places is through pub- 
lic proclamation. Paul said in Acts 20:20, I 
taught you publicly and from house to house.” There 
is no better way than the public proclamation of the 
gospel. Often rooms are rented if there is no chapel, 
or a temporary shed is built. But more often the 
work is done out on the streets and those interested 
will visit us in the inns to talk of the gospel. The 
singing of a hymn in Chinese will gather a crowd 
in most places. We try to visit large towns on market 
days when the people from the farms are about on 
the streets. Then hundreds can hear the Word as 
it is explained. We have found Bible posters with 
pictures and Scripture verses most helpful. In this 
way the message is not only heard but seen and thus 
more easily understood. One effective poster is that 
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of a man, around whose body is wrapped a great 
snake, who is ready to bite him in the head. Here 
is the lesson, “the wages of sin is death.” Another 
poster is that of a new man. In the middle stands 
the cross. On one side stands a man clothed in the 
soiled and torn rags of unrighteousness. While on 
the other side stands the man changed by the Cross 
of Christ and clothed in the robes of righteousness. 
Today the Chinese want everything new and up-to- 
date. We ask them what good will it accomplish to 
have a new country, roads, and schools, unless they 
have new hearts and new people. Only Christ can 
produce a new man. There are scores of these fine 
posters, the product of a lady missionary and financed 
by a Los Angeles Presbyterian elder. They are a 
great help in our public teaching and preaching. 

But Paul said, “I . have taught you from 
house to house.” Public preaching scatters the seed. 
House-to-house work does this too, and also waters 
the seed. A Christian evangelist taught me the value 
of house-to-house visitation. He spent his vacation 
in preparing a splendid gospel letter which he pur- 
posed to carry to every home in the city. At first we 
printed ten thousand but later printed fifty thousand 
copies of this letter. During the last year I spent a 
good deal of time in this type of work. Sometimes 
I had found it hard for me, a stranger in a strange 
land, to go from house to house. Accompanied by a 
Chinese worker, we found suspicion disarmed in car- 
rying the letter from door to door. What we had to 
say was down in black and white. As the post office 
is not widely distributed in China, it made a red- 
letter day in hundreds of homes to think we had 
brought them a letter. Maybe they had not received 
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a letter in ten years. When we knocked and ap- 
nounced at the door of some home out in the town or 
villages, that we had brought a letter, the whole family, 
with the neighbors, would usually gather around the 
door. Thus, we had the opportunity to explain the 
letter to those gathered. In many places they would 
ask intelligent questions about Christ and God. I re- 
member so many that asked me to teach them to pray 
to God. Before leaving, we would ask them if they 
desired to buy a Bible or portion of it. In a day’s 
work, from morning till night, we would sell from 
one to one hundred portions of the Scriptures and give 
out hundreds of letters. This work was most en- 
couraging. We found so many who seemed just wait- 
ing for the gospel message. ‘There was so much to 
make them dissatisfied with their old gods and re- 
ligions. Of course, this is just the beginning of the 
establishment of a church. This work is followed by 
getting those together who believe, in some one’s home 
for regular worship and study. The next step would 
be for the Chinese themselves to rent or build a chapel 
for worship and to have a preacher come regularly to 
carry on visiting and conducting of services. It is now 
our plan in this last and important step to have them 
make regular contributions to the support of their 
preacher or evangelist. Step by step the Church is 
established. My work has been mainly concerned with 
the first steps of going to places where Christ was not 
known and proclaiming the news of a Saviour and 
seeking the lost in the homes. There is no work on 
earth with greater compensations in joy and _ heart 
satisfaction than to see one who has never heard take 
the first great step toward eternal life by thus put- 
ting faith in Christ. 





Haichow Since the War 


By MRS. EMMA B. RICE, Haichow, China 


China, during the past three chaotic years. 
Please do not put it down because the scenes 
are dark and the clouds are heavy. The silver lining 
is there, you will find it at last. 

When the little history of the North Kiangsu Mis- 
sion was being written, the historian described one 
station as “tragic Haichow.” 

In our little graveyard at Haichow, there are eight 
graves, four adults and four children, and of these 
eight graves, four are the result of a tragedy, the last 
one being the martyrdom of Rev. J. W. Vinson, re- 
cently kidnapped and killed by bandits, while out on 
a preaching tour. 

In 1927, when the Nationalists took possession of 
China, the soldiers of that noble (?) army left de- 
struction of life and property in their wake. They 
arrived at Haichow. Fortunately our U. S. Consul 
was awake to the situation. All missionaries had been 


"Toc is to be a true and faithful story of Haichow, 


ordered to Jeave and had done so. There being no 
foreigners on whom the soldiers could vent their evil 
feelings, they took revenge by looting the homes of 
the missionaries and utterly destroying all Mission 
property except the hospital, which was left that the 
wounded soldiers might be cared for. 

Since returning to Haichow, three years ago, the 
missionaries have lived, cheerfully, under trying con- 
ditions. Some in the basement of the hospital; three 
families in Chinese houses under most unsanitary con- 
ditions—infested with rats, spiders, scorpions, and all 
the germs known to germ-infested China. In perils 
of bandits, in peril of soldiers with pointed guns and 
vile language, in peril of disease of every kind! 

Are we down-hearted? No! and again NO! 

The clouds are dark, aren’t they? but now for the 
silver lining. 

The station of Haichow was opened for pioneet 
work just twenty-three years ago. Never in that time 
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has the gospel been so welcomed, or the missionaries 
been so cordially received into the homes of the city. 
“The common people hear gladly.” 

As one passes along the narrow, rough streets, from 
many doors comes the invitation to come in and sit 
awhile, and in every acceptance of the invitation there 
is an opportunity to tell the story of Jesus and his 
saving power. Scores of women and girls are being 
taught of Jesus, and daily the call comes from others 
who want to learn. 

The Chinese Christians have been wonderfully faith- 
ful during these trying and difficult days. It has not 
been easy for them to bear the persecution and re- 
proaches heaped upon them, and yet they have done 
so bravely and uncomplainingly. 

From this time of testing has come a band of faith- 
ful followers of Jesus, who are reaching out in earnest 
desire for the salvation of their own people. Many 
of them are volunteer workers, going out into the sur- 
rounding villages telling the story of Jesus and his 
love to the poor, terror-stricken people who live in 
hourly expectation of a bandit raid. The bandits 
take not only all their worldly goods, but their sons 
and daughters also. 

Not only are the Christians giving the message of 
salvation, but they are assuming financial responsibili- 
ties as never before, and are becoming more and more 
a self-propagating church. They still want and need 
the missionaries to work, counsel, and pray with them, 
thus preparing them for more effective work among 
their own people. 


During the past two years two churches in the 
Haichow field have become self-supporting, and those 
churches, which formerly gave only a few dollars a 
month, are now supporting a pastor, as well as carry- 
ing their other financial activities. 


Twenty-two years ago Haichow had two mission- 
aries, no church or institutional work. Today there 
are nine missionaries, a well-equipped Ellen Lavine 
Graham hospital with staff of foreign and Chinese 
doctors and nurses, ten Bible women, two self-support- 
ing churches, two schools (closed at present), a fine 
Bible School, which is providing us with splendidly- 
trained Bible women. ‘There are twenty-nine out- 
stations with Chinese preachers, and in some places 
there is also a Bible woman. 

There has been much criticism of the missionaries 
for staying at their post in these times of danger, and 
some have said, “If they are so fool-hardy they de- 
serve what they get.” Perhaps so. However, there 
is no such criticism of the aviators who risk their lives 
to make flying safe for commercial purposes. Should 
not Christ’s messengers be willing to do as much for 
the spiritual good of the world as these men do for 
the material ? 

There has just come a comforting message con- 
cerning Mr. Vinson’s tragic death. I want to pass 
it on to you. The bandits asked him, “Aren’t you 
afraid?” He replied, “If you kill me, I will go right 
to heaven, I am not afraid.” And that is the attitude 
of every real missionary in China. 

There have been difficult times, many problems, 
many dangers. Your prayers have been ascending to 
God for us and there has been fulfilled the promise: 
“When thou passest through the waters, I will be 
with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not over- 
flow thee: when thou walkest through the fire. thou 
shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle 
upon thee.” 

Should we be down-hearted? Again NO! Should 
you be discouraged? If you are praying and giving 
to the limit of your strength and ability, you will join 
the chorus and say with one accord—NO! 





Does the Missionary s Family Count? 


By AURIE LANCASTER (MRS. J. N.) MONTGOMERY, Hwaianfu, China 


66 HEY ought to raise their children in America 
and let people do foreign mission work who 
can give their whole time to it!” The per- 

son who could make such a remark doesn’t realize the 

unique and indispensable place that the missionary 
home and children have had in the missionary enter- 
prise. Mrs. Frank Price tells how the town of Dong 

Shan, that had repelled all efforts of the missionaries 

fo rent property or get a hearing, capitulated to 

Francis’ baby charms. Mrs. Graham tells how little 

Georgie’s smiles changed the temper of a rough mob 

in Tsing-Kiang-pu in pre-boxer days. 

There has been another fruit of those first mission- 
ary homes in the strong members and leaders of the 
Chinese Church who have come from the ranks of those 
who have served within them. It was the bolder 
spirits who dared lend assistance to the “foreign 


devils” in those earlier times, and many of them left 
high records of faithfulness and devotion. Many are 
the Bible women, elders, and evangelists who grew to 
high Christian stature while helping in the necessary 
tasks of home—tasks multiplied and strenuous in a 
land so lacking in conveniences as China. Many of 
the children of servants had the opportunity of mis- 
sion school education, and have proved to be workers 
of ability and character in different lines. (The dignity 
of labor and equality of opportunity are parts of the 
Christian “Good News.”) The son of a former cook 
is “the finest graduate Tsinanfu Medical School has 
ever turned out,” and is now a faithful physician in 
a mission hospital. Sons and daughters of cooks, 
amahs, and gate-keepers are serving as teachers, doc- 
tors, evangelists and Christian citizens in many call- 
ings. 
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To this day a high type of persons—of good fami- 
lies who have lessened incomes, of families that are 
small land owners or tenant farmers—seek places in 
our employ. A great deal is made of “Chinese pray- 
ers.” The daily practical study of God’s Word, the 
singing of a hymn (often a fearful and wonderful 
noise!—the children learn to sing well in school, but 
the older Chinese method of singing is more of a 
caterwaul), and a simple, vital prayer with the Chi- 
nese members of the household, form an important 
part of the missionary home program. Our children’s 
prayers for their beloved nurses and devoted friends 
(the Chinese servants are usually very fond of the 
children) still bear their fruit in changed lives. 

Those early missionaries brought up their children in 
the far interior, in Chinese houses. They buried many 
a little one in Chinese soil, showing to wondering Chi- 
nese mothers the comfort and hope that was theirs in 
Christ. (A very interesting study made some years 
ago showed that under present conditions the health 
of missionary families in, China and the mortality 
compares very favorably with that in lands where 
modern sanitation js better understood.) Now there 
are second- and third-generation missionaries who by 
language and experience can be far more useful than 
those who first know China with grown-up minds. 
“By their fruits ye shall know them,” and their fruits 
prove abundantly that missionary homes do count. 


If it could function only as the background, “the 
fortress,” from which the evangelist could work, the 
missionary home would still be invaluable. Without 
experiencing, one cannot realize the expenditure of 
nerve force and physical energy involved in the work 
of the itinerating evangelist. Speaking a foreign 
language, seeking to reach the inmost hearts of a peo- 
ple foreign in thought and custom, he goes out, a 
gazing stock, watched by eyes casually curious, studied 
by earnest souls eager to learn all that living in and 
for the True God involves. In most places he has no 
privacy, no refuge day nor night. He travels by motor 
sometimes, but more often on bicycle, “ricksha,” or 
on boats that are crowded beyond belief. He is un- 
comfortably close to humanity that is often unwashed 
and diseased, and still more inescapably close to 
smaller “critters.” On brick and dirt floors, no com- 
fortable seat, no adequate light, no heat in winter or 
screens in summer, largely out of touch with what 
is going on in the world or with one’s own, time seems 
long in spite of the preaching, teaching, talk, con- 
ferences, prayer, and visits to believers or inquirers 
that fill the days. 

Back to the order, cleanliness, privacy, comfort, even 
beauty—in pictures, flowers, books and draperies; back 
to the love and sympathy of home, he ejaculates, “No 
wonder the Chinese say this is Heaven!” To be the 
prayer partner and “inside person”? (Chinese “nei-ren”’ 
—polite term for wife) of the itinerating evangelist is 
a worth-while task in itself. 

Not only is the missionary home a place from which 
work js done, it is a place within which are many 
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opportunities to witness. As yet the “foreign persons 
homes” are one of the most interesting sources of 
amusement that an interior city has to offer. Ther 
are no parks or movies, and a good way to entertain 
one’s guests while waiting for dinner to be served, is 
to take them to call on the foreign neighbor. With 
so few places to go, it’s an event to accept a foreign 
lady’s imvitation to call. When there are larger chil- 
dren whose lessons must be taught, gate keepers are 
of necessity instructed that certain hours are not open 
for receiving guests, but even so, in season and out 
of season many callers come—in troops of eight to 
fifteen or more, or in pairs—the Chinese lady rarely 
goes singly. 

These calls offer an opportunity to develop a feel- 
ing of friendliness and interest. Always the ladies 
are invited to the services, and having accepted hos- 
pitality they usually feel that they must attend. Often 
there is time to sing some gospel choruses or a hymn 
or two, or to tell a little of the gospel story. The 
questions. they ask of our relatives (it is Chinese 
politeness to inquire the age and state of oneself and 
one’s parents), or our customs, often lead to a word 
as to the Love-Message that has brought us there. 

Last fall two elderly ladies came over for a long 
call. They were attending a Buddhist scripture rea(- 
ing next door, where it was being held on the anni- 
versary of a relative’s death. They listened so ear- 
nestly, asked such intelligent questions, and seemed to 
see the truth and hope in what they were hearing, that 
I felt they would surely become inquirers. One of 
the ladies came to one service. Whether in old age 
and dependence they fear to offend the one who is 
providing their upkeep, or whatever the reason, they 
have not come out. Did they “take in” enough at that 
one long “‘session” to have the basis of a saving faith? 
We can but hope that there are many souls unknown 
here who will greet us in Heaven, in fulfilment of the 
promise, ““My word shall not return unto me void.” 

Last spring two ladies beyond middle age came to 
call one afternoon. After drinking tea they were 
frankly examining foreign surroundings. 

“What are you worshipping there?” they asked, 
noting a pair of candles on the mantel under a copy 
of Corot’s “Spring.” 

“We don’t use candles in worship, nor incense. We 
worship only the Supreme Ruler. He is a Spirit and 
they that worship him must worship him in spirit 
and in truth.” 

“O yes, we know. We heard Mrs. Henry Woods 
tell of these things many years ago. We know what 
you preach is true. We believe your teaching; but 
we cannot join the ‘foreign Church.’ We cannot give 
up our ancestors.” 

When the Woods first came to Hwaian in 1904, the 
first foreigners to live there, in order to allay susp 
cion, offset rumors of their dark doings, and reach 
the people, they kept open house, allowing ladies to 
look into everything from bedroom to kitchen—inte 
drawers, through the coverings of the beds and every- 
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where. There are times when one is extremely grate- 
ful for the customs that to a large degree relieve one 
from the curiosity of the opposite sex! 

And how important are the children in this enter- 
tainment for guests! A Chinese expression for “child” 
is “wah bah shee,’ puppet show. And how inter- 
ested they are in our children—their ages, food, play. 
study. The children early realize their missionary 
responsibility and contribute sweetly to the bearing of 
social burdens. Before she was two years old, little 
Sophie began to turn somersaults when Chinese ladies 
appeared. Of course it was their delighted applause 
that she enjoyed. (The Chinese children are so in- 
active compared with ours. In winter they are dressed 
in heavy wadded clothes that make movement difficult. 
They sit tightly wrapped in tub-like or churn-like 
baby keepers for the sake of warmth and safety. Chi- 
nese floors are not fit for crawlers and toddlers—the 
ladies often say to me, “Your floors are as clean as ou: 
tables.” Children are held and carried even to three 
or four years or older that their clothes may not suffer.) 
The missionary children enjoy serving tea and the 
light refreshments that often accompany it when guests 
appear. They delight to live up to their name, “pup- 
pet show,” in swinging and “doing stunts” on the acting 
bar to the amazement of their spectators. They try to 
draw the children into games with varying success. 
Their assistance is of first importance in the little 
parties that we like to give the different groups of 
school children. 

What shall I say of the joy of Christian fellowship 
with the earnest souls that come to talk over their 
problems—and what problems they do have!—or as 
they start out on an errand of witnessing come by 
for tracts and charts and a prayer together. What 
joy seasons the teacup that warms the returning worker 
reporting her successes or disappointments! Some of 
the new believers, very conscious of their ignorance 
and need, love to come in to talk of Christ and his 
teachings. Our common motherhood draws our hearts 
together. They feel that I have more time, and that 
they can find me at home—in contrast to the ladies 
who are busy with school and calling. 

But after all, the greatest function of the mission- 
ary home is to embody and illustrate “the Way” to 
which we are witnessing. How much of God’s truth 
is given to us in terms of family life! The Chinese 
do not understand unmarried people. They often ask 
us of our single ladies, “Have they no mother-in-law 
homes ?” 

“No, they choose to give themselves entirely to tell- 
ing the gospel and carrying on the school.” 
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“O yes, to acquire merit.” 

There is needful work that only unmarried folks 
can do, but also it is true that the home has its work 
that cannot be duplicated. So much that is natural 
and unconscious to us, the result of Christian influence 
for generations, is a revelation to them. “That a man 
should say ‘thank you’ to his wife!” or have the re- 
spect and consideration that the attitude bespoke, 
amazed a Chinese teacher. The willing and joyful 
obedience of the children, their respect for each other’s 
property, their truth telling, the loving and joyous 
sacrifice and consideration of others in little things, 
is a constant surprise to those who see them. The 
Chinese are terrible spoilers of children. They care- 
lessly promise rewards and often do not keep their 
promises. They give sweetmeats and gifts most in- 
judiciously. ‘He wants it!,” “He is not willing!” 
are adequate explanations of anything. Punishment 
is never inflicted except in anger, and then the rush 
of relatives and bystanders to the child’s rescue is 
warranted. Discipline administered in love, and in 
other than corporal forms, is a revelation and a sermon 
in itself. 

“Does the Missionary’s family count?” They think 
so! They realize very painfully that they do not al- 
ways live up to the high standard that is their aim, 
but they do “press on” rejoicing that they can be where 
God can use them in so vital a way. 





Youth at the Door 


By LUCILE ENLOW 


What is the use of you, wretched brains! 
Why do you mock 

At the power that surges through my veins? 
Are these doors to unlock 

Or crash with the suddenness of my strength 
If the keys are lost? 

And what if the time should come at length 
To reckon the cost? 


Life holds the keys, you say; but she yields 
To my eagerness late, 

As the seed brings the fullness of harvest to fields 
That must wait—wait. 

Might I be able to pay if I break 
Into time’s secret store? 

And shall I be glad for the things that I take 
From behind a locked door? 
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Why I Believe in North Kiangsu 


By MRS. J. R. GRAHAM, Sr., Tsing-Kiang-pu, Ku., China 


(This subject was suggested to me, and it is wit t 
explanation—I “have no confidence in the flesh” and I shall believe in North :Kiangsu' just so long as she 
“holds the beginning of her confidence steadfast.’ ) 


ERY soon after reaching my home State, a lady 
V guest drew her chair close to mine and said 

(in a rather compassionate tone), “Are you 
very much discouraged in your work?” In my sur- 
prise I exclaimed, ‘“Discouraged? Why no, I am 
not discouraged,” at which she expressed great aston- 
ishment, and went on to say she understood that our 
work was all broken up, having suffered so many 
hindrances and difficulties. Now this was not the 
only experience that showed me that the idea was 
abroad that we were all but ready to give up after 
our many reverses and trials, the work being too dif- 
ficult—if not hopeless. ‘ 

I want now to give three or four reasons why I 
am not discouraged and why I believe in North 
Kiangsu. 

First—Our message is so clear and simple. We 
receive and carry this message as straight from our 
Saviour’s lips. It was his parting goodbye word be- 
fore being received into the clouds. He had finished 
his work of salvation. He had borne the lowly life 
of deprivation, the ignominy and shame of that cruel 
cross, the rejection of his people, the wrath of his 
Father, whom to please was his whole aim and desire. 
He had laid down his life and taken it again, and 
was about to return to his Father’s right hand. 

Just before going he gives his disciples something 
to do for him! What a joy to have a request of service 
from him! And let us remember it was not said to 
those disciples alone, “but for them also which shall 
believe on me through their word.” (Jno. 17:20.) 

What was this request? 

“Go ye”—go where? Everywhere. 

“And preach”—preach what? “The gospel.” 

“And teach”—teach what? ‘“Whatsoever I have 
said unto you.” 

With the promise of what companionship? “And 
lo I am with you alway, even unto the end of the age.” 

Now, thank God, North Kiangsu holds this mes- 
sage, and gives it to those sitting in darkness and 
the shadow of death. As long as North Kiangsu car- 
ries this message unmixed with philosophy and vain 
deceit, or science, falsely so-called, or with the wisdom 
of man, and his many doubts left out, let us believe 
in her, and there will be no cause for discouragement, 
for the Holy Spirit will take this message and cause it 
to sink down into the hearts of men and women and 
it will bring forth fruit a hundredfold. 

Second—The hearers are so many and so attentive. 
It is the unanimous testimony of all our workers that 
there never was so much interest in the gospel. This 
fact is more wonderful, perhaps, to us than to you. 
For you can hardly take in the many and varied forms 
of opposition, the anti-foreign and anti-Christian 
propaganda, and the false doctrines, with persecutions, 


h willingness that I write on it, if allowed one word of 


that have been sown and broadcast all over the 
province. We get crowds of listeners wherever we go, 
Not those who have come to “look see,” as was the 
case so often in the old days, but those who have 
come to hear. Some of us have been preaching for 
forty-odd years, and have never seen a time when it 
was more thrilling to preach the gospel. It is really 
surprising, when travelling, to see how often the in- 
telligent young men and others seek us out to talk to 
us and ask questions about the gospel. 

We preach the same things that Jesus preached, 
and also Peter and Stephen, and Paul—namely, the 
Bible as the very Word of God. Beginning with 
Moses and the Prophets, we bring them down to the 
Christ, the promised Messiah and the Son of the Liv- 
ing God. 

Now do you understand that we are not discouraged 
and that we believe in North Kiangsu? 

Third—The gospel has not lost its power. “It is 
the power of God unto salvation to everyone that be- 
lieveth”—and the Chinese do believe. After the dread- 
ful upheaval of 1927-8 it was wonderful to go back 
and find so many steadfast Christians; the power of 
God had held them fast. Perhaps a concrete example 
or so would prove to you more vividly the power of 
God through the gospel. 

When away out in the wilds of the north, a man 
whom my husband did not know at all came to him 
and said, “I know that this doctrine you are preach- 
ing is true.” Mr. Graham asked whom he had heard 
preach it and he said, “I have never heard any ome 
preach it,” then he asked again, “What books have 
you read?” To which the man answered, “I have 
never read any books about it.” “Then how can you 
know it is true?” asked Mr. Graham; and this was 
his answer, “J have seen a man.” And then he de- 
scribed an acquaintance who in his former knowledge 
of him broke all laws, and committed all of “the four 
sins” (eating opium, wine drinking, gambling, and 
adultery), and many other forms of iniquity, but after 
believing this doctrine, he had become an exemplary 
citizen, and a pure and good man, and added, “noth- 
ing but a true doctrine could ever make a man over 
like that.” May it be said of us “I have seen 4 
man”; “I have seen a woman”; “I know this word is 
truth!” 

Let me give you one more case, though there are 
many more in my mind. I select this one because it 
shows with what promptness the power of God in 
the gospel works upon the heart prepared for its re 
ception. 

There was in our most northern out-station an old 
lady of unusual intelligence, seventy-five years old, 
who, being a believer in the immortality of the soul 
(as the Chinese generally are), had for years been 
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burdened with the sense of sin unforgiven, and lack 
of hope for the next life, and had exhausted every 
method of religion she knew of, in search of peace 
and satisfaction. It is needless to say that she found 
none, and in desperation had settled down and become 
a zealous Buddhist; scrupulously fulfilling all require- 
ments of that religion, which necessitated self-denial 
and quite a little expenditure of money. Having 
heard of the preaching being done in the place in 
which she was staying, and being thoroughly dissatis- 
fied with what she had, she went to hear. She listened 
eagerly to every word, and as the preacher explained 
the way of salvation, she understood every word, and 
believed! After the service was over she turned to 
her companion and said in her emphatic way, “Well! 
I have heard the truth today; I have at last heard 
TRUTH.” It had entered into her heart; she recog- 
nized it as truth and accepted it at once. 

Without delay she gathered together all her 
Buddhistic paraphernalia, dumped it into her kimono, 
carried it to the river and emptied it into the water, 
saying: “I am done with you henceforth.” She has 
ever since been the happiest person in her new-found 
religion that I ever saw. She told me months after- 
wards that she had never had one particle of doubt 
in her heart. 


God is with us here—therefore I believe in North 
Kiangsu. 

This province of North Kiangsu has a population 
of 16,000,000. .No Church is working here but our 
Southern Presbyterian Church, with the exception of 
a small station of the China Inland Mission. Our 
Church has ‘in it eight stations which are the head- 
quarters and homes of the missionaries, and where are 
located our hospitals and schools. To each of these 
stations are allotted two evangelistic workers. So you 
see éach pair of evangelistic missionaries have 
2,000,000 souls under their care! Even with the 
native helpers, how inadequate the force! ll are 
pushing into the dark places, trying to give every- 
one a chance, even amid perils and dangers of many 
kinds. Then there comes the one discouragement— 
our Church seems to be failing us, the force already 
too small must be lessened, our work must be cut! 

God grant a great awakening of his people, that 
the curse of Meroz may be averted, and the reward 
of “thou good and faithful servant,’ may be obtained! 

Now friends, seeing that we have the joy of seeing 
in one year from the work of one station 250 to 300 
baptized and 3,000 enquirers, and in the whole of 
North Kiangsu 15,000 or more enquirers, ought we 
not to be encouraged, and ought we not to “believe in 
North Kiangsu”’? 





Students from the Sutsien Field Preparing for the Ministry 
By REV. C. H. PATTERSON, Sutsien, Ku., China 


NE of the most difficult problems to solve on 
O the mission field is that of securing the right 

kind of Spirit-filled assistants and co-workers 
to help us in the great task of sowing the Word and 
harvesting the fruit. The Lord himself prayed all 
night before he felt clear in his mind as to whom he 
should select to be with him and learn of him and 
later carry the responsibility and burden of establish- 
ing the Church. If it took this much care on the 
part of the Lord, how infinitely more careful we 
should be to know that we are helping the right men 
to get the preparation to be leaders in establishing the 
Kingdom in this land. The two great problems fac- 
ing the evangelist in China are, being sure that it is 
the call of the Lord that prompts the individual to 
seek theological training, and finding an institution 
of suitable educational standards and spiritual insight 
in which to matriculate the student. 

It was with great-interest that we on the mission 
field read the instructions to us of Commission II of 
the Congress on World Missions last February, in 
which we were told to employ more native workers with 
mission funds as a solution to the seemingly impos- 
sible task of evangelizing our mission territories. To 
the uninitiated the reasonableness of the instructions 
seemed evident. In fact by far the simplest and 
faslest way to do mission work would be to establish 
@ couple of theological seminaries, turn out graduates, 


pay them salaries and tell them to do the hard work 
of evangelizing their own people. It sounds fine. It 
ought to work. It is certainly the easiest way for the 
mission to solve its problems and do its work. In 
fact, there is nothing at all wrong with this method 
carried to extreme, except that in the experience of 
our North Kiangsu Missionaries, it does not work in 
actual practice. 

Forty years ago my father started the work in a 
section of this field and there and then started the 
effort to develop and secure qualified Chinese who had 
the moral and spiritual and educational qualifications 
to help the missionary in his endless work and op- 
portunities. In those days the only possible way to 
solve the problem was for the evangelist himself to 
select certain Christians and take time during the win- 
ter months to have special Bible classes and give them 
the necessary background for Christian work. In 
going out through the country field now I still find 
many evidences of the good work done by these special 
classes in training loca] leaders and giving the essen- 
tials of the gospel to the older generation. In. fact 
the present stability of the Church is largely due to 
such special training given then and since. ; 

Coming down to the present I can testify that wha 
we seek with our whole being is the fellowship of co- 
laborers who have been truly called by the Lord and 
who have been “thrust forth by him into the harvest 
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field.” It is so easy to pick out a likely-looking chap, 
send him to a theological seminary, employ him with 
mission funds when he graduates, and then. think that 
we have done a great work for the cause of the King- 
dom in China, It is so hard to find men and women 
who have been truly called of the Lord. We have 
been commanded by the Lord himself to pray “the 
Lord of the harvest to thrust forth laborers into his 
harvest.” Will you not help us pray this prayer? We 
do not need a Commission to tell us to employ more 
harvesters. What we need is for the Lord to prepare 
the harvesters and lead us to them. 

We praise his name that there are some Spirit-filled 
Chinese harvesters in our field. We are thankful that 
we know from personal contact and experience that 
the Holy Spirit can and does call men in this land 
to a life of toil and sacrifice in the gospel ministry. 
We are thankful that we in the Sutsien field have a 
first-class Bible Schoo] and theological seminary within 
one hundred and fifty miles that we can trust to 
furnish our men with an intellectually adequate and 
spiritually vital training in this day of such universal 
coldness and materialism. We refer to the North China 
Theological Seminary and the Mateer Memorial Bible 
School located in Tenghsien, China. Dr. and Mrs. 
B. C. Patterson and Rev. and Mrs. M. A. Hopkins, 
all of whom have spent years of labor in the Sutsien 
field, are now there and give especial attention to our 
students. It is a great asset to the field to have this 
spendid conservative theological institution to back us 
up. 
The photographs accompanying this article show 
two groups of students who are in training this fall. 
Let us hope and pray that the Lord is using our 
money and our selection to prepare leaders for our 
field of two million who will truly be luborers in the 
harvest field. A brief explanation might be in order 
for the interest and information of all of those who 
read this article. In the first group there are eight 
young men and I have called them “Theological Stu- 
dents,” to differentiate from the second group. These 
eight young men have been educated from youth in 
our schools, and have been members of our church 
since they could remember, and as far as we can tell 
by all human methods of observation are sincere in 
their desire to secure a theological education in order 
to better preach the gospel of the Lord, and are not 
motivated by a desire to secure a salary. We have 
watched them in their personal lives, and we have had 
them teach for us in our Christian country primary 
schools, and we are financially helping them get a 
theological training in the most conservative and 
Biblical institution that we know about. When they 
finish they will expect the Mission or Chinese Churcl: 
to call them and pay them salaries as preachers and 
country evangelists. I mention this not in any way 
to reflect on the group, but to bring out in clear relief 
the difference between this and the other group. 

The second picture shows ten men and one woman 
whom I have designated as “Special Students.” This 
group is an experiment. It was inspired, I hope, by 
the Lord. It was prompted because of certain ex- 
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North China Theological Seminary and Bible School 

1. Theological students from the Sutsien field. 

2. Special students, elders, deacons, and future church 
leaders from Sutsien field taking one-term Bible 
course. 


periences with employed workers who did not work, 
and thought they were saddled on the Mission pay 
roll for life. This group consists of local leaders 
from eight different churches in the field. They are 
being helped to the extent of board and books for one 
term on condition that they return to their home 
churches at the end of the first term and devote theit 
spare energy to the establishing of the church without 
asking for or expecting financial assistance from the 
church or the mission. They are carefully selected 
men. They have all been earnest workers in the 
church for the past few years without pay, and 
if this special training will give them the confidence 
and spiritual vision to come home and serve the Lord 
in earnest in their spare time, the money will have been 
well spent. It is our universal experience that a really 
intelligent and earnest Christian in a local church 
group who makes his own living and serves the Lord 
in his spare time is of more value to a church than 
a lukewarm although well educated preacher, receiv: 
ing mission pay. 

We are living in a day when mission funds art 
being cut, and when the Native Church is thinking 4 
never before about the problem of self-support. This 
plan of having local men take some special training 
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Missions 


in Bible and qualify themselves to carry on the wor- 
ship services of the church, whether trained preachers 
are employed or not, appeals to many of the smaller 
church groups as a very definite step in the direction 
of an independent church. It appeals to me very much 
as a missionary evangelist because one of the greatest 
criticisms hurled at the Church in China today and 
its leaders, is that they are preaching for the salary. 
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Although this is not true in countless instances, hav- 
ing a self-supporting preaching laity is an argument 
in itself that cannot be questioned. We ask your prayers 
for these men when they return home after Christmas 
that they may be faithful to their vision, and also pray 
that those we are planning to send up during the 
spring term may be selected by the Lord. 








The entire staff of the Sutsien General Hospital. This picture was taken November, 1931 


Sutsien General Hospital 


By NORMAN G. PATTERSON, M. D., Sutsien, China 


N THE fall of 1929, I attended Dr. Bradley in 

his last illness, and during that time he was very 

earnest in his desire that I return here and con- 
tinue his work. This is my home town, so to speak, 
as I was born here, so I was really anxious to return. 
I arrived here in the fall of 1930 and since that time 
have been trying to get the hospital back in shape. 
It was occupied by soldiers and thoroughly looted in 
1927. The hospital had been running on a small 
scale with a Chinese doctor in charge for two years 
previous to 1930. The place certainly was in a mess, 
never having been properly repaired following the 
trouble, and with no westerner around to see that 
things were kept clean. The medical staff was in- 
efficient and patients few—averaging about thirty or 
less inpatients. The clinic was on the first floor of 
the hospital proper, which added considerably to the 
general filth of the institution. ‘The Boys’ School, 
across the way from the hospital, was a complete 
wreck. All doors, window frames, and windows, had 
been removed, and many walls and roofs damaged. 
There was not a stick of wood about the place. The 
buildings were occupied by soldiers twenty times dur- 
ing the first eight months of my stay here, in spite 
’ verbal and written governmental orders to the con- 
rary, 

My work has been very discouraging .as far as 
getting a respectable-looking hospital is concerned, but 
fairly encouraging as far as growth is concerned. The 


hospital proper has been partially repaired and also 
part of the Boys’ School has been repaired for a Kala 
Azar Ward. lt will accommodate about 70 patients 

The inpatients vary from 50 to 120, and the daily 
clinic from 60 to 100. The staff at present consists 
of one Chinese doctor, two internes, and fifteen more 
or less untrained nurses. The nurses have only what 
training would naturally be acquired by staying around 
a hospital for a few years. Since there is no trained 
nurse here and since I have neither the time nor the 
language to train them, they do not know much. The 
rest of the staff of thirty is made up of orderlies, 
gatemen, and cook. The patients have every kind of 
disease that could be imagined, and a great. many 
which only a person from China could possibly imag- 
ine. Consequently the work never lacks variety in 
the way of medical and surgical cases. 

The evangelistic work is done mainly by two hos- 
pital evangelists, but we try to have everyone help 
as much as possible. Patients attend morning chapel 
and Sunday services as well. There is also a daily 
service held for clinic patients. I cannot say how 
many of the patients are really converted, but hope 
for the best. 

The hospital (130 beds) is financed at present, 
with the recent appropriation reductions, en gold 
$26.50 a month. You can imagine how much charity 
work can be done—consequently many people have to 
be turned away untreated because they are too poor. 
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I Want to Know 


Question: Do China and other countries, to which 
we send missionaries, after the work has gained head- 
way, send out Chinese missionaries to other parts? 

Mrs. J. L. Cooley, Jr., Natchez, Miss. 


Answer: In every mission field where there is a 
well established native church they endeavor to send 
out their own workers. In Shanghai there is an in- 
dependent organization, named the Chinese Home Mis- 
sionary Society, operated and financed by Chinese, 
sending out its own missionaries into the far south- 
east of China. The Korean General Assembly for years 
has sent Korean missionaries to Japan to work among 
Koreans, to Shanghai for the same purpose, and into 
Siberia to work among both Koreans and Chinese. 
They also have a Shantung Mission in North China 
working exclusively among the Chinese. The Bra- 
zilian Presbyterian Church also has its missionaries, 
and this is true of still other fields. Such results of 
the foreign missionary’s efforts are our surest testi- 
monies that our converts are not “rice Christians” 
but are themselves fired with the same unselfish evan- 
gelistic spirit that prompted ‘us to send missionaries 
to them, 


Question: What is the attitude of Chinese toward 
American missionaries? 


Mrs. J. L. Cooley, Jr. 

Answer: On the whole the Chinese people are pro- 
American, and our missionaries are looked upon with 
favor. The fair attitude of our government in all 
of its dealings with the Chinese and the splendid re- 
sponse of the American people to Chinese appeals in 
times of famine and distress are largely responsible 
for this. Although there is an unfriendly attitude 
toward British and Japanese in China, wherever the 
work of the missionary is understood he is most wel- 
come, whatever his nationality might be. 


Question: Are the wars in China against the 

Christian gospel? 
Mrs. J. L. Cooley, Jr. 

Answer: Not at all. In fact most of the leadership 
of the Nationalist Party, the Revolutionary group, are 
Christians. The former President, Chiang Kai Shek, 
is a Christian; three of his Cabinet members are 
Christians; a number of his generals are Christians, 
and it is estimated that from sixty to seventy per cent 
of the Nanking Governmental Bureau heads are Chris- 
tians. Certainly the Communist element in China may 
be described as anti-Christian just as they are pitting 
themselves against every other religion, but this ele- 
ment does not represent China, but rather is recog- 
nized by the Government as China’s greatest enemy. 


Question: In view of the past record of Foreign 
Missions, how long will it take to completely cover 
the earth with the gospel? 


Mrs. J. L. Cooley, Jr. 

Answer: Your phrase “in view of the past record” 
limits the answer greatly. If our “past record” is to 
be any criterion, and we make no more rapid progress 
in the next 1900 years than we have made in the past 
1900, prospects might indeed be gloomy. But when one 
recalls the tremendous acceleration in the Foreign Mis- 
sion enterprise in the last 150 years, prospects are 
exceedingly bright. With missionaries going out to 
the non-Christian world from practically every Chris- 
tian nation, and Christian groups springing up within 
these so-called “heathen nations,” it would seem that 
within the next 100 years at most, if the Christian 


churches would support their missionaries to their 
fullest, every man, woman, and child in the world 
would have a chance to understand and accept the 
gospel message. : 

Question: Why does the missionary have to stay 
a lifetime in one spot, when Paul preached the gospel 
in all the world in twenty years and left the churches 
to finish the task? (No signature. ) 

Answer: It is not possible to answer this fully ip 
a few lines. A full answer would involve a complete 
analysis of Paul’s message, the world he lived in, the 
universality of the Jewish Synagogue, and the fact 
that he practically had the world all to himself. 

Our missionaries today, in so far as language, travel, 
intelligence, and the Holy Spirit permit, are faith. 
fully trying to follow Paul’s plan. Nearly everywhere 
Paul went he found a Jewish synagogue with a con. 
gregation already gathered to hear him, with a Jewish 
background and religious conception upon which to 
build. There was no need of a long period of train. 
ing of workers to carry on in his stead. Consider how 
different it would have been, however, had Paul been 
in China, where people had never heard of his “Jehovah” 
or his “promised Messiah” or God’s revelations to his 
people, and where the superstructure was 100 per cent 
heathen. 

To assume that missionaries, because they live in 
one place, do all their work within that one place, is 
a grave error. In North Kiangsu, for example, there 
are thousands of villages within just three or four 
days’ travel of every station, enough work to keep a 
missionary going for his whole life and yet never visit 
a village more than three or four times. Mission- 
aries, in so far as possible, follow the leading of the 
Holy Spirit, as evidenced by open minds and open 
hearts. One could spend his time just walking over 
the country proclaiming the gospel, then moving on, 
feeling that the job was then done. But I doubt 
whether Paul, after preaching his famous sermon on 
Mars’ Hill, felt that the evangelistic job in Athens was 
complete. This is the way most missionaries feel 
about their first efforts, and unfortunately their lan 
guage is not as completely understood as was Pauwl’s, 
since they are not as fluent in their foreign tongue 
as Paul was in Greek, 

_ Question: Last night I noticed in your November 
issue that your answer to the last question regarding 
any cut in salaries of missionaries is not altogether true 
since the action taken by the Committee in September. 
G. F. Bell, D. D., Louisvilie, Ky. 

Answer: I am grateful to Dr. Bell for bringing this 
to my attention. When the copy for the November 
Survey went to press, the action of the Executive Com 
mittee cutting foreign missionary salaries had not yet 
been taken. That action was as follows. (Minutes of 
F. M. C., September, 1931. Page 21, paragraph 2): 

“That there be a cut of 10% on the amount appropri- 
ated (which means ‘paid’) to the missions for the period 
October 1, 1931, to March 31, 1982, for classes I, IV, Y, 
VI, VII, and X, to be adjusted as each mission sees fit 
on one, any or all of these classes.” 

Class I above refers to missionary salaries and child 
allowances on the foreign field. Although the Missions 
were given the privilege of allocating the cut to the 
various classes, Class I was the largest item that was 
not already greatly cut last April 1st, and therefore 
has, by most missionaries, been greatly reduced so as 


to save the work appropriations from still further re 
duction. 
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The Larger Parish of Henry County, Georgia 


By REV. ANSLEY C. MOORE 


(The following article is by Rev. Ansley C. Moore, of McDonough, Georgia. Mr. Moore has had the Coun- 
try Church studies in Columbia Seminary and is making a demonstration of a plan recommended by the 
Department of Country Church Work. In putting on the program, he has the assistance of his wife and 
Mr. W. H Jackson, a student in Columbia Theological Seminary.—Editor’s Note.) 


HE Larger Parish plan has come into such promi- 
nence in the last few years and has met with 
such success that many are hailing it not only 
as a sound home mission principle, but as the salva- 
tion of the rural churches. It is my purpose in this 
article to set forth this plan as it is in operation in 
my county, and then to offer a justification of the plan. 

A survey of this county revealed the fact that we 
have almost five thousand people who are unchurched. 
There are thirty-eight churches of all denominations 
in the county, but the larger number of these churches 
have only a preaching program and hence are not any- 
thing like meeting the need. Five of these churches are 
Presbyterian, and three of these are small home mis- 
sion churches. We believe that the‘‘overlooked” con- 
stitute a far greater problem than the “overchurched” 
in the country. These five thousand unchurched rural 
people began to tramp across our hearts until we felt 
that something had to be done. We arranged to have 
all the officers of the five Presbyterian churches, the 
Auxiliary presidents, and the Young People’s Society 
presidents meet for supper and discuss plans for having 
the five churches join hands and do a county-wide job 
that none could possibly do alone. 

As a result of this meeting, we set up the Larger 
Parish Council which is composed of one man and 
one woman elected by the session of each of the five 
churches, together with the minister and the supply 
who is a Columbia Seminary student. This council 
meets about three times a year and plans the program 
for the parish, then refers it back for the sessions to 
approve or disapprove, and then the council members 
are responsible for seeing that the program is put over 
in their particular church. 

One of the curses of the country church has been 
the fact that they have usually only one Sunday a 
month for preaching services. One can scarcely ex- 
pect a church to prosper with that kind of a program. 
We worked out a preaching schedule whereby the Semi- 
nary student, Mr. W. Harvell Jackson, and I preach 
three times each Sunday. We rotate preaching in 
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each other’s pulpits, thereby giving each of the churches 
in the county at least three Sundays each month, and 
one of the country churches, our largest, has four 
preaching Sundays each month. On the fifth Sunday 
I go to the three smaller churches holding communion 
services, baptising and receiving people into the church, 
which gives these smaller churches four communion 
services each year. Everything that is put on in the 
McDonough church, which is the town church, is either 
put on for the entire parish, or is repeated five times 
in the parish. This gives the country churches the 
same program which the town church has.. In the past 
too often the country church has been yoked with the 
town church simply for the purpose of supplementing 
the minister’s salary with little thought of really de- 
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Vacation Bible School, at McDonough, Georgia 


veloping the country church. The Larger Parish plan 
aims to give the rural people the same religious ad- 
vantages which the larger town church that can afford 
to have an ordained minister enjoys. 


THE LARGER PARISH PLAN JUSTIFIED 


1. The Larger Parish plan is a ministry over areas 
as well as churches. One of the great problems in the 
church today is the restlessness of both ministers and 
congregations. If the small town and rural minister 
gets the vision of the Larger Parish plan and sees 
the entire county as his parish, and plans his program 
to reach the entire area, he has no time to be restless. 
Most of us simply look at our constituency, our small 
membership around the church doorstep, and we be- 
come impatient, restless. If we “lift up our eyes and 
look on the fields” as the Master told his disciples to 
do, we will see vast rural areas which are covered with 
churches, but churches with inadequate programs, and 
with hundreds of people who need a real, live church 
with a year-round program of the educational type. 
And let me add a word about parish boundaries. One 
of the weaknesses of Protestantism is that its ministry 
seldom knows where the parish boundaries are. The 
priest knows to the block where his parish begins and 
ends, and he is responsible for every soul in the parish. 
The Larger Parish plan offers a scientific means of 
determining the parish boundary by making it co- 
extensive with the trade area. People who trade in a 
common center can be organized in a parish with a 
common center. Our Church with its educated, teach- 
ing ministry needs to think in terms of areas rather 
than constituencies, and when we put on a program 
with the area in mind, we find that people of all denom- 
inations support the work and are blessed. 

2. The Larger Parish plan gives the weakest 
churches in the county a ministry they could not other- 
wise afford. Many weak rural churches have never 
had an ordained minister living in their county whom 
they could call their own. The Larger Parish plan 
gives all of the churches a minister living in their 
midst whom they can call upon for funerals, sickness, 
weddings, etc. This gives stability to the churches, 
and means more than we realize, 


3. The Larger Parish plan gives the churches a 
diversified ministry. Two or three ministers rotating 
in a parish, preaching in all the churches, give those 
churches a better-rounded ministry. We are finding 
that in each church there are people I cannot reach 
just because, I suppose, they are not attracted by the 
way I break the Bread of Life. Mr. Jackson preaches 
in that pulpit the next Sunday and his way of break- 
ing the Bread appeals to them, and as a consequence 
in many cases we feel that we are reaching twice as 
many people as if we were doing the work alone. 

4. The Larger Parish plan gives momentum to the 
work. We had no Sunday school in one of the churches 
in the parish. The council and the entire parish got 
behind that church and put a Sunday school there 
which is now doing a fine work. Each part of the 
program is strengthened by the weight of the Parish 
behind it. 

5. The Larger Parish plan gives opportunity for 
pooling talent and leadership, thus making it possible 
to put over a real year-round program that would be 
otherwise impossible. The greatest problem in every 
rural church is the lack of trained leadership. Our 
hands are tied on every side by the paucity of leaders. 
This plan largely solves our problem. We wanted the 
Men-of-the-Church but had only a handful of men 
in each church who would support such a movement. 
Since these churches are organized into one unit, the 
Parish, we organized the men from the five churches 
into one organization. Thus we had enough real lead- 
ers to elect officers, group leaders, department chairmen, 
etc. We rotate those meetings, having the supper in 
a different church each month and we are finding that 
these fifty men look forward to visiting the other 
churches, and that the mixing of rural men with town 
men is having a very interesting sociological and 
psychological result. Again, we wanted to put on a 
recreational program in our country churches but had 
only a few young people in one of them. We put on 
a combined recreational program for the two churches 
nearest each other. Why not? These people are al- 


ready grouped as one parish and think of the work as 
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The Land of the Bible 
‘Then—and ‘Today 


Travel Institute of Bible Research 


By SAMUEL H. CUFF, Managing Director, 


Here is a “dream trip” to the scenes of the International S. S. Lessons for this quarter. 
It is second only to visiting the land yourself. 


This is to be a story of 
the “land” as it is today. 
It is being written in the 
hope that it will bring 
many thousands closer to 
Christ and closer to His 
teachings. 

In this story, it is our aim to take you on a 
“dream trip” to the Holy Land—to let you 
visit in your mind the scene of each Inter- 
national S. S. Lesson during the current quar- 
ter. You will find it inspiring. It will make 
each lesson more vivid—alive—forceful. 

In order to gain the maxi- 
mum from our descriptions, I 
suggest that you preserve this 
article, preferably in your Bible. 
As you study each lesson you 
will find it intensely interesting 
to read how the land in this 
particular locality appearstoday. 
You will obtain a clearer picture 
of the lesson and situations which 
prompted the teachings. It will 
be much easier to apply those 
teachings to our modern world. 

So come with us—for a dream 
trip. It is afternoon. Our giant 
ship has left Phaleron Bay and 
is steaming majestically toward 
Beirut. We have been refreshed 
in body and mind by days at 
sea on the palatial liners of the 
P. & O., Cunard or Fabre lines 
and are looking forward eagerly 
to the days ahead in the Holy 
Land. The islands of the Greek archipelago 
are both to right and left of us. 

There is one especially which attracts us. 
Like the others, it has huge cliffs of 
solid rock which tower over the blue 
waters of the Aegean Sea like battle- 
ments. It is the island known to all 
Christians by the name of Patmos, and 
it was there St. John received the , 
Revelation. In all, the island is only f v 
ten miles long and six miles wide. 

The first lesson of 1932 is found in 

the first eighteen verses of the Gospel ac- 
cording to St. John. There the apostle tells 
the story of the Son of God coming to earth. 
As he sat on the rocks of Patmos and gazed 
out to sea, no doubt his thoughts turned back- 
ward to those glorious years he spent with 
the Saviour, Now as we gaze at Patmos we 
too can turn back our thoughts to the teach- 
ings which have meant so much to us. 
_ But we do not stop at Patmos. Interest- 
ing though it is because of the association 
with St. John, a still greater interest lies 
ahead. Beirut—the Gateway to the Holy 
Land, will be reached the following day, 
80, as the sun sinks into the sea behind us, 
we take one last look at Patmos and turn 
our eyes eastward. 








Beirut today is the port of Syria, a French 
protectorate, and the precise efficiency of the 
omnipresent French Colonial troops form a 
marked contrast to the world we seek. So 
we do not tarry but, in imagination, trans- 
port ourselves immediately to the land of the 
second lesson. 

On January 10, our lesson tells the story of 
the First Disciples (John 1:35-45). In the 
days of our Lord and, even to this day, the 
roads between Galilee and Jerusalem were 
almost impassable during the spring season. 
Hence the natural and less difficult way to 





The world famous S. S. Aquitania of the Cunard Line will carry hundreds 


of Christians across the ocean this year. 


make the journey was to follow the fertile 
Jordan valley. This the Saviour was doing 
when the Baptism took place. The exact 
location is not known but presumably 
it was due east of Jericho. The re- 
cruiting of the disciples took place east 
of the Plain of Esdraelon, and con- 
tinued on to the southeast of the Sea 
of Galilee, thence around to Bethsaida 
on the north. 

Today the fertile valley of the Jordan 
is still tilled by peasants; shepherds 
watch their flocks; and on the Sea of Galilee 
the fishermen still stretch their nets as they 
have done for thousands of years. The natives 
who now inhabit the land are of almost pure 
Semitic blood, but of course they are not of 
the Jewish religion. Ever since the wave of 
Islam swept the land they have been wor- 
shippers of the Mohammedan faith. These 
natives, in all probability, are very similar 
types and possibly direct descendants of the 
ones our Lord knew and loved so well. 

We shall meet many of them as we follow 
the Jordan southward and then cross the hills 
to Jerusalem. The lesson for January 17, is 
based on the story of Jesus and Nicodemus 
as related by the apostle John (John 3: 1-16). 
The citv today has many homes which are 


we 


not unlike those the Saviour visited; the 
stone fences and roads are almost identical, 
and in some cases have remained unchanged. 

The exact location within the city, where 
Nicodemus visited Jesus is not knowh how- 
ever there are many typical homes still exist- 
ing that will give us the required back- 
ground, During the week of the Passover 
the Jewish residents of the city conduct the 
ceremony in exactly the same manner as they 
have for more than 3000 years. This is one 
of the times they appear at the “Wailing 
Wall’ in large numbers to lament because of 
the destruction of the Temple 
and the dispersion of their race. 
Originally the wall was a part 
of Solomon’s Temple, but now 
it forms the eastern wall of the 
Mosque of Omar area. 


Drink at Jacob’s Well 


There is so much to see in 
Jerusalem that it is difficult for 
us to leave, but the next lesson 
takes us to Samaria, so once 
more we must yield to the wings 
of our imagination. The lesson 
for January 24, is the story of 
the Samaritan woman (John 
4:9-26) and takes place out- 
side the city of Sychar at Jacob’s 
Well. Samaria was the land 
immediately north of Judea and 
south of Galilee, yet its residents 
were not of the Jewish faith. 
An arid country like all of Palestine, water 
was a precious possession and wells were 
owned by the community. Jacob’s Well was 
was dug by Jacob and bequeathed accord- 
ing to legend, to the Samaritans who cher- 
ished it highly. It is one of the very few 
artesian wells in Palestine. Today it still 
exists and still furnishes water to the thirsty. 
The stones about it are worn with time. 
Innumerable thousands have refreshed them- 





Sifting wheat from F 
chaff is still a _ m 
household task in the land which has stood still 


for centuries. 











selves from its waters and rested by its side, 
just as Jesus did on the day of our lesson. 

In appearance the well is not radically 
different than the wells one sees on the older 
American and European farms. The diam- 
eter of the well is about five feet. Around 
it a wall of natural rock is built to a height 
of about three feet and every day the native 
women could be seen drawing their water 
supply in earthenware vessels. 


From Galilee to Jerusalem 


For our next lessen, that of January 31, 
we must proceed sti!l further northward to 
the shores of the Sea of Galilee. This les- 
son (John 6:1-13, 48-51) tells the story of 
Jesus feeding the multitude. The scene 
probably was on the northeastern slope of 
the Sea of Galilee. The Sea of Galilee, like 
the Dead Sea, is lower than the level of the 
Mediterranean, but unlike the larger body 
of water it is not excessively salty. The 
water is slightly brackish but nevertheless it 
is commonly used for drinking. The scene 
of this lesson is one of loveliness and beauty. 
With a background of dark hills 
the multitude rests on the green 
velvet of the plains, the sea 
sparkling in the sunlight just as 
we see it today. 

Now we must retrace our steps 
to Jerusalem for the sixth lesson 
In Jericho, as in all Palestine, women 
still sit before their doors and make 

as their ancestors have done for 


thousands of 
years. 
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of the year—that of February 7. It is taken 
from John 8:31-36 and again we see Jesus 
in scholarly discussion with the Jews. These 
discussions may have taken place in the 
temple itself or possibly beneath the shade of 
one of the multitude of olive trees. As we 
wander through the city we shall see innum- 
erable spots, all of which He visited, and 
any one of which may have been the exact 
spot where He said to the world, “The truth 
shall make you free” (John 8:32). 

As in all ancient cities, the streets of Jeru- 
salem are narrow and winding. Squat houses 
are built close to both sides of the road. 
Travelers on foot, donkeys laden with all 
manner of burdens, herds of sheep and goats, 
camels, and even modern motor cars wind 
their way through the streets. Ancient olive 
and fig trees nod lazily and provide refresh- 
ing shade for the wayfarers. 

Likewise the setting for the lesson of 
February 14 is within the city of Jerusalem. 
It is the story of the man born blind as told 
in John 9: 1-11, 30-38, and as we visit Jeru- 
salem it will be easy for us to picture the 
group on that memorable Sabbath morning. 
We will see the blind beggar groping toward 
the pool of Siloam which is located on the 


outskirts of the city to the southeast. On 
either side of the streets are low walls of 
stone by which the beggar guides himself. 
And as we dream, we will wonder if some 
of these very stones were not touched by His 
hands—if some‘ of these walls did not pro- 
vide a place for Him to rest during the heat 
of the day. 

Now we must leave the city again and fly 
on our wings of imagination into the coun- 
tryside where the sheep still graze as they 
have for thousands of years. For although 
the lesson for February 21 (John 10: 1-16) 
probably was spoken within the city, the 
parable will be made more vivid by a visit 
to one of the flocks that shepherds still tend 
among the hills. 

In the land today, even as 
in the time of our Lord, sheep 
are one of the most impor- 
tant of the domestic animals. 
Among the rocks and hills 
and on the desert there is 
a comparatively limited 
amount of food, even for 
these hardy animals. The 



































good shepherd guides his flock to the 
fields of plenty. The indolent or ignor- 
ant suffer their sheep to be lost. As 
we look at flocks the words“The Lord 
is my shepherd” will take a new sig- 
nificance—for a shepherd in the land 
of the Bible either gives life or de- 
stroys it. 
To Bethany. Beyond the walls of 
Jerusalem to the southeast, lies the 
village of Bethany where Lazarus lived 
with his sisters, Mary and Martha. Our 
lesson for February 28 is one of the 
most beautiful in the entire gospel (John 
11: 32-44) and on our visit to Bethany it 
will seem as if time had turned back 2000 
years and we too were among the witnesses 
to the greatest of His miracles. Bethany has 
changed little throughout the ages. Squat 
buildings of stone. A well centuries old, 
still supplies the water that women carry in 
earthen jars, just as did Mary and 
Martha when Jesus came to visit 











































Across the Atlantic to the ever atin waters of the Mediterra- 
mean our ship carries us closer to “the land” and to Him. 
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From the hills, we look down upon 
Bethlehem before we enter it. 
“Wise Men” followed this road 
nearly 2000 years ago. 
preserved. During our dream 
trip we shall visit them—a 
house of stone—a sepulchre of 
native rock. Their authenticity 
does not concern us. We know 
we are walking the very streets 
He walked—finding rest where 
He found it. We are visiting the 
village which was dear to Him. 

And now, once more we follow the wind- 
ing road into Jerusalem, the scene of the last 
four lessons. We are about to reach the 
climax of our dream trip. 

Our lesson for March 6 is found in John 
13: 1-15 and is tke beautiful story of Jesus 
washing the feet of His disciples. As every 
one knows, this took place at the conclusion 
of the Last Supper. The traditional site of 
this event is marked today by the Tomb of 
David (a Mohammedan property) and it is 
visited each year by many thousands of 
Christians. But interesting though it is, the 
background we seek is not available at the 
site. We must seek an ancient home in 
Jerusalem so that we may see exactly the 
surroundings which existed on that day 
nearly 2000 years ago. 

We do not walk far before we reach a 
home or an inn which in general outline and 
structure is probably a counterpart of the 





them. Flocks of sheep can be seen 
in the distance. The tinkle of 
camel bells herald the approach 
of a caravan, yet the village does 
not awaken. The caravans, like 
the years, will pass by Bethany. 
Today the village of Bethany is 
known by the Arabic name of El’ 
Azariyeh. About thirty families 
comprise the entire population, in 
spite of the fact that its location on 
the eastern slop of the Mount of 
Olives is an ideal one from many 
standpoints. In the time of Jesus 
the village probably was more 
prosperous and more thickly popu- 
lated, as it was a favorite retreat 
not only for the Saviour but also 
for many residents of Jerusalem. During 
the Mohammedan invasion much of the vil- 
lage was destroyed, but it is claimed by 
many that the home of Mary and Martha as 
well as the sepulchre of Lazarus are stil] 
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Crude plows drawn by many different kinds of animals 
are still used to till the land. 


one our Lord and His disciples honored. 
Like all the ancient houses of the city, it 8 
built of stone except for the beams. On the 
roof are the distinctive domes with which 
all Christians have been familiar since story 
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book days. The entire structure encloses a 
courtyard which is the central meeting place 
for the family. 

The Last Supper was held in a room on 
the second floor which, in the house we are 
visiting, is reached by a stairway from the 
courtyard. Floors and ceiling of stone, worn 
smooth by centuries; an archway leading to 
the roof;—as we gaze upon this room occu- 














































erusalem today as it appears from the 

lount of See Seren in > — 

und mar! e osque o mar 

built on the traditional site of Solomon’s 
Temple. 


pied today by guests of the 
“goodman” who is our host, we 
can almost imagine time has been 
turned back to the day when “a 
man carrying a vessel of water” 
guided Peter and John to the 
scene of the Feast. 

At the conclusion of the Supper, 
according to custom, the Saviour 
and His disciples left the room 
where they had eaten and probably 

f> sat upon the roof, 
overlooking the city. 
This is the setting for 
the lesson of March 13, 
which is the story of Jesus 
comforting His disciples as 
told in John 14:1-18. 

On our dream trip, the 
stone pavement of the roof is 
bathed in moonlight. The 
‘ city lies at our feet, resting 
in the cool of the evening. On other roofs, 
many family groups can be seen, because the 
Feast of the Unleavened Bread has ended 
and the roof is the porch to a Palestinian 
family. The twelve listen while He com- 
forts them. And we read again those words 
of comfort and find in them a new signifi- 
cance. 


Now the supper is over. Night has fallen, 
and under the blazing stars of the East we 
follow in His steps across the city. When 
the hour is late we reach Gethsemane. The 
city sleeps. Into this very garden He went 
alone to pray and to suffer for the sins of the 
world. Probably there can be few greater 
spirations for any Christian than to stand 
on this hallowed ground. 

Gethsemane today probably is somewhat 
smaller than the garden our Lord knew. The 
site however is absolutely authentic. Ancient 
olive and fig trees shadow its winding paths. 
It is a haven for the weary, a tiny bit of the 
earth’s surface made forever sacred. 


Dawn approaches, Shafts of yellow, violet, 
and red pierce the sky above the Mount of 
Olives. In our mind’s eye we see men with 
lanterns approaching. The disciples awake. 
Judas betrays Him. Peter, in anger, cuts off 
the right ear of the high priest’s servant. 





The march to the seat of judgment has 
begun. In the time of Jesus the palace of 
Pilate was joined to a tower in the Temple 
area by an arch. Beneath the arch was a 
courtyard where prisoners were brought 
before the Governor. Today the Temple 
has been replaced by the Mosque of Omar 
and the site of Pilate’s palace is occupied by 
an orphanage. The courtyard has become 
part of a thor- 
oughfare. 

Our lesson for 
March 20, is the 
story of the cru- 
cifixion as re- 
lated by St. John 
(John 19: 17-22, 
25-30). On our 
dream trip we 
will walk from 
the courtyard 
before Pilate’s 
house and fel- 
low ‘as closely 
as possible 

the path 


we should visit Jerusalem in person, all 
these sites will be visited. The roads to all 
of them still remain as the roads described 
by the apostles. For part of the journey 
they are the same and whether we turn to 
right or left is of little importance. The 
fact that we have seen these things with our 
own eyes, and walked the same ground He 
once trod is sufficient. We have lived for 
awhile in the world as He knew it while 
He was on earth. 


The Day of Resurrection 


He is risen. What glory we find on this 
day that marks His resurrection, if we can 
but be in the land where He lived. Our 
lesson for Easter Sunday is the glorious 
story as told by St. John (John 20:11-20), 
and in Jerusalem as in all Christendom it is 
a day of great rejoicing. Modern Jerusalem is 
unlike the Jerusalem of old on this occasion. 
Instead of a small band of followers hiding 
in obscure homes, thousands upon thousands 
lift up their voices in rejoicing. Christians 
from all over the world have traveled untold 
thousands of miles in order to be in the Holy 
City on this day. 

As in the case of Calvary the location of 

the tomb has not been authenticated. Each 
of the sites selected for Calvary includes 
a site for the sepulchre, and on Easter 
Sunday thousands of Christians will 
be worshipping His name at all of 
them. 

Throughout the land we shall see 

many tombs which, in design, are 

almost identical with the hallowed 

one. As the Scriptures tell us, it was 

hewn out of rock and before it a ' 

stone was rolled. On our dream trip 

we will see such tombs. We may enter 

if we wish and then as we read 
again the story as told by St. John, 
a new and deeper understand is sure 
to result. 


Our dream trip is ended. We have 
visited the scenes for the first lessons of 
the year. Now the Land fades into the 
distance as our ship steams toward the West 
—and home. We hope these descriptions 








The S. S. Providence 
of the Fabre Line is 
one of the greyhounds 
of the sea most of 
our parties use. 


that He followed. 

It is unfortunate 
that the exact site 
of Golgotha is not 
agreed upon by the 
authorities, Con- 
stantine, after he 
embraced Chris- 
tianity, sent Bishop 

acarius to Jeru- 
salem in order to 
establish the exact 





location of both 
Calvary and the 
Tomb, and upon 
his. report the present location of the Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre was selected. Scholars 
as far back as 754 A.D. questioned the authen- 
ticity of this location and controversy con- 
tinues to this day. During the nineteenth 
century, a theory was advanced that the loca- 
tion was to the north of the city at a site 
now known as “Gordon’s Calvary.” Still 
later another site adjoining the area of the 
“Tombs of the Kings,” was advanced for 
consideration and many thousands believe it 
to be the authentic “Golgotha.” 

Of course, on our dream trip and also if 


The fig trees provide both shade and food for the Palestinians. 


have made the Land more real to you. We 
hope they have given you a clearer and 
better understanding of His teachings, If 
they have helped, we are thankful and our 
work is well done. 

It is our hope also that you have come to 
realize the infinite benefits which can be 
gained by a visit to the Land itself. Never 
before has there been a greater need for 
His teachings. Never before has there been 
a greater need for Christian men and women 
to have a deeper understanding of them. 

The opportunity is now presented to you 
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to journey across the sea to the Holy Land 
and there to follow in His footsteps. You 
are asked to come closer and look upon the 
world He saw while on earth. 

But unlike the pilgrims of old, you will 
not be asked to undergo hardships or dis- 
comforts. Your path will be made easy. 
Your trip will be a glorious adventure, a 
happy holiday and an inspiration that will 
remain with you always. 

Groups of pilgrims are now organ- 
izing under the auspices of the lead- 
ing religious publications all over 
America. Our organization, The 
Travel Institute of Bible Research, .4 
has been engaged to make all arrange- 
ments and to conduct our regular Bible 





Africa—any or all of them might be our 
companions as these huge ships sail to the 
far flung corners of the Empire. Of course 
every comfort and luxury known in ship- 
building is provided. World travelers de- 
mand it and on the new turbo-electric ships 
Strathnaver and Strathaird, which most of 
our parties use, even the most exacting will 
find more than they anticipated. 

The study tours in Palestine, Syria 
and Egypt are arranged to cover all 
the places most interesting to Chris- 
tians. Sidon and Tyre, Baalbek, Da- 
mascus. The Sea of Galilee, Cana, 
Nazareth, and Shechem are visited in 
‘ a journey north of Jerusalem. While 
S* making the Holy City our headquar- 
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All of the famous P. & O. liners bring passengers from the four corners of the world—who tell us of 


distant lands as we glide through the Mediterranean. 


study tour in Syria, Palestine and Egypt. We 
assure you no travel care or worry will mar 
your pilgrimage. 

For your ocean voyage the ships of three 
world famous lines have been selected; i.e., 
The Cunard Line, The Peninsular and 
Oriental Steam Navigation Company and 
The Fabre Line. A few short years ago, the 
luxuries of the ships of these famous lines 
would have been considered fantastic 
dreams, but today they are realities. 

The world famous Cunard Line is known 
to everyone—all over the world. The famous 
red funnel with its black smoke cap has been 
the mark of leadership on the seas since the 
days of sailing craft. On our pilgrimages 


we use the three outstanding ships of this 
famous fleet—the Aquitania, the Mauretania, 
and the Berengaria—and nowhere in the 
world are there finer ships manned by better 
crews. 

The Fabre Line, on which many pilgrim- 
New York to 


ages are made direct from 
Beirut is the largest of the 
French steamship companies. 
From the home port, Mar- 
seilles, Fabre ships sail the 
seven seas, serving passen- ; 
gers from all over the world . 
and giving that fine hospit- 
able service which is so characteristic of the 
French. . We use three Fabre Line ships; 
i.e., the S. S. Providence, the S. S. Patria and 
the S. S. Sinaia. And on all of them you will 
find luxury, comfort, service and compan- 
ionship which will make your pilgrimage a 
glorious holiday. 

In the Mediterranean many of the parties 
will know the luxury of world traveling on 
the famous ships of the P. & O., as the Penin- 
sular and Oriental Steam Navigation Com- 
pany is known. A British line sailing from 
English ports to both Australia and India, 
every ship i- the carrier of adventure and 
romance. An Indian officer—an Australian 
bush nan—a diamond merchant from South 





ters a complete itinerary not only of the city 
itself, but also of the Jericho, the Dead Sea, 
Bethlehem, Hebron, surrounding towns and 
villages is arranged. Morasthah, the Valley 
of Elah, Kirjath Jearim, and others too nu- 
merous to mention—all will become as 
familiar to you as your native county. The 
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The Golden Gate still stands—surrounded by the 
ruins of ancient grandeur. 


journey to Egypt is made by rail so we see 
the land the Children of Israel crossed on 
their exodus from the land of the Pharaohs. 
And of course, while we are in Egypt, we 
will visit the pyramids, the Sphinx and the 
famous museums. 

Throughout our entire study tour in the 
Holy Land, Bible scholars, historians and 
archeologists will be our guides and inter- 
preters. These men are members of the staff 


of the Travel Institute of Bible Research, the 


graduates of American Universities, and 
have dedicated their lives to Christian Sery- 
ice. The native dragomans who are so un- 


sympathetic with Christian travelers will be Separien 
unknown to you—on your pilgrimage. 

Enroute to the Holy Land ar! return our 
voyage will be a glorious vacation. Frequent 
stops will be made for sight seeing in both § keeping 
Northern Africa and Europe where all ar- light 
rangements for our comfort will have been § —& , ‘ 


made. The exact stops vary, of course, with 6. 





the pilgrimage selected, but, as a general rule, § thinkin: 
they include Madeira, The Azores, Lisbon, for whi 
Algiers, Sicily, Naples, Athens, Istanbul . 
(Constantinople), Marseilles and Paris. rapidly 
The Travel Institute of Bible Research, § ‘deestri 
being a Christian educational institution, not § dated s 
organized for profit, offers these pilgrimages t th 
at the lowest possible prices. The tours vary § ™" 
in duration from 48 to 62 days and the ail that co 
inclusive costs from $595 to $795. The prices and tha 
include all necéssary expenditures—even the Parish - 
visas on passports. The only additional costs § |. 
may be for personal expenditures such as ‘Ng mo 


gifts, mineral waters, laundry and tips. All Foe 


meals, both afloat and ashore, hotel rooms,§ 4 sound 
railway and steamship passage, motor cars, 
admission charges to museums—all are in-§* ©CO™2 
cluded in the one low price. Yale, tk 
This year a call is being issued for one ing as 

thousand Christian men and women to jour- Euro 
ney across the sea to visit the land where He he 
lived. Eleven tours have been arranged— and we: 
which will be made up entirely of Christian absolute 























companions. The dates for sailing from New 
York, the duration of each tour and its cost 
are listed below. 


live side 
and he 
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SBA Mar 5.158 $928 44 June 25°. a2 isolation 
39 Mar. 3 ..57 $735 45A July 2..55 people 7 
40 Apr. 2 ...55 $735 45B July 2..55 

41 Apr. 16 ..60 $635  45C July 2...48 people ¢ 


42 May 4 ...57 $795 
INDEPENDENT TOURS CAN BE ARRANGED 


For those who want special itineraries or who do 
not care to go with the regular parties independent 
tours can be arranged with typical Travel Institute 
thoroughness. These will include the regular study 
tour of the Holy Land under the staff of the In 
stitute and may be extended to any part of the 
world. For these independent tours any steamship 
line may be used. 

What would it mean to you to be in Jerusalem 
on Easter morning. What would it mean to you, 
to have trod in the paths in which He walked? Both 
are possible. 

When the World famous Cunarder Aquitania sails 
from New York on February 4 and again on March 
5, a goodly company of Christian men and women 
will be starting their great pilgrimage. Those who 
sail on the latter date will follow the long road to 
Calvary on Good Friday. They will lift up their 
voices in rejoicing on Easter morning in the Holy 
City itself. The land will be glorious with the 
—— hand of spring. A joy indescribable awaits 

em. 

Why don’t you decide now to be one of them? 
Parties are now organizing which will be happy to 
include you. The cost is low—but the return in 
blessings and happiness will be immeasurable. 
not delay longer. Do not postpone for another 
year the great voyage you have always dreamed 
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about. ide now to write for full particulars. Before 
A booklet describing the tours in detail will be be marr 
sent to you upon request. Write for it today— r 
now. A letter or a post card will be enough—or farewell 
the coupon below may be more convenient. But for h ‘ 
your own sake—and for the sake of those who look™the fami 
to you for guidance decide now you will leave n0 irit 
stone unturned to e this inspiring trip. SenigpP!Tits o: 
€ coupon now. (ADVERTISEMENTIEE® her hy 
‘athe shrin 
. er side 
PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY, on whicl 
Ricumonp, VirGINia. 
he mott 
Please send me booklet describing the ells her 
tours to the Holy Land which are directed 2 
by the Travel Institute of Bible Research. ew life, 
I hope to be one of the 1000 who are called he mirr 
to go this year, but I do not obligate myself 
in any way. shness C 
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(Continued from page 94) 


keeping young people at home, and keeping the bright 
lights of the city from being quite so alluring. 

6. The Larger Parish plan is in keeping with the 
thinking of the modern farmer. The old individualism 
for which the rural people have always been, known is 
rapidly passing. The abolition of the old school 
“deestrick” and the establishment of central consoli- 
dated schools is one cause. Furthermore, the govern- 
ment through its county agents preaches to the farmer 
that cooperative enterprises make for good farming 
and that “farmers stand or fall together.”” The Larger 
Parish plan appeals to the modern farmer who is get- 
ting more and more in a cooperative mood. 

7. Then the Larger Parish plan, being based upon 
a sound sociological background, gives the rural people 
a community. According to Dr. Malcom Dana, of 
Yale, the breaking down, of the communal type of liv- 
ing as represented by the old Saxon village in both 
Europe and New England, has caused the southern 
and western farmer to be the only man in the world 
absolutely without a community. The farmer used to 
live side by side in the “town” with the town people, 
and he “trekked” out each day to his farm. But in 
the South and West particularly we have the dreadful 
isolation of the farmer In my own county there are 
people who do not see more than a half dozen white 
In one 
of our great asylums fifty per cent of the rural women 
there for insanity are there as a result of loneliness! 
The Larger Parish plan joins the hands of the town 
and country church and brings the rural people into the 


‘Btown, and takes the town people into the country, 


thereby giving the isolated country people a sense of a 
community life. This has more than a vast religious 
significance. We are noticing a breaking down of the 
barriers between the “country ‘hick” and the “city 
slicker.” 

Now a word about results of this plan in our parish. 


We have received sixty-nine new members into the 
churches of the parish since the first of the summer a 
year ago. We have had five Daily Vacation Bible 
Schools in the parish in which there were 250 children 
taught by local young people. Thus far we have had 
five leadership training schools in the fall program in 
the parish with 265 people studying for an hour each 
week either the Life of Christ, or the Life of Paul, 
or the History of the Christian Church. 

Next spring we are to have five more of these sub- 
standard leadership training schools; this gives each 
church in the parish a week of services in the fall and 
another week in the spring in addition to the “big 
meeting” in the summer. At the close of these fall 
and spring courses we give an invitation for any who 
want to give their lives to the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
to our delight some have come into the church on pro- 
fession of their faith. Country people have heard a 
vast amount of preaching, but it has been from scat- 
tered texts naturally. .What they need now is real 
teaching concerning the Bible—they need a picture of 
the life of Christ, the life of Paul, and other great 
Bible characters which will give them continuity in 
their thought, and an intelligent basis of fact for their 
religious life. And would you believe it? Many of 
them take notes in these courses! Their minds are 
hungry for something more than row on row of cotton, 
scrubbing floors, and cookstoves. The simple religion 
of Christ when taught in a well-rounded, year-round 
program makes an inescapable appeal to these “big- 
chested” men who live close to the soil. 

One other word about results. This plan has made 
the preachers in the Parish divinely happy by chal- 
lenging all they have, and then throwing them back 
upon the mighty resources of God. We have found a 
new joy in the great open stretches of country, and a 
new love for these plain people among whom the 
Master loved so much to work. 





Train Up A Child 


(Continued from page 117) 


f her dress and appearance as though her fiancé were 

actually there. Thus she grows to respect him and 
0 respect her own position as wife. 

Before a daughter leaves the home of her parents to 
¢ married in the home of the bridegroom, she bids 
farewell to her ancestors. The family gather around 

e family shrine for her to make this farewell to the 
pirits of her ancestors, for after marriage she belongs 
o her husband’s family. The bride bows alone before 
he shrine for a moment, and then the mother kneels by 
er side and presents her with a mirror in a mirror case 
n which is a pattern of pine, bamboo, and plum. As 
he mother gives the mirror case to the daughter she 
ells her that now she is to go forth bravely to her 
ew life, just as a soldier goes to battle. “Look into 
he mirror every day,” she says, “for if scars of self- 
shness or pride are in the heart, they will grow into 


the lines of the face. Watch closely. Be strong like 
the pine, yield in gentle obedience like the swaying 
bamboo, and yet, like the fragrant plum blossoming 
beneath the snow, never lose the gentle perseverance 
of loyal womanhood.” 

A girl is taught from babyhood that the plum, 
bravely pushing its blossoms through the snows of 
early spring, is the bridal flower because it is an em- 
blem of duty through hardship. The author of “A 
Daughter of the Samurai” says this of the Japanese 
woman: It is a “tragic truth that the Japanese woman 
—like the plum blossom, modest, gentle, and bearing 
unjust hardship without complaint—is often little else 
than a useless sacrifice.” However true that may be, 
the American mother must see in the careful training 
given to the Japanese girl many fine things she would 
do well to imitate in the training of her own daughters, 
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OME homely philosopher with poetical inclina- 
tions once wrote a series of verses for the purpose 
of urging men and women to continue their best 

efforts unti] the end of the game they are playing, 
the race they are running, or the thing they are doing 
is reached. He said, among other things,—“The battle 
is won in the home stretch, or lost ’twixt the flag and 
the wire.” 


We are coming to the Home Stretch in our Church 
Year. We are fast approaching the Flag, and the 
Wire is already in sight. Surely it is the time to 
give our belts a hitch, to take an extra long breath 
and to put our best efforts into the work during the 
time which remains. 

The Home Stretch always means much to the 
Benevolent Causes of the Church. Perhaps we have 
been depending too much on extra effort during the 
last month or two of the Church Year. There should 
be consistent interest taken and gifts made during 
every month of the year. But it is true that a large 
proportion of the benevolent funds are sent in during 
the last few weeks. If this has been true during 
previous years and these last minute contributions 
have been needed in order that the work may be 
carried on at all, it is doubly true that they are needed 
at this critical time. 


Splendid response was made to the Home Mission 





“Twixt The Flag and The Wire’ 


By REV. STUART R. OGLESBY, D. D.— 
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appeal last November. Our people showed conclu- 
sively that they are indeed vitally interested in this 
fundamental portion of the benevolent work of the 
Church. But the need continues, the work must go 
on and the lean months of the beginning of the Church 
Year are near at hand. Surely the amounts regularly 
subscribed in the budgets of the churches and as- 
signed to Assembly’s Home Missions will be paid. 
They must be. But can we not go beyond this? 
There are those who did not subscribe at the beginning 
of the year because of the uncertain condition of things. 
An opportunity is offered to them now to come for- 
ward to the help of the cause of Assembly’s Home 
Missions with sacrificial gifts of some amount. Any 
unexpected gift at this time will gladden the hearts 
of our Home Missionaries who have been laboring 
under such difficulties this winter without complain- 
ing. Such a gift will also cheer the hearts of the 
administrative force of the office at Atlanta, the mem- 
bers of which have carried the work forward on faith, 
not seeing nor asking to see more than one step ahead. 
Yes, and such a gift will also gladden the heart of 
our Saviour, who still sits over against the treasury, 
watching men and women who cast in their offerings. 

The Master judges our offerings today not so much 
by the amount that we give but rather by the amount 
which we have left for ourselves after we have mad 
our gift. 





Some Results of the 





November Home Mission Offering 


By AN OBSERVER 


HE Assembly’s Home Mission office and work- 
T ers have been made very happy by the response 

of the Church during November. It is our pur- 
pose to jot down here some of the results of this Hom=2 
‘Mission Month as we have observed them. 

First, and of immediate interest to all, is the result 
of the self-denial offering. As this goes to press, 
returns from the special offerings indicate that the total 
will be well above last year or the year before. The 
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final figure on this cannot be obtained before the en! 
of the Church Year because some of it is always held 
up by treasurers and sent with their final checks. Las 
year the offering totaled approximately $30,000 through 
March 31st, while this year $36,000 had been receive! 
by December 15th. This indicates that more mone; 
has been given, and that the gifts were sent in much 
more promptly. Either of these would furnish grounds 
for thanksgiving. 
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Another result observed is that a large number of 
offerings were taken. It would be expected that many 
of them would be small in such a time as this, but it 
is a very healthy spiritual sign that out of their own 
poverty so many of our weaker churches are being 
moved to give to the Lord’s work beyond their own 
bounds. If only a reasonable sum is received, it is 
a far better indication to have it come from two 
thousand churches in modest amounts, than from one 
thousand or less in large amounts. We take this to 
mean that large numbers of our people are feeling their 
responsibility to God in the day of trouble,—and this 
is the surest sign that better days will come. The 
message of Malachi is still true. 

More interesting still is another result. There has 
been abundant evidence of widespread sympathy and 
interest on the part of our people toward their great 
missionary agencies. All of us have been more or 
less enjoying the indoor sport of kicking our Execu- 
tive Committees for one thing or another. So much 
kicking has been done by so many people who knew 
so little about the things involved that it has certainly 
reacted unfavorably upon the mission offerings in re- 
cent years. It is a source of encouragement that in a 
time of great trouble our people are turning their at- 
tention from quibbling over these things, and are 
standing behind their missionary cause with prayers, 
sympathy, and gifts, that have gladdened the hearts of 
many discouraged workers almost forgotten in the con- 
stant barrage of overtures about changing Church ma- 
chinery. We are turning our interest to the flesh- 
and-blood problem: And herein lies the only hope 
of missions for this day or any other. 

Then we have been greatly encouraged by the lead- 
ership of so large a number of pastors in the making 
of this special offering. The budget is indispensable 
for any church, but our pastors are sane men and they 
know there are possibilities beyond the budget. Nor 
can those resources ever be tapped in any considerable 
way except through the fearless leadership of the pas- 
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tor. We are grateful to them for having taken this 
need not only to the Auxiliary where there is always 
help, but to the entire membership of their churches. 
It is likely that more men made a special offering for 
Home Missions this November than at any time in 
the past ten years. 

Then there have been so many instances of beau- 
tiful and devoted self-sacrifice by individual persons 
whose hearts have been touched. More of these are 
known than can be recounted here; many are known 
only to God. In one all-day Auxiliary meeting a 
mother came with one dollar, part for the offermg 
and part for the lunch. She was missed from the 
lunch and social hour, to which she had been looking 
forward with much pleasure, and was discovered at 
home eating a cold Junch alone in the kitchen, All 
of the dollar had gone to Home Missions. An article 
in this section tells of the gift of two dear and treas- 
ured keepsakes by one who must love her Lord deeply. 
The most beautiful gift which came to the writer’s 
attention seems too sacred to record here. It was a 
small package from the wife of a Home Mission 
worker accompanied by the following note: “Under 
separate cover I am mailing you a small box contain- 
ing a five dollar gold piece and twenty-five cents, which 
was the possession of our precious only daughter, who 
entered the Father’s Home at the age of ten years. 
The gold piece was a birthday gift to her and the 
other was her last weekly allowance. Please add this 
‘hidden treasure’ to this year’s special offering for 
Home Missions—November &th-15th.” Surely we 
walk here on holy ground. 

The regular gifts to Assembly’s Home Missions are 
far behind and the outlook; is still dark, but we thank 
God for many things that transpired in November 
and take courage for the months ahead. Out of it 
all we have come to trust God and believe in the de- 
votion of his people as we never did in sunnier days. 


Atlanta, Ga. 





‘**To Be Sold for Home Missions” 


TWO TREASURED KEEPSAKES 


URING the early days of November a little pack- 
age came to the Home Mission office which has 
touched our hearts very deeply. Written on the 

box were these words, “May the Lord bless this gift 
to Home Missions.” In the same mail was a note 
which simply said, “I am sending two keepsakes, to 
be sold for Home Missions. I should prefer that the 
proceeds ‘go to Mr. and Mrs. Blank—if they may have 
it, I should be glad.” 

_The little package contained a beautiful old gold 
pin made of a wreath of three flowers each set with 
a small diamond, and another quaint pin of the kind 
worn at the, neck when high collars were the style 
for ladies. The latter is sober enough for a Puritan 


lassie, while the one set with diamonds is made lighter 
with intricate coloring. 

What history lies back of this gift we do not 
know and delicacy forbids us to inquire. The saint 
of God who gave them apparently parted with these 
things she laved because she cared more for the work. 
of her Lord than for prized family heirlooms. .Doubt- 
less we are to infer that she gave them when there 
was no money to be given. She made no reference 
to these things, and, living in a distant state she is 
not. known personally to any of us. To inquire about 
her from friends would be to betray a confidence and 
so we are left to our own imaginations. 

The giver of these precious keepsakes lives far from 
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the Atlantic Seaboard. Is it possible they went west 
from old Virginia on the Covered Wagon Trail among 
the few intimate things to satisfy the beauty hunger 
of a pioneer mother and later to become the prized 
possessions of a pioneer daughter? Did they brave 
the dangers of water travel to come down the Ohio 
or up the Mississippi? Looking at them it is easv 
to fancy that one has seen the hills of New England 
while the other indicates the delicacy of an old French 
New Orleans home. Whoever has worn them and 
whatever their history, these treasured keepsakes have 
now been given to God. How many things like this 
have we read in history, and how many times have 
we thought the days of such things were done! And 
here we stand face to face with such a sacrifice and, 
search our spirits to see what manner of men we are 
who handle these sacred trusts. 

The dear woman who gave these requested they be 
turned into money, and our object here is to offer 
them for sale. One bid for them has been made by 
a minister, who could ill afford to buy them, but 


February, 193? 


whose heart has been touched by the incident. His 
offer is for fifty dollars. The money will be used to 
support the two workers as requested by the donor. 
Incidentally, these are two of our very finest workers 
and there is grave danger we may not be able to sup- 
port them till the end of this year. The two pins are 
in the Home Mission office and any communication 


regarding them should be addressed to Mr. A. N, 


Sharp, Treasurer, 101 Marietta Street, Atlanta, Ga. 
They will be sold together or separately according as 
the best price is made, and we would be glad to re- 
ceive offers from individuals or organizations who may 
be interested in the work of Home Missions. It will 
be necessary to dispose of the pins before April 1st 
if we are to use the proceeds on this year’s work. 

Will not some person match the sacrifice so evident 
in this gift? It is a day of struggle and great hard- 
ship for our workers and the donor requests these “To 
be sold for Home Missions.” 


Atlanta, Ga. 





What Is the Bible Worth? 


By SUSIE A. BLAYLOCK 


(This pageant was written by Miss Blaylock, a worker at the Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School, to present 
the work done by Bible students in learning the names of the books of the Bible. It reveals much as to 


the ability of workers in our schools and the exalted place given to the Bible. We recommend the pageant 
to be used in Church Schools, Vacation Bible Schools, and Young People’s groups.—The Editor.) 


ScENE I. 


PiacE: A Boy’s Room at College. 

CHARACTERS: Two College Boys—Jim and Joe. 

ScENERY: Table, Lighted Lamp, Books and a Bible 
on Table. 


(Jim is seated at table reading a Bible.) 
(Joe enters—takes off cap and advances to- 
ward Jim.) 

Joe: Hey, Jim! (Walks around in front of him.) 
What’s that book you are reading? 

Jim: (Looks up.) Why, my Bible, of course. I 
always read some in it every day. I promised Mother 
before I left home I would do that. 

Joe: Oh, is that so? (Laughs scornfully.) I 
didn’t know anybody read that old book now except 
preachers and old women. Why, nobody believes it 
is true any more. 

Jim: (With surprised look.) Oh, yes, my Mother 
believes it is true and so do many of my friends. 

Joe: Oh, I guess my Mother believes, it too, but 
I have found out better since I came to college. Pro- 
fessor Black told us last year all about how science 
has proved that many of the stories of the Bible are 
not true but just myths that grew up through the 
ages in different nations and were later put together 
by some fellows who claimed God had told them 
what to say. Of course, some of it may be partly 
true, but I guess nobody knows how much of it to 


believe. For my part, I won’t take the time to bother 
with it. 

Jim: (Reads on in silence for a minute with troubled 
look on his face; then rises and faces Joe as he lays 
down his Bible.) Well, Joe, I am sorry to hear you 
say such things. For my part, I am going to believe 
the Bible until I have some proof that what you say 
is true. 


Joe: Oh, you'll get that soon enough when you be- 
gin to study some of the subjects you will have this 
year. Don’t worry about that. 

(Jim leaves room. Joe sits down and takes 
up book and reads a minute. Then begins 
to talk to himself.) 

Joe: I wish Jim hadn’t brought up that subject 
by reading that old Bible. I thought I had got rid 
of all my doubts about its being anything more than 
a lot of fairy tales, but it seems that every time I see 
a Bible it brings back some of the things my Mother 
taught about it, and I seem to see how hurt she will 
look when she finds out how I feel about it. Oh, 
well, a fellow can’t force himself to believe what he 
knows is not true. I shan’t worry about that any more. 
I must study some before I go to bed. 


(Takes up textbook and begins to study. Ir 
a moment his eyes close. His head drops on 
table on his arms. He sleeps soundly. Re- 
mains motionless while Scene II takes place.) 
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ScENE II. 


(It is effective to have a large frame behind a closed 
curtain. As this scene begins, open curtain. Figures 
representing different kinds of Biblical literature stand 
within this frame. There are six of them. Three 
may be boys and three girls or all may be of same 
sex. They should be dressed in symbolic costumes. 
The girls may wear long white Grecian robes—the 
boys tunics of white, over which are draped colored 
squares of cloth in the manner of the Roman toga.) 

(Symbolic figure representing Law enters and 
stands in the frame. Carries a representation 
of the Ten Commandments. Looks at Joe.) 


Law: Iam Law. Upon me civilization is founded. 
It could not exist for a single day without me to 
regulate the affairs of men. And whence comes all 
law? Upon what are the laws of every civilized na- 
tion founded? Upon the laws of God as written bv 
Moses and given to us through the first five books of 
the Old Testament—Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Num- 
bers and Deuteronomy. Without the law as presented 
to us through these books, the world would have fallen 
into anarchy and chaos ages ago. 

_ (Law steps to one side and stands by settee 
placed in center of frame. History enters and 
stands as Law did, facing sleeping boy. Car- 
ries a large book.) 


History: I am History. Upon me civilization de- 
pends to point the way to better things by showing 
the mistakes of the past in the history of men and 
nations. The most reliable history in the world is 
found in the Bible. God thought this part of his 
record so important that he devoted thirteen books of 
the Bible to it. These books are: Joshua, Judges, 
Ruth, 1st Samuel, 2nd Samuel, 1st Kings, 2nd Kings, 
Ist Chronicles, 2nd Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, 
Esther and Acts. In recent. years, much of the historv 
of the Bible has’ been verified by the findings of 
archaeology and we are coming to see more and more 
how absolutely accurate God’s Word is. 

(History steps back and sits on settee. Poetry 
enters. Carries a white lily. Faces boy as 
others did.) 

Poetry: I am Poetry. Without me the world would 
have lost much of beauty and of joy. I cheer the sad, 
give words of rare beauty to the lover, express the 
deepest feelings of the devotee, and put songs intc the 
mouths of the happy. God must love poetry, for som? 
of the immortal poems are found in the Bible. No 
doubt the most loved piece of poetry ever written is 
the 23rd Psalm, that beautiful gem from the pen of 
King David, which begins, “The Lord is my Shep- 
herd, I shall not want.” Six of the books of the 
Bible are made up of poetry. These books are, Job, 


al ° 
Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon and 
Lamentations. 


(Poetry steps back and takes seat beside His- 
tory. Prophecy enters. Carries a large star.) 


Prophecy: I am Prophecy. I am the star of hope 




















These study Bible at Rabun Gap-Nacoochee 


in the dark sky of this sinful world. I guide the eye | 
of faith into far distant realms and show to the be- 
liever scenes to take place in the future. I give 
promise of the glad day when the world shall be 
freed from the curse of sin and Christ shall reign as 
King. I am History written before it happens, Onlv 
God can cause me to be written accurately. So much 
emphasis is laid on Prophecy, that seventeen of the 
books of the Bible are made up of this kind of litera- 
ture. These books are Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, 
Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, 
Malachi, and Revelation. Many of the prophecies of 
the Bible have been fulfilled to the letter and others 
are even now being fulfilled. This is one of the best 
proofs that the Bible is the Word of God. 


(Prophecy steps behind settee and _ takes 
stand. The Gospel enters. Carries a cross.) ¢ 
Gospel: I am the Gospel. I bring glad tidings 
of the fulfillment of the prophecies of the Old Testa- 
ment in Jesus Christ. Without me there could be no 
salvation in this dark world of sin. I am the very 
flower of the plan of salvation. All honor to the four 
Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 


(Gospel steps behind settee beside Prophecy, 
holding the cross in the center of the tableau. 
Exhortation enters. Carries a scroll.) 

Exhortation: I am Exhortation . I carry messages 
of love and warning to those who are converted by 
the gospel story. I was written by the apostles who 
knew and loved our Lord. The books in which I 
am contained are called epistles—there are twenty- 
one of them. Without me the Christian Church woul | 
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have missed much that helps to make it strong and 
true in the face of temptation. The epistles are: 
Romans, ist Corinthians, 2nd Corinthians, Galatians, 


Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1st Thessalonians, 
2nd Thessalonians, 1st Timothy, 2nd Timothy, Titus, 
Philemon, Hebrews, James, 1st Peter, 2nd Peter, 1st 
John, 2nd John, 3rd John, and Jude. 
(Exhortation steps to side of settee opposite 
Law. All six repeat together John 3:16.) 
Curtain closes. 


ScEnE ITI. 


(Joe, still sleeping as curtain closes, wakes 

slowly and just then Jim enters again.) 

Jim: Why, hello, Joe; you still up? I thought 
you would be in bed before this time. 


February, 1932 


Joe: (Raises head.) O, Jim, I have had the 
strangest dream, or vision, or whatever you might call 
it. I saw—no I can’t tell you about it yet. But any- 
way, from now on my ideas about the Bible are 
changed. I guess there is something to it after all. A 
book that has done as much for the world as my 
vision shows me the Bible has done deserves to be 
read. And—(hesitates and says slowly) may I join 
you in reading a chapter in the Bible every day? 

Jim: Certainly Joe. (Sits down beside him and 
puts his arm around Joe.) Let’s read a chapter now 
before we go to bed. 

(Curtain opens to show whole tableau and 
boys continue to read while congregation sings 
“Wonderful Book.’’) 


Rabun Gap, Ga. 





"Te is to introduce the new Home Mission Doc- 


tor. He is V. James Sandy, and succeeds Dr 
E. J. Knopf at the Highland Hospital, and as 
Medical Director of the Department of Mountain Work. 

Dr. Sandy is thirty years of age, married, with a 
daughter four years old. He was born and reared 
in Central Pennsylvania; is a B. S. of Franklin- 
Marshall College and an M. D. of the University 
of Kansas. Reared in the Dutch Reformed Church, 
his early aspiration was to go as a medical missionary 
to China. 

Dr. Sandy comes to the work with a rich and varied 
experience which peculiarly fits him for the impor- 
tant service. After several years’ experience in gen- 
ral practice, he served two years in the Department 


of Public Health in Philadelphia, where he was chief 


resident physician of the North-Eastern Hospital, 
with 325 beds and seventy workers under his per- 


sonal supervision. 


For a time he sat upon the bench with the Presid- 


ing Judge of the Municipal Court as Medical Advisor 


in judgment of delinquent and feeble-minded juve- 
niles. 
Dr. Sandy is young, robust, energetic, and of strong 


and pleasing personality. It is remarkable the way 
the mountain people have accepted him. He is both a 
good physician and a skillful surgeon. He has dis- 
pelled their old dread of a hospital as a place to 
which to go to die, and they think of it as a place 
in which to get well. This is true to such an extent 
that the hospital is full to capacity, requiring the em- 
ployment of an assistant nurse and a housekeeper. He 
has been successful in many minor and several major 
operations, though he is gravely handicapped by lack 
of surgical instruments. “Think,” said he, “of un- 
dertaking a major operation without the essential in- 


The New Mission Doctor 


Breathitt County, Ky. 








Mountain Ambulance at Highland Hospital 
struments. Most of those I have are obsolete. Is 
it not possible that there are those who will either 
give the instruments, or the money with which to buy 
them?” In addition to instruments, there is need for 
linens, towels, spreads, shirts, gowns, bath robes, slip- 
pers, rugs, linoleums, baby clothes, crutches, enameled 
bath basins, kitchen utensils, comfortable chairs for 
patients, and many other things. 

Friends will wonder what became of Dr. Knopf. 
Dr. Knopf was not a member of our church. For 
more than a year his Bishop had been urging him 
to accept the medical work in the great Red Bird 
Mission of that denomination, in Bell County, Ky. 
With great reluctance we gave him up, and with re- 
luctance he left us. Dr. and Mrs. Knopf and their 
lovely children will make for themselves a place of 
affection and service wherever they go. 
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A Young Minister Faces His Test 


WHAT WOULD YOU HAVE/DONE?! 


This young pastor en- 
tered the ministry five 
years ago with gifts that 
opened good self-support- 
ing churches to him. He 
deliberately chose a large 
lumber and mining county 
in our Southern moun- 
tains where hundreds of 
children were growing up 
with no semblance of re- 
ligious training. A _pri- 
vate individual promised 
half his salary and the 
Assembly’s Home Mis- 
sion Committee paid the 
other half. 

He married a_ lovely 
Christian girl, daughter 
of a cultured home and 
graduate of one of our 
finest Southern colleges, 
who went gladly to make 
a home for him in the 
rented house of a lumber 
town. They have literally 
lived the Acts of the 
Apostles, and been gloriously happy in their work. 

Then last spring drastic reductions had to be made 
in appropriations to the Mountain Department of the 
Assembly’s Home Mission Committee and this young 
man’s Presbytery was asked to take over the half of 
his support the Atlanta Committee could no longer 
carry. The Presbytery was absolutely unable to as- 
sume a dollar of it, and, without one word of com- 
plaint to anyone, the young minister stayed on his 
job with $100 or less per month for his entire sup- 
port. Out of that he rented a house, bought and ran 
his own car, purchased all supplies at high prices in 
the Company store, and welcomed a baby daughter 
into the home with the consequent expense. 

Only by chance was this discovered through the visit 
of a Secretary six months after the cut had been made. 
At once a special appropriation was made to help this 


A friend of the young 
minister 








Eleven reasons why the young minister stayed 














A boy's class in the young minister’s field 


young man, but like all others, payment is contingent 
upon our receiving the money. 

This is recorded to illustrate the stuff these work- 
ers are made of and the absolute fidelity they have 
to their jobs. This young minister had abundant op- 
portunity to move to better places, but stayed on half 
pay or less because he believed the Lord had called 
him to that needy field. And he stayed without a 
word of complaint about hard times. What would 
you have done? What would you have us do about 
all the other 627 workers who are just as fine as he? 





ASSEMBLY’S HOME MISSIONS 


Budget Receipts—April 1-December 31, 1930 .............. $255,827.20 
Budget Receipts—April 1-December 31, 1931 .............. 243,515.84 

Decrease for nine months ................0: ee ee ceeee $ 12,311.36 
Apportionment for T951-32 .......s 5 ccc cette eee ccces $700,000.00 








An October Monday- 


At the Highland Institution 


By A VISITOR 





and smoke stack at the other. The 
fuel used is wood. The sap simmers 
and boils. The green pigment of the 
cane rises to the top and thickens 
into a green scum, which is skimmed 
off with long handled shovel-like 
skimmers. The fire must be main- 
tained at the right heat, and skill and 
watchfulness employed, that the syrup 
may be brought to the proper con- 
sistency without scorching. For this 
the constant attention of two men is 
required. 

It is the last day of the “stir-off.” 








The “stir-off’ at Highland 


“0 GET a bird’s-eye view of the varied program 
-E at the Highland Institution one should be there 
on Monday. It is the holiday. Holiday, did I 
say? Yes, from the books; but in every other respect 
the work day. Verily, the place is a human beehive, 
Where shall we begin? We are told that it is the 
last day of the “stir-off.” We musn’t miss that. Down 
on the farm, molasses making has been in progress 
for a month. The season has been good, and never 
was ‘there such a sorghum patch. The seed has been 
harvested and spread out to cure; the blades*have been 
stripped and tied into bundles for winter stock feed; 
ithe cane cut and stacked. In fact, upward of five hun- 
Hred gallons of luscious syrup has already been manu- 
factured. The day is ideal. The air has a bracing 
tang. Over the mountains lies the mystic haze of 
Indian summer. Gorgeous autumn foliage makes the 
earth a Garden of the Gods. There is magic abroad 
—the magic of the autumn mountains. It steals in 
upon one’s soul like a divine nepenthe, producing a 
strange commingling of peace and ecstasy. There is 
no other place or experience just like it. One would 
fain build a tabernacle and dwell in the spell of the 
magic. 

But we came to the “stir-off.””. Out yonder two boys 
are loading a wagon with cane to bring it to the mill. 
There a boy is feeding the cane into the mill, which 
consists of two vertical revolving cylinders, between 
which the cane is crushed and the sap expressed. An- 
other boy removes the crushed cane and throws it upon 
the pile which has grown to a young mountain. The 
motive power of the mill is a mule hitched to a long 
pole. He walks round and round, and one wonders 
why he doesn’t get dizzy and fall down. 


The sap is received into a barrel, whence it is piped 


to the evaporating pan of galvanized metal, two inches 
deep by about four feet wide and twelve feet long. 


Under the pan is a furnace with firebox at one end 


Everybody is glad. “I sure am tired 
of making sorghum,” is the lgconic 
remark of the farmer, to which the 
mule would doubtless say, amen! if he knew what it 
was all about. 

On our way back we stop in at the hospital. It is 
a two-story, rectangular, frame building; not much to 
look at from the outside. But it has a new, modern 
heating system, and is quite comfortable, and fairly 
well adapted to its purpose. We meet the new doctor, 
V. J. Sandy, in his tiny office. The patients in the 
hall will not mind waiting while he shows us his 
operating room and tells us of some of the emergency 
cases that have recently come to him. He is young, 
energetic, enthusiastic, and has had a remarkable ex- 
perience, fitting him for the work at Highland. One 
instinctively has confidence in him personally and 
professionally, and sympathizes with him as he points 
out the meager and obsolete surgical equipment with 
which he has to work. We feel that it is unfair to 
him and to the patients to require him to work under 
such handicap, as we remember that he is the Home 
Mission Doctor of our great Church, and this is our 
only hospital‘ responsibility. 

We meet Mrs. Lexine Baird, our nurse. About as 
big as a minute, she reminds one of a wren. Her 
husband was a mountain man and a physician. To- 
gether they entered upon a medical work in the moun- 
tains. He died, and she feels that it would have 
been his wish that she carry on in service to the 
mountain people. 

It is inevitable that you meet her “baby.” A year 
ago this little girl was brought to the hospital—the 
victim of an open fireplace. She had been horribly 
burned. No one thought she could live. But she 
survived the shock, and Dr. Knopf began the proc- 
ess of skin grafting, which has been in progress to 
this day. Various teachers and students have given 
of their skin. The doctor availed himself of a dis- 
covery that was announced after the child came into 
his hands, which greatly expedited the process. To- 
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Lefi—Making butter at Highland 
Above—Making biscuits at Highland 











Right—An orphan boy at Highland 
‘Below—The sawmill at Highland 


day this little miss, swarthy as a gypsy, and smart 
as a whip, is about well and ready to go home. 

There are eight patients in the hospital, and their 
average stay is from ten days to two weeks. Besides 
the doctor and Mrs. Baird, there is an assistant nurse, 
a housekeeper, and a student handy man. 

Next, we stop by the laundry. Before breakfast 
we saw the wagon going from dormitory to dormitory 


gathering up soiled laundry. The wagon was piled 


high with great bundles. Here we see Mrs. Risner, 
who has had charge of this department for years, super- 
vising her team of eight or ten girls. The girls are 
wringing the clothes by hand out of the great power 
washer, a tedious and exhausting process, which would 
be unnecessary were there money with which to buy 
a wringer. The long lines outside are hanging 
with clothes, and the day has hardly begun. After 
school, during the remainder of the week, the girls 
will be ironing the clothing, a process which would 
be simplified if money were available for a power 
lroner. It will be well to remember that wherever you 
see boys and girls at work, they are work-scholarship 
students earning their way through school. 

The power plant is an exceedingly interesting place. 
Here is the 100-horsepower boiler, with its engine. 
There is an auxiliary 50-horsepower gasoline engine. 
besides a small gasoline engine for the water system. 
There is also the saw mill, ice plant and light plant. 
The skids are full of logs and the saw mill is in 
operation. Much custom sawing is done for people 
of the community. Mr. Bryant, the mechanic, is 
Sawyer; several boys are carrying out the lumber and 
slabs and wheeling away the sawdust. Two are roll- 
ing logs on the skids. These, with the engineer, con- 
stitute the crew. The grist mill is also in operation. 
Here the community brings its corn to be ground into 
meal. Toll for the service supplies the boarding de- 
partment with meal during much of the year. The 











ice plant has not been operated for several years be- 
cause of excessive cost. For those who love the whirl 
of machinery, the scream of the saw and the smell of 
lumber, this is a fascinating place. 

Did you wonder when you saw all those people, 
men and women, ride up and tie their mules at the 
campus fence? They had saddle bags, or large bulging 
sacks, tied to their saddles. It is trading day at the 
clothing store, and they have brought produce of 
many kinds to trade for clothing. Lets go over and 
watch these interesting transactions. The customers 
enter and spread out their wares, which consist of 


. fruits, vegetables, canned goods, kraut, poultry, eggs, 


etc. Mrs. Bowman, who has charge, takes inventory, 
places a value, and gives to each a credit slip. Then 
they select from the clothing the articles desired, and 
final settlement is made. ‘The coats and suits and 
dresses are displayed, upon hangers suspended from 
wires stretched across the room. Underwear and such 
items are displayed upon tables; hats and shoes upon 
shelves; and notions in boxes upon tables. Thousands 
of items are sold during the year. Very little cash 
changes hands, because the people haven’t got it. In 
the freeze-proof stone building may be seen rows upon 
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rows of canned goods, and in bins bushels of apples, 
potatoes, and other vegetables, acquired in this way. 

This clothing comes from all over the Church, and 
the business means much to the poor people who other- 
wise could scarce clothe their families, and hundreds 
of dollars in produce to the school, besides enabling 
several girls to earn their way through school. 

About each of the dormitories bedding is out to 
air, while within the matrons are directing their 
charges as they mop and scrub. the buildings from top 
to bottom. In the school building and church the same 
renovation is in progress. The furnace boys are clean- 
ing grate bars, carrying out and hauling away ashes. 
A crew is tidying up the campus. And down in the 
kitchen the endless task of preparing food for more 
than a hundred people is in progress. There is not 
an idle person on the campus. 

As we return to the “stone building,’ we pass the 
flower gardens. A merciful fall has spared the dahlias, 
chrysanthemums, and asters. From early spring un- 
til frost, these gardens, thanks to Miss Mabel Hall. 
are a riot of beauty. The major garden is a mass 
of lilacs. It was worth a trip to Highland to see 
them in the spring. Each season produces its peculiar 
blossoms in varieties and quantities almost unbeliev- 
able. Nowhere have I seen such glorious iris. They 
border every bed. The rows are two or three hun- 
dred yards long. Lured through a rose arbor, we come 
upon a rustic pool. A big green bull frog splashes into 
the water. Gold fish scurry to the shelter of lily pads. 
Exotic water plants are mirrored in the clear pool. 
It is a charming beauty spot. Flowers from these 
gardens will be found upon the tables in the dining- 
room, in the living-rooms of the dormitories, and in 
the guest room to which you will return. 

We have been almost everywhere except to the busi- 
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ness office. This is the cerebellum of the institution, 
where all its activities center. Here the Superin- 
tendent, Rev. Cary R. Blain, D. D., presides over the 
destinies of the institution, and its business is trans- 
acted. The office force consists of Miss Eva Mae 
Hensley and Mrs. W. O. Brownlee. Miss Hensley 
is Secretary. She is a graduate of Highland, and was 
known to all as Eva Mae. 

Just now the financial problem is uppermost. High- 
land has many friends who through the years have 
sent in their voluntary contributions, large and small. 
It totalled a considerable sum. By reason of the de- 
pression,.many have reduced their gifts or discon- 
tinued them altogether. There is also less paying 
ability upon the part of students. In addition, the 
Executive Committee has found it necessary to reduce 
its appropriation. Some one has asked why Dr. Blain’s 
face is becoming so deeply lined. Perhaps this has 
something to do with it. 

The sun has long since retired behind the moun- 
tains. The lambent colors of the evening sky have 
darkened into mauve, and the lines of the mountains 
and towering cloud banks have merged into an in- 
separable mass of somberest blue-black. Lo, as by 
some trick of refraction, the reflected rays of the sun 
kindle the cloud lines into a conflagration of angry 
red. The illusion is of a great forest fire in the 
heavens. Truly an awesome spectacle, suggestive of 
the day of the Lord, “in the which the heavens shall 
pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall 
melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works 
that are therein shall be burned up.” 

In that day the only wealth remaining to any man 
will be reckoned in moral and spiritual values. Surely 
Highland Institution is a place to invest for such 
wealth. 


March Issue Dedicated to Georgia 


B, P. D. MILLER 


E HAVE been attempting for some time to en- 
rich this section of THE Survey and make its 
material representative of the entire Home Mis- 

sion front of the Church. Likewise we have tried to 
broaden. its scope in order to consider some things not 
ordinarily thought of in connection with Home Mis- 
sions. To this end we have had sections on The 
Church and Industry, The Christian Home, The Negro, 
The Jew, The Mission School, Home Missions, and 
Stewardship, etc. 

None of these sections have been all the Editors 
would like, but we do appreciate the help of all con- 
tributors and have been encouraged many times by 
generous comments from our subscribers. Readers 
have not always approved, but we have been encouraged 
when they cared enough to disapprove. The way of an 
editor, like that of his fellow transgressor, is hard. 
but we still feel a religious journal should provoke 


people to think, rather than lull them to sleep or even 
entertain them. 

As editor of this particular section, I am always 
under deep debt to Mrs. Williams and her colleagues 
at Richmond for the labor they put on its arrange 
ment. Some of us, who contribute often to these pages. 
could preach better than we can write—and even then 
we would not rival Chrysostom in the least. But we 
are often made grateful by the way the managing 
Editor makes the mediocrity less evident by excellent 
arrangement. 

Beginning with the March issue, we are to dedicate 
this section to a number of individual Synods where 
outstanding Home Mission work is being done. Georgia 
comes first, largely because it is easier to begin an 
experiment with the territory nearest to us. The ma- 
terial is being collected by Rev. J. B. Ficklen, D. D., 
Secretary of the Synod’s Work Committee in Georgia, 
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and we predict a fine showing for the Home Mission 
workers in the great Empire State. In proportion to 
our numbers, the Presbyterian Church has been doing 
more aggressive and effective Home Mission work than 
any denomination in Georgia for the past few years. 
Much of this has been due to the careful planning 
and patient spirit of Dr. Ficklen, from whom we 
hope to hear in the next issue. Many readers will be 
interested to know that our April section will be dedi- 
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cated to North Carolina, and at that time we will re- 
view the fruitful work of Home Missions in the Old 
North State. 

We trust you will read this section and feel free 
at all times to send suggestions to the Educational De- 
partment, Assembly’s Home Mission Committee, 101 
Marietta Street, Atlanta, Ga. 


Atlanta, Ga. 





Spice Box 


By what standard does the Master judge our 
gifts, according to Dr. Oglesby? 

Name five results of the November Home Mis- 
sion Season. 

What is advertised in this section “to be sold for 
Home Missions”? How much has been offered ? 

. How do students at Rabun Gap-Nacoochee learn 
the books of the Bible? 

Who is the new mission Doctor at Highland? 
Where has Dr. Knopf gone? Name some needs 
of the Hospital. 

What expenses have been borne by a young Home 
Mission pastor on $100 or less per month? 
Did he complain of hardships? 

What is the “stir-off” and where were 500 gal- 
lons of syrup made the past fall? 

What was suggested as cause of lines of worry in 
the face of a great Home Mission leader? 

What Synod will be featured in this section in 
March and who will prepare the material? 
Which Synod will be featured in April? 


Junior Program 


OpENING Sonc—‘Who Is on the Lord’s Side?” 
Premier Hymns No. 13. 


Key BrsteE Verse—“The earth is the Lord’s, and 
the fulness thereof; the world, and they that 
dwell therein.”—Psalm 24:1. 

SENTENCE Prayers—(Asking God to help us live 
a Christian life.) 


Sonc—‘‘Someone Is 
Hymns No. 66. 


‘MINUTES. 

Rott Catt—Answer with Bible verse. 

New BusINEss. 

OFFERING—(soft music should be played). 

ScRIPTURE READING—Psalm 24. 

Have someone read the words of America, Premier 
Hymns No. 119. 

Story—‘The Spinelli Twins.” 

Sonc—“I Would Be True,” Premier Hymns No. 63. 

CLose Wir Mizpan BENEDICTION. — | 


Looking to You,” Premier 





Hidden Treasure 


Who of our missionaries was martyred recently? 


If the whole missionary body were to leave China 
would the Chinese Church thrive and become 
self-supporting ? 


Give some of the. outstanding points in the mes- 
sage of the North-River Presbytery to the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. S. 


What is the size of our North Kiangsu Mission 
territory ? 


How many years would it take, if you could 
reach 200 different people daily, for one to 
reach with one hearing of the gospel, our re- 
sponsibility in the North Kiangsu field? 


Give two ways in which Mr. Montgomery opens 
new work in China. 


Name several ways in which a missionary’s fam- 
ily counts. 


8. What is the Chinese expression for “child” and 
what does it mean? 


9. Why did the Chinese countryman believe that 
the doctrine preached by Mr. Graham was 
true? 

10. What was the result of one year’s work in one 
station in North Kiangsu? 

11. Compare the work at Haichow twenty-two years 
ago with the work now. 

12. In what condition was the Sutsien hospital when 


the missionaries returned after the evacuation 
of 1927? 


What is wrong with the method suggested of 
employing more native workers with mission 
funds as a solution to the seemingly impossi- 
ble task of evangelizing our mission territory? 


What two plans are being put into effect to train 
native workers for the N. K. field? 
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The Spinelli Twins 


N AMERICA, since the Great War, 
| there has been a great outburst of 

patriotism, and nearly every day-school 
has been given a flag of its own. You 
know the beautiful American flag made 
up of stars and stripes. In one school in 
a small town, when the new flag arrived 
and was raised to the top of the school 
flag-staff, two monitors were appointed 
for the flag. 

Every boy and girl should aim to be a 
true patriot, that is, a true lover of his or 
her country. Why should we love our 
country? First, becauce it is where home 
is, and the character of one’s home de- 
pends very largely upon the land in which 
home is. Our country has provided us 
with safety, with education, with all the 
splendid gifts represented by its poets, and 
musicians, its builders and its men of busi- 
ness. 

We must love our country, however, in 
the right way. We must want her to be 
her best and must never be satisfied with 
anything less. 





aster of all. Our love for our country’s flag should 
be a symbol of this true and higher patriotism. Let 
me tell you the finest flag story I have heard for a 
long time. 

On the morning when the monitors were to be 
chosen, a boy named Harold, and a girl named Caro- 
line, who regarded themselves as the school favorites 
and felt sure they would be chosen, passed, on their 
way to school, two little Italian children, brother and 
sister, known as the Spinelli twins, who were dressed 
with extra special neatness and who, in their hearts, 
I think, were hoping perhaps they might be the moni- 
tors of the flag. Harold and Caroline made fun of 
them and said: “You foreigners won’t be chosen!” 
and the little Spinelli boy threw out his chest and 
patted it and said, “I Amer’can!” which I think 
was very generous of him, don’t you? 

Well, Harold and Caroline were appointed moni- 
tors and all went well for a few weeks. They were 
very proud of their position, and they hauled down 


a 


This is why it is no longer Fa SPS 
true patriotism to desire one’s country to 
be at war. War is now so terribly destructive, 
more so than ever before in history, that to bring war 
on a country is to bring upon it the most awful dis- 





the flag every evening and put it away 
carefully, and raised it before school the 
next morning in fine style. And then one 
day Harold had an important football: 
match, and wrote a note to Caroline ask- 
ing her if she would attend to the flag. 
Unfortunately, although Carolina got the 
note, her little head was full of an im- 
portant birthday party to which she was 
going, and she forgot the flag. That night 
a terrible storm broke over the district, 
and Harold woke up in the middle of the 
night and wondered about the flag. On 
his way home from the football match he 
had met Caroline on her wavy to the party 
and he had asked her about the flag and 
she told him that she had forgotten! So 
as far as Harold knew, it was still flying 
at the top of the flagstaff; and now as he 
listened to the storm he was afraid it might 
be torn off the staff and blown right away. 
Very hurriedly he dressed and quietly, 
without disturbing the house, he crept out 
into the darkness and ran to the school 
grounds and stood there clutching, the flag- 
staff in the raging wind: he looked as hard 
as ever he could; but he could see no flag. 

The next morning he and Caroline, feeling very 
guilty, hurried to school, As they entered the school 
ground they were met at the flagstaff by the Spinelli 
twins, and young Master Spinelli pushed out his chest 
again and struck it once more, and said, “I Amer’can!” 
and then pulled from under his jacket the flag, and 
said: “It’s all right.” Harold and Caroline were 
saved from disgrace. 

To the honor of the little American let it be said 
that he went to his master and explained what had 
happened, and the master, as an act of justice, ap- 
pointed the Spinelli twins monitors of the flag for the 
rest of the term. So a little Italian, grateful for the 
new country that had been kind to him, became the 
guardian of the American flag. 

What a lovely day it will be when the boys and girls 
of any nation can be as proud of the flag of any other 
people as of their own!—Rev. ALBert D. BELDEN, 
B. D., in The New Chronicle, London. Reprinted 
from The Italian Messenger. 


SEE PAGE 109 FOR JUNIOR PROGRAM 
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A String of Pearls 


An Address on Tithing By MRS. PARKER CONNOR 


T IS my wish to bring to you something of value— 
not of my own creation or fancy, but gathered 
treasure. 

This gift, which I would lay on your hearts 
today, I shall call “A String of Pearls.” There is 
nothing original about it, nothing new. I claim only 
the cord which binds these jewels together, the golden 
chain of memory. 

I. 

The first of these pearls is a very precious and 
ancient gem from the Orient. It is found in the 
Sacred Jewel Casket, in the very first compartment, 
in Genesis 28:22, where it is recorded of Jacob that 
he made his vow to God, saying, “Of all that thou 
shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.” 

I wonder how many of us, when we made New Year 
resolutions, promised to give God one-tenth of that 
which he will give to us during the coming days? A 
good time to start is when the Every Member Canvass 
is made. Our Church life begins with a new sheet 
on April Ist. 

II. 

We find a gem from antiquity in another section of 
the Sacred Jewel Casket, in Leviticus 27:30: “And 
all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the 
land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s: it is 
holy unto the Lord.” 

Some of our women say they have no money of 
their own, that they have nothing to tithe. Can this 
be true? We are stewards of what we have and of 
what we are. We are accountable to God for the use 
we make of our time, our talents, our money, and our 
lives. Dorcas used her talent of sewing in the Lord’s 
service. Some give their voices in song. God has 
given each of us something. We are told that Korean 
women tithe every spoonful of rice and beans that they 
eat, and sometimes walk miles to sell it. Can we 
measure up to that degree of sacrifice? Can we claim 
that we have nothing to tithe? 

Perhaps one of our most neglected privileges is that 
of Prayer. You and I have not gone to the foreign 
held; perhaps we cannot give much money, but we 
can pray. Are we doing so? Let us not bury this 
talent in the ground. Our faithful missionaries are 
counting on our prayers. If we would really pray, 
the Church would move forward with a mighty force 


vd righteousness. She would not be begging for a 
iving, 


- wisest of men. 
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Are we willing to give ourselves, our gifts, our tal- 
ents? 






III. 


Still another pearl is that which came from the 
We find it in Proverbs 3:9, 10: 
“Honor the Lord with thy substance, and with the 
first fruits of all thine increase: So shall thy barns 
be filled with plenty.” 

The Church waits, not only for tithes, but for of- 
ferings—the first fruits of our increase. Then after 
the tithe is paid, we have the privilege of making 
gifts unto God. He stands ready to pour out bless- 
ings upon us when we obey him in respect to tithes 
and offerings. What shall our answer be to him who 
gave his only begotten Son? 

The Bible has much to say about money; and Christ 
often used money as the object lesson in his teaching 
It is said that one verse out of every seven in the 
Gospels deals with property. 

Dr. Speer is quoted as saying, “We cannot serve 
God and mammon, but we can serve God with mam- 
mon.” The question for us, therefore, is not, “Ho 
much of my money will I give to God?” It is, rathé 
“How much of God’s money may I use for myself ® 
Loyalty to Christ and his Church must express itself 
in proportionate giving. 







































































IV. 

In the last book of the Old Testament we find the 
neglect of the tithe denounced as robbery of God. 
This pearl from Scripture may not seem so beauti- 
ful to us as some of the others; but it is just as 
genuine, just as true. Here it is in Malachi 3:8: 
“Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But 
ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and 
offerings.” 

My friends, this is a solemn warning. Can words 
be plainer? If you and I are not paying God the 
tithe, which is his due, are we not robbers? To 
Israel God said: ‘Ye are cursed with a curse: for 
ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.” (Mal. 
3:9.) Can this be true also of our nation, America? 

Dr. Vance says in his book, “The Field Is the 
World,” ‘There is money enough in the hands of the 
Christians of America to finance the missionary cam- 
paign a hundred times over, and that, too, without 
making a great sacrifice. It is not money we lack. 
It is liberality, the spirit of sacrifice. Christ gave his 
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life. He depends upon us to deny ourselves; some to 
go to the mission field; all to help provide the money 
needed.” 


A droll story is told of a Scotchman who was very 
fond of bacon. As he was of a saving disposition, 
it worried him to see his bacon shrink when he fried 
it. One day he saw the advertisement of Lux, guar- 
anteed not to shrink. He purchased some Lux and 
washed his bacon in it to see if it would keep it from 
shrinking. Lux means Light. That is just we need— 
to steep our budget, to bathe our gifts in Lux, Light. 
the Light of Righteousness that will burn out our self- 
ishness and wash away our covetousness. 


V. 


But, there follows a pearl of rosier hue in verse 10 


of Malachi 3: “Bring ye all the tithes into the store- . 


house, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove 
me now herewith, satth the Lord of hosts, if I will 
not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you ont 
a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to re- 
ceive it.” 

In this day, when one hears constantly of invest- 
ments paying no dividends, of banks with closed doors, 
and of salaries being cut, is not this a beautiful pic- 
ture? Instead of closed bank doors, we see the win- 
dows of heaven opened wide; and in place of lost 
back accounts, we behold blessings in store for us 
that overflow our capacity. Shall we not invest our 
treasure where the returns will thus overflow ail bounds 
—where it will bear interest throughout eternity in 
the world to come? 


VI. 


Christ came not to annul the law, but to fulfil it. 
Here is a pearl nearly two thousand years old which 
came from his own lips. This jewel is stored away 
» in Matthew 23:23: “Woe unto you, scribes and Phari- 
sees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and. 
cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the 
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law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to 
have done, and not to leave the other undone.” 

So we see from Christ’s own words that he ap 
proves of the tithe. Christian stewardship is abso- 
lutely necessary to the spread of the gospel. Christ 
is depending on us. May we be faithful! 


VII. 

There are very many pearls we should like to choose 
for our string, but for the seventh and last we shall 
use one of the sayings of the Apostle Paul, “Jt is 
required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.” 
(I Cor. 4:2.) Stewardship of possessions is a sacred 
trust. Shall we fail him, or be faithful? 

“T thought of it once as I sat by myself 
And looked at the boxes that stood on the shelf, 


One so large, one so small, with a contrast most grim, 
A bandbox for me and a mite box for Him. 


I paid for my hat and I paid for my gown, 

And I paid for the furs that I purchased down town; 
And when I returned, it was plain as could be— 

A mite box for Him and a bandbox for me. 


I tossed in a dime, but it didn’t seem right; 

I couldn’t be proud of that curious sight; 

So I took out my checkbook and tried to be square, 
For I wanted my givings to look like my prayer.” 


WHERE Cast Our PEARLS? 


These pearls, which we have examined, are all from 
the Bible. They are not artificial or counterfeit. They 
are genuine, and they will neither wear out nor wax 
old. If our faith, our religion, our love be sincere, 
we shall accept them for our own. 

The tithe is plainly an obligation. God does not 
want us to give as a mere duty. He wants us to give 
gladly and joyously above the tithe. And the com- 
pelling motive must be love—love for our Saviour 
and for mankind. 

In the sermon on the Mount we are told, “Neither 
cast ye your pearls before swine.” Shall we not, 
rather, cast them at the feet of him who gave all for 
us? 


Assembly's Home Mission Reading Contest 


URING November, 1930, a Home Mission Read- 
ing Contest was conducted by the Educational 


Department of the Home Mission Committee. 


and much interest was manifested in it. A number of 
Auxiliaries entered, and the leaders reported great 
enthusiasm among the members. 

The Auxiliary making the largest number of points 
on the basis of membership was selected as the win- 
ner. This honor went to the Elmwood Church, 
Barber, N. C., in Concord Presbytery, which made 
an average of 697 points per member. 

Honorable mention is given to the following 
churches: 


Newland, N. C. ~-.----673 points per member 
Watertown, Tenn. ------ 342 points per member 
Hickory Withe, Tenn...348 points per member 
Greenville, W. Va. ----272 points per member 


Denmark, Tenn. ~.----251 points per member 

This information should have been given several 
months ago, when reports from the contest were all 
in, but because of lack of space it was omitted from 
THE Survey for several issues, and then it was felt 
that it might be too late to publish it. However. 
during the recent Home Mission season, a number of 
those participating in the contest wrote asking for 
such a report, and we are glad to publish it here- 
with. 

This Reading Contest, planned by Mrs. T. B. 
Roddy, Synodical Secretary of Assembly’s Home Mis- 
sions in Tennessee, was the means of arousing the in- 
terest of men, women and children in the great cause 
of Home Missions, and the Executive Committee 
wishes to thank each Auxiliary for its splendid co- 
operation in helping to make the Contest a success. 
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“I’m jest a tellin’ ye, I got to have a education. I know I’m a girl and some folks think ’tain’t no use for 
a girl to larn, but I’m agoin’ to do it, I don’ keer how hard it is!” The dauntless spirit which stood back of the 
girl who made this remark is representative of that spirit which characterizes thousands of the girls of the 


mountains today. 


‘I’m A-Goin’ to Have a Education” 


The 1932 Auxiliary Birthday Offering Will Help This Girl and Hundreds Like Her 
By FRANCES ROLSTON 


46 AD, I’m jest tellin’ ye, I got to have a edu- 
cation. I know I’m a girl an’ some folks 
think ’tain’t no use for a girl to larn but 

I’m a-goin’ to do it, I don’ keer how hard it is!” 

It was this spirit which stood back of the little 
girl whom I would picture for you today—just a 
mountain girl who had finished the eighth grade, the 
graduation point for so many, if they go even that 
far. The spirit of the pioneers which ever presses for- 
ward was in this little girl and thus, when the high 
school not so far from her home opened, she was found 
in her place in the Freshman class. However, before 
time for her to begin her Sophomore year’s work the 
family had moved, and the only hope for school this 
year was a daily seven-mile walk. But did she falter? 
Not once. All through the cold winter months, in rain, 
snow, and mud she continued to press on. A little 
thing like a daily seven-mile walk could not stand 
between her and her cherished ambition, and so the 
Sophomore year was finished. 

In the summer following, a Work Scholarship, that 
great blessing to so many under-privileged girls and 
boys of the hills, held out its hands to her, and in 
August, 1928, she entered the Junior class, taking her 
Place among the work students of the dormitory. 

Then began two more busy years, for, a natural- 
born student, she was content with nothing less than 


her best in the classroom. Then in addition, there 
was much manual labor outside—cooking, washing, 
cleaning, etc. One summer, when most girls were en- 
joying a carefree vacation, she walked fifteen miles 
across the mountains, carrying her little all in a 
bundle, and spent the whole summer hard at work. 
cooking for the summer workers on the campus, canning 
in preparation for the coming winter, and what not— 
a long summer of work that she might be able to 
carry without hindrance the full course of her Senior 
year. 

In these years, too, this girl who had started out 
to win found the great Guide without whose help we 
can never truly win. 

In May, 1930, she received her diploma, and another 
milestone in that road she had set out to travel had 
been passed. 

Her own testimony is, “If I worked all my life, 
I could never pay your Mission School for all it has 
done for me.” 

However, there were other mileposts ahead, and the 
fall of 1930 found our girl in a college Freshman 
class, this time making her expenses by doing the 
laundry for the school and for many of the faculty. 
Her roommate says that oftentimes at one o’clock at 
night she would come to bed, having just stopped 
ironing. 
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Today she is teaching in a little country school 
with two teachers in one room. “It is hard,” she says, 
“but I am doing my best,” and we do not doubt 
that she is. 


Three more years of college ahead of her. To some 
with no more means than she has they would seem 
impossible, but judging by the past, this dauntless 
spirit will press on and conquer and, best of all, as 
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she presses forward she follows the Christ and witnesses 
for him as she goes. 

It is just such girls as this that contributors to our 
mountain schools are helping. It is just such girls 
as this who will benefit by the 1932 Birthday Offer- 
ing, which goes to the Christian home training Depart- 
ments of Stuart Robinson School at Blackey, Ky., and 
Highland Institution, about one hundred miles away 
at Guerrant, Ky. Are they worth the cost? 





‘Helping the 


Little Sister Auxiliary” 
A Dialogue 


By MRS. ROY BROWN 


President—(As a lady comes forward from the 
audience) “Good morning!” 

Miss Ignorant—“I’m Miss Ignorant. I’ve been 
sitting here listening to all this talk about Auxiliaries, 
and I just said to myself, ‘I’m going to find out a 
few things about the subject.’ There are many things 
that we in our Auxiliary don’t know. First, I want 
to ask you why we have to count every woman on the 
Church roll a member of the Auxiliary? Don’t they 
have to join?” 

President—“This plan of including all the women 
of the Church on our Auxiliary roll was started more 
than twelve years ago. It has proved its worth. The 
membership has grown by leaps and bounds. Natu- 
rally you are going to be more interested in the unin- 
terested woman if you know she must be included in 
your report. The General Assembly endorses this 
plan. It works and it is fair, for it provides a uni- 
form method of grading. You can readily see that 
the report of an Auxiliary that counts all women and 
one that does not could not be compared fairly. There- 
fore we must count all women of the Church. It 
works, it is fair, and it is the adopted plan.” 

Miss Ignorant—‘Well, I suppose we'll try it, but 
there’s Susan Stubborn—I don’t believe she will ever 
join us. But it isn’t fair if we don’t count all when 
the other Auxiliaries do. What’s the object of the Year 
Book of Programs though? Isn’t THE Survey 
enough ?”’ 

President—“The Year Book of Programs provides 
a wonderful outline of study for the year. In this we 
consider every phase of our Church work, and at the 
proper time too. At the end of the year when we 
are making out reports and this question is asked, 
‘Did you have a program on Christian Education and 
Ministerial Relief?’ or ‘Did you have a program on 
Stewardship?’ we can answer, ‘Yes,’ for we have 
studied everything.” 

Miss Ignorant—‘‘Well, that surely is good. I'll 
tell my Auxiliary about that. And what about those 
Prayer Calendars? There isn’t ome in our Auxiliary. 
What are they anyway?” 

President—‘‘The Prayer Calendar is of wonderful 
value—and all for only fifteen cents! It is a splendid 


help in establishing Family Altars. In the back of 
the Calendar you will find Bible readings for each 
day in the year. Subjects for prayer are given; and 
if you use them properly, you will find that you have 
prayed for each missionary, for each mission station, 
and for every phase of the work. It is invaluable for 
systematic Bible study and prayer.” 

Miss Ignorant—“Do you know that’s just what I’ve 
been wanting. I’ve been thinking that we should have 
a Family Altar at our house, but I didn’t have any 
help, so we just neglected it. I do want a Prayer 
Calendar myself. And I heard you say something 
about a budget. We do not have one in our Auxiliary. 
Tell me about it.” 

President—“A budget is a financial goal for which 
to work. A Finance Committee, appointed at the be- 
ginning of the year, arranges a budget stating just 
how much will be given to each cause. This is based 
on the gifts of the previous year. A well planned 
budget can help the work of the Auxiliary tremen- 
dously. Of course, this must be approved by the 
Executive Board, the Auxiliary, and the Circles. Gifts 
may be sent off during the year, for you know about 
how much you can give to each cause.” 

Miss Ignorant—“I think we'll try that too, and 
see if it will do us any good. We need something in 
our Auxiliary—maybe it’s a budget. Why do they 
say that more of us must subscribe to THE SuRvEY? 
I thought that was just something with which to get 
up a program.” 

President—‘THr Survey is the official organ of 
the Church. I think each year it is better and bet- 
ter. I believe if you once begin reading THE SURVEY 
regularly, you will feel that you can’t do without it 
‘It will inform you on any matter of Church work, and 
this year it will be used more than ever in connection 
with the Year Book of Programs. You will find the 
Auxiliary Lantern and the devotional message each 
month especially helpful. I believe that every member 
of your Auxiliary will want to subscribe to it.” 

Miss Ignorant—‘“T'll tell the women at home about 
it, and we’ll get some more subscribers, I know. And 
now will you please tell me what a Prayer Band is? 

President—“‘A Prayer Band is a group of two o 
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more members who agree to pray daily for some defi- 
nite object. They say it is better to have several 
smaller bands than just one large one. Of course, it 
is not necessary for them to meet. Every Circle should 
form a Prayer Band, and every group of Auxiliary 
officers should do likewise. We know the wonderful 
power and influence of prayer, and more than that 
the vast resources*in groups of God’s people united 
in definite prayer.” 

Miss Ignorant—‘“I’m so glad to find that out. I 
hope we can have several Prayer Bands. I know the 
Lord does bless us if we just ask him. And isn’t it 
wonderful for all of us to be in prayer for the same 
thing? Then there’s another matter about which I 
want to ask. Do you remember that you changed our 
grading on the Standard and gave us a lower mark? 
We didn’t know just why the change was necessary. 
How do you grade according to the Standard any- 
way ?” 

President—‘I was afraid some would not under- 
stand that we have to check all reports sent in. You 
see we are held responsible, and I’m afraid some of 
our Auxiliaries did not know just how to grade their 
reports. I believe most of the mistakes were caused 
by failure to give the number of members and not 
homes. For instance, if there are three members of 
the Auxiliary living in the same home, and in that 
home are found: a family altar, a Church paper, and 
a SURVEY, you count it thus: Family Altars, 3; Church 
paper subscriber, 3; Survey subscribers, 3. In other 
words, count members not homes. I noticed that when 
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the final question was asked, ‘What is your greatest 
need?’ almost all of the reports answered, ‘We need 
deeper consecration.’ ” 

Miss Ignorant—‘Yes, we need deeper consecration 
in our Auxiliary too. Perhaps the Department of 
Woman’s Work can send us something that will help 
us in this respect.” ¢ 

President—‘No, deeper consecration is something 
that cannot be ordered from the outside. It must be 
planted and nurtured and grown in the human heart 
You will have to look for it in the lives of your 
Auxiliary members. It can be cultivated. There are 
several means. The Prayer Bands you are organiz- 
ing will aid. Daily communion with God will be a 
source of wonderful spiritual growth. The Bible study 
of your group will also help you to attain what you 
are seeking. And one of the most helpful means of 
all is the Family Altar. The Standard of our Auxil- 
iary can never reach a higher plane than that of the 
religion in the homes; therefore, for spiritual growth 
we should encourage the establishing of Family Altars.” 

Miss Ignorant—“And now I must be going. Thank 
you very, very much for all your help. I hope we 
shall have a better report next year. Goodbye.” 

President—That’s just fine. I hope others will 
do likewise, and that our Presbyterial will take many 
steps forward. Then perhaps in the future instead 
of being ‘Miss Ignorant’ we shall be ‘Mrs. Informed.’ ” 

(Used in Harmony Presbyterial, April 22, 1931, 


and at the Presbyterial President’s Conference at Mon-, 


treat, July 8, 1931.) 





_ Train Up A Child 


Source Material for Your February Circle Meeting 


(The material contained in this article has been gleaned from “A Daughter of the Samurai,” by Etsu 


Inagaki Sugimoto. Doubleday, Doran and Co. $3.00. 


It has been selected as the February Auxiliary Book- 


of-the-Month. From an incident related here and another there throughout the book, we have gathered the 
facts of this article, making it tell as nearly as possible as related by Mrs. Sugimoto, something of the un- 
usual training that is given to the girls of Japan who are born into the Samurai, or soldier class—The 


Editors.) 


N THE Japanese home of the Samurai, the ruling 
of the house and children is left to the women, the 
wills of each member of the home being subjected 

to that of the grandmother, the husband’s mother, who 
occupies the place of honor and who is reverenced by 
the entire household. Knowing this, it is hard to 
understand some of the teaching as given to the girls 
—for instance, the fact that they are taught from 
childhood that when hardships and injustice come 
they, as women, should submit to them not only duti- 
fully and patiently, but with pride. Self-humiliation 
1s encouraged by the women. From childhood a girl 
is taught that woman is greatly inferior to man. This 
1S never questioned; it is fate. 

The training given along all lines begins early in 

childhood. Every girl must early learn the lesson of 
self-control. “To reasonably relax is cowardice,” is 


an old Japanese saying, as is also, “A Samurai’s 
daughter does not cry.” Samurai daughters are taught 
never to lose control of mind or body-—even in sleep. 
Boys may stretch themselves into the character dat, 
carelessly outspread; but girls must curve into the 
modest, dignified character kinoji, which means “spirit 
of control.” Only the lowly-born in Japan, unless 
Christian, can cry when the heart is filled with ache 
and can laugh when the heart sings. 

There are many fine things in the training given the 
Japanese girl, one of which is that she must be polite 
under all circumstances. It is considered most im- 
polite for a girl to ask questions. “You talk too 
freely, like a boy; a girl should never speak with 
abrupt unceremony,” was the reply given to the author 
of “A Daughter of the Samurai” when, as a child, she 
came in from school and, finding the household some- 
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what upset and disturbed, asked, in a trembling voice, 
“Honorable Grandmother is—is anybody going to 
die?” 

Gentleness is a characteristic trait of a well-trained, 
Japanese girl. At every outburst of childish enthusiasm 
a little girl is reminded by mother or grandmother, or 
nurse, “You must not forget to be gentle.” 

The Japanese mother takes great pride in the care 
and arrangement of her daughter’s hair. The hair- 
dresser comes to the homes, usually making about 
three visits in ten days. Beginning with the eldest, 
the hair of each is arranged with much painstaking 














Little Rosemary Cable attended Circle meetings with 


her mother in Corpus Christi, Texas. Instead of being 
bored, she was keenly interested. Most of all she en- 
joyed the programs on life in other lands. When there 
was a special meeting on Japan, Mrs. Steele Campbell, 
in charge of the program, provided a delightful surprise 
for the Circle. Mrs. Campbell secured a complete 
Japanese child’s costume, in which Rosemary repre- 
sented one of her sisters across the sea. At the nezt 
Circle meeting Rosemary sang a Japanese song, and 
the people of Japan seem closer to her and to all the 
Circle members as well. February Circle topic is Japan, 


when this idea might be used. 
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care. Curly hair is considered by the Japanese any- 
thing but pretty, as “it is like animal hair,” and woe 
to the Japanese girl who is so adorned, for immedi- 
ately after the shampoo her hair must be saturated 
with almost boiling hot tea mixed with some kind of 
stiffening oil, then pulled back as tight as possible 
and tied. This straightens the hair, for the time 
being at least. It is a somewhat uncomfortable pro- 
cedure, but perhaps not as much so as the “permanent” 
which the American girl must have to make her hair 
curly. 

Absolute obedience in all matters is taught, even 
to accepting without protest the man who is selected 
as her husband. This, however, is considered by the 
Japanese girl as an impersonal matter—a family 
affair. The family council—uncles, aunts, grand- 
mothers, parents—decides this important matter, and 
the girl is called into the council only to be given the 
announcement. With a long, low bow, touching her 
forehead to the floor, she expresses her gratitude to 
the “Honorable All” for the thought given to her fu- 
ture in arranging for her marriage. But she never 
thinks of asking, “Who is he?” Every Japanese girl 
knows from babyhood that sometime, as a matter of 
course, she will marry, but she does not look for- 
ward to it, she does not dread it, she simply does 
not think of it at all. 

The formal ceremony of the betrothal always takes 
place on the “Day of the Bird,” and while it is not 
an elaborate affair like a wedding, it is very im- 
portant; for in old-fashioned families the bethrothal 
is considered as sacred as the marriage itself, and in- 
deed it cannot be so easily broken as can the marriage 
tie. 

After her betrothal, life for the Japanese girl is 
a sort of make-believe game, for her education as a 
wife begins that very day. She begins to put into 
practice, as if she were already in her husband’s home, 
the training she has received in cooking, arranging, 
tea serving, and other womanly accomplishments. She 
is now expected to select without assistance the proper 
flowers, the suitable roll picture and tokonoma orna- 
ment, and see that the house is always arranged ac- 
cording to certain established rules. Every moment of 
her life is filled with training and preparation. The 
object of the training is not explained to the girl, 
for it is a taken-for-granted part of every betrothal. 
The diet of the bride-to-be is affected by the likes and 
the dislikes of the husband-to-be, for she must learn 
to like his favorite food, if she does not already do 
so. She is taught that she must never in any way 
show disrespect to that object appearing on her hus- 
band’s crest. If such an object is plum, as is often 
the case, the girl must not taste plum, even in jelly. 
That would be disrespectful. 

Every Japanese housewife must know how to make 
cushions, for they are the chairs and beds, so before 
her marriage a girl must actually make a sleeping 
cushion. This is said to be a very difficult thing to 
do, and even Samurai daughters are known to weep 
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Department of 
Waman’s Work 


when time after time she must pull out threads and do 
the work all over again. 





the comfort of her husband. One of her duties is the 
preparation, on anniversaries and at festival times, 
of a “shadow table” for the absent fiance. On such 













STEWARDSHIP STUDY 


¢¢(@ TEWARDSHIP Parables of Jesus” by Ros- 
well C. Long, D. D., is recommended as an 
excellent textbook for this study. See also 
the article, “A String of Pearls” in this issue of THE 
SURVEY. 










CircLE MEETING—Topic: “TRAIN UP A CHILD” 

See article “A Daughter of the Samurai,” this issue 
of THe Survey, for an insight into the training given 
a Japanese girl born into the Samurai, or soldier 
class which, under the feudal system, constituted the 
lower nobility. This article furnishes excellent pro- 
gram material on the subject. Additional program 
helps have been sent to all Auxiliary Year Book sub- 
scribers and will be sent to others for ten cents. Ad- 
dress Committee on Woman’s Work, Henry Grady 
Building, Atlanta, Ga. 



















AUXILIARY MEETING—TopiIc: “FEEDING THE 
FAMILY IN CHINA” 


In the Year Book Literature, the Committee on 
Woman’s Work is sending two unusually interesting 
leaflets on the subject—“Time to Eat in Chinese 
Homes,” by Mrs. James Nelson Montgomery, and 
“China Goes to Market,” by Miss Lucy Fletcher. 
Suggestions for presenting the program in an unusual 
way have been prepared by one of our talented Auxil- 
lary members—Mrs. Florence A. Richardson, of Breck- 
enridge, Texas, and a copy of these will be sent also 
in the Year Book literature. Those Auxiliaries not 
subscribing to this literature can secure the complete 
helps for the program from Committee on Woman’s 


Work, Henry Grady Building, Atlanta, Ga. Price 
ten cents. 


SOMETHING TO DO. During the months of 
January and February we are thinking and studying 
about, praying for, and giving to Foreign Missions. 
But there is another avenue of service open to many 
Auxiliary members—that of opening the doors of their 
homes to foreign students, and there are many of them 
I our colleges and universities. Whether they be Chris- 
han or not, let them have the privilege of coming 
under the influence of an American Christian home— 
itmay be your privilege to lead one or two—or a score 
of them—to the Saviour.. The influence of one such 
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The betrothed girl must learn to be watchful for 


The Auxiliary Calendar for February 


‘per 100. 
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days she must cook the food which he especially likes. 
His table is placed next to hers and she arranges 
for it to be served before her own. The grandmother 


and the mother speak as though the husband were 
present, and the bride-to-be is taught to be as careful 
(Continued on page 99) 


home, whose doors have been wide open to such a 
group for many years, lives on and on and will con- 
tinue to live so long as the ages roll. Chinese doc- 
tors, nurses, Japanese intellectuals—others and yet 
others, are living and working for Christ today be- 
cause the members of this one home expressed their 
love for him in this type of service. Yes, many of us 
can be real Foreign Missionaries right in our own 
homes. 


WEEK OF PRAYER FOR SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES 
FEBRUARY 22-28 


See the Department of Christian Education and 
Ministerial Relief, this issue of THe Survey, for a 
suggestive program. The Auxiliary President will co- 
operate with the Secretary of Christian Education and 
Ministerial Relief in enlisting the prayers of the 
women for this Cause during the week. Ask your 
pastor to select as his theme for the mid-week prayer 
service or for his sermon on Sunday, February 28th, 
“The Need of Prayer for Students.” 


Wor.ip Day oF PRAYER (INTERDENOMINATIONAL) 
FEBRUARY 12TH 


(See January Survey, Lantern page, for unusual 
way of presenting World Day of Prayer Program). 

The Church women of all denominations in all 
parts of the world are asked to join in observing the 
World Day of Prayer on February 12th. 

The Call to Prayer, prepared this year by Senora 
Elisa de Pascoe, of Mexico, reads: “Hold Fast in 
Prayer.” 

“Ask”—for a life of deeper spirituality that there: 
may come a worldwide Pentecost. 

“Seek’’—for a life of world-service as church mem-- 
bers “‘that the world may believe.” 

“Seek”—for a life of cooperation and unity among: 
churches that the work of the Kingdom may go for- 
ward. 

“Knock”—that the world’s door may be opened— 
the gospel spread—the Kingdom established. 

The Program, “Hold Fast in Prayer,’’ was pre- 
pared by Miss Helen Tupper, Isabella Thoburn Col- 
lege, Lucknow, India. The price is 2c each or $2.00 
Order from Council of Women for Hom:: 
Missions, 105. East 22nd St., New York, N. Y. 























Presenting Christ 
“A Rewarder of Them That Diligently Seek Him” 


TRE REWARD FOR FAITHFULNESS IN STEWARDSHIP 


Throughout the Scriptures there are precious promises of a sure reward for our 
faithfulness in the stewardship of “the manifold grace of God.” And we are not 
surprised to find that these promises are inseparably linked with the message of 
Calvary’s Cross; for our salvation is the gift of his grace, even as our rewards in 
heaven shall be but the consummation of all that he wrought for us when he bore 
our sins in his own body on the tree. Thus it is that every crown awaiting the 
Christian will, throughout the endless ages, be a reminder of the unspeakable Gift 
of God’s love; for in Christ Jesus he offers us: 

Salvation Rewards 
“Everlasting life,” John 3:16_---“‘A crown of life,” Rev. 2:10; James 1:12. 
“Righteousness,” Rom. 3:21, 22_-‘‘A crown of righteousness,” II Tim. 4:8. 
“Toy,” FO TF: dncicanneuaal A “crown of rejoicing,” I Thess. 2:19; Phil. 4:1. 
“Incorruption,” I Cor. 15:54_---“An incorruptible crown,” I Cor. 9:25. 
“Glory,” John 17:22, 24 “A crown of glory,” I Peter 5:4. 


And all this is ours for the asking because our Lord wore the “crown of thorns” 
for us on Calvary, bearing in his death the very symbol of the curse (John 19:5); 
because he is even now “crowned with glory and honor” (Heb. 2:9); because one 
day we shall behold him “crowned with many crowns” (Rev. 19:12); because he 
is our Prophet, Priest, and King! 


Our salvation in Christ Jesus is sure. Are we as sure of “the crown of life” 
for faithfulness under trial, of “a crown of righteousness” for faithfulness in testi- 
mony and for loving “his appearing,” of “a crown of rejoicing’ for the winning 
of souls, of “an incorruptible crown” for running the Christian race, of “a crown 
of glory” for faithfulness in service? Are we sure of these rewards from him whom 
we love and whose approval we seek? For our answer we must examine the degree 
of our faithfulness in the stewardship of “the manifold grace of God”—our faith- 
fulness in “Presenting Christ” to the millions entrusted to our care. 


THE INCENTIVE TO FAITHFULNESS IN STEWARDSHIP 


Much as we may seek the approval of our Lord in that day when we shall 
see his face, yet there is a higher motive—a never-failing incentive—for faithful- 
ness in stewardship. It is that forever we may be “unto the praise of his glory 
‘ that in the ages to come” we may be a testimony to “the exceeding riches 
of his grace” (Eph. 1:14; 2:7). With such a motive and with such an incentive, 
it is no irksome task to win souls to him; it is no self-denial to give back to him 
our gifts as he has prospered us; it is no unwilling service to intercede for the lost. 
Witnessing to him through our service, our gifts, and our prayers is then but the 
overflowing of devoted hearts that begin even on earth to sing the song in which 
they shall join the myriads of the heavenly hosts throughout eternity, saying: “Worthy 
is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, 
and honor, and glory, and blessing” (Rev. 5:12). 

—SamMmy D. Hocve. 
(Adapted from “Circle Devotional,’ July, 1931.) 
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THE AUXILIARIES IN ONE CITY HAVE CO- 
OPERATED in conducting a Normal Bible Study class 
for leaders. A member writes of the results: 

“We were extremely interested to see what the re- 
sults of a second attempt along this line would be, as 
this is always a better test than the first. 

“Last year I believe we had an average attendance 
of one hundred and fifty-four for five days. As the 
book of James was shorter, we only planned for a three- 
days’ school this time, and we feel that the results 
were most gratifying. ‘Twenty-four out of the twenty- 
seven churches in and near our city were represented, 
with an average daily attendance of something like one 
hundred and fifty. 

“The members of the class all seemed to feel that 
the undertaking was more than worth while Many 
of them had asked that we repeat the class this year, 
and now I really feel that the idea will become a 
permanent one here. As a result of it, many of the 
Auxiliaries have found it easier to persuade their in- 
experienced women to undertake the work of teaching 
the Bible in the Circles. In this way a real taste for 
Bible study is being created, and at the same time 
more Bible teachers are being. developed, especially 
among the younger women.” 


THREE RULES IN SECURING SURVEY SUBSCRIB-. 


ERS. One Secretary of Literature writes: “I have 
three rules I keep before me, and have found them to 
be helpful. Other Secretaries may find them likewise: 
First, uniform expirations. 
Second, complete lists of church membership. 
Third, canvass every member. 

“I did the work without help, because I wanted to 
learn my field of work. Back of all rules and methods 
every secretary must remember ‘it’s work that brings 
success’ and it’s full time, not half time.” 

CIRCLE HOSTESSES. Japan is the country to be 
Studied at the February Circle meeting. Have you 
thought of refreshments which will be appropriate for 
the occasion? Why not serve creamed tuna fish over 
steaming hot rice, with tiny pieces of pickle? Wafers 
and tea would complete this Japanese menu. Perhaps 
you could have girls in kimonos do the serving. 


A CALL TO PRAYER. During February and March, 
the women of the Church are called to special prayer 
that the Church may measure up financially to her 
responsibility, that tithing may increase, and that the 
Every Member Canvass may enlist more and larger 
gifts than ever before. Add this to your prayer list. 


Mail suggestions to 


The Auxiliary lantern, 


Henry Grady Building, Atlanta, Ga. 





THE AUXILIARY BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH 
“A DAUGHTER OF THE SAMURAI” 

By Etsu INAGAKI SUGIMOTO 
Doubleday, Doran & Co., Publishers. $3.00 
This is a book of memories of a girlhood 

in Japan. The story of the dog Shire, whose 
prosperity in a future life she endangered by 
giving him her own cushion; her childish, sad- 
ness about her own curly hair; her pensive 
trouble when she discovered that American 
women were not really more modest than 
Japanese—these and a few other charming 
episodes first found their way into print in 
the columns of a Philadelphia newspaper, and 
gradually led to this beautiful and thrilling 
book. What a lovely bock it is, and how 
much it has to teach us. A perfect book for 
children to read—I don’t know any collection 
of fairy tales more entrancing. And for par- 
ents too; is it not the subtlest kind of trea- 
tise on education? I can only say that this 
story of a Japanese girlhood and of the brave 
child who found a seed of liberty stirring in 
her heart seems to me one of those rare tri- 
umphs where two diverse worlds speak openly 
to one another and both are profited. Mrs. 
Sugimoto has given us here a unique pic- 
ture of the exquisite complexity and beauty of 
all human life. She is a great teacher.—From 
the Introduction by Christopher Morley. 
Order from 
PRESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATION 

Box 1176 Richmond, Va. 











A SUCCESSFUL PLAN. Each year in late March or 
early April our Auxiliary has a luncheon for the out- 
going and the in-coming officers. We get most of the 
women of the church together on this occasion and 
have toasts or some kind of an entertainment. 


THE EVERY MEMBER CANVASS. What has the 


Woman’s Auxiliary to do with the Canvass? 
nothing at ali. This is in the hands of the church 
officers. But in a cooperative way there is much that 
can be done by the Auxiliary. 

First, by Response. 

Second, by Prayer. 

Third, by Stewardship Classes. 

Every woman should. be an influence in the home, 
to have the entire family informed and ready to re- 
spond when canvassed. 

Every woman should be “instant in season and out 
of season” that in personal, Circle and Auxiliary devo- 
tions and upon every opportunity prayer is made for 
the success of the canvass. Every woman should be 
alert to enlist tithers and every way possible in 
Church and Auxiliary make known the Christian’s re- 
sponsibility of stewardship. 


Officially 
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What If They Had Quit? 


By C. K. OBER 


BEHELD in my dream, and five men—Peter, 

Andrew, Matthew, John and Paul—sat on a hill- 

side, looking out over the Sea of Galilee. It was 
twenty years after the Day of Pentecost and they had 
met by appointment to talk over a crisis in the lives 
and programs of three of their number. 

The work was going hard with them. Paul had 
suffered the loss of all things; Peter had left all to 
follow Christ and was finding it hard to support his 
family; and Matthew had just had an attractive propo- 
sition at a large income,—to return to his old place 
in the custom house. 

Peter, as usual, opened the discussion. He said, 
“Simon the Tanner has inherited the estate of his 
brother, who was a fisherman and an old friend of 
mine in Bethsaida, and he has offered to give me a 
complete fishing outfit, boats, nets, and tackle, with 
an established trade in Capernaum. It looks like a 
providential leading, especially as my wife’s mother 
has opened a boarding house in Capernaum and it 
will cost us almost nothing to live with her while we 
are getting started again. I can make a good living 
and a little more by fishing five days in the week, 
and I will have all my Sundays for evangelistic work 
in the cities around the lake. I am getting along in 
years and am afraid I can’t stand the pace at which 
I have been working. And then, too, I need the 
money.” 

Paul said, “Aquila and Priscilla have been greatly 
prospered in the tent-making business in Ephesus and 
have offered me a position at a good salary, to open 
a branch in Philippi, and from there to develop and 
- supervise their interests in the principal cities of 
Macedonia. I can do this work; it will not be any 
harder for me than the care of all the churches, and 
I will still have opportunity for Christian work and 
can lay by a little for the rainy day, which I can 
see is coming.” 

Then Matthew said, “My story of the life of Christ 
is having a large sale and is bringing me in enough 
to pay my expenses, but my business experience tells 
me that I ought to have a larger margin. Persecution 
may come and sales would fall off. I have a chance 


now to take my old position, and I know that I can 
make enough out of it, not only to support myself and 
family, but to take care of the rest of you if you 
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should get into trouble. And then, too, I will have 
more leisure for writing and can probably help the 
cause more in this way than by travelling about the 
country.” 

Andrew replied, “Peter, do you remember the day 
when you thought that you had lost your wife's 
mother? Do you see that sand beach over there? That 
is where we beached our boat after the miraculous 
haul of fish, and where we quit the fishing busi- 
ness, and where the Master said, ‘Fear not, from 
henceforth thou shalt catch men.’ How long a time 
is ‘henceforth’? Do you see that hillside over there? 
That is where the Master fed the five thousand, and 
I can see the very spot where that lad stood when 
I asked him to give up his lunch for the Lord to 
multiply. Don’t you remember the look of compassion 
and longing on the Master’s face when he looked out 
over the multitude and asked us to pray that laborers 
might be thrust forth into his harvest? If we ars 
going to continue to pray that other men may rise 
up, leave all and follow him—can we do less?” 

John, who was leaning against Peter, felt a big 
tear fall on his hand, and looking over to Paul, he 
saw his jaw set, the old fire come back into his eyes 
and the old war-horse look into his face and he 
quietly said, “Men, I don’t think we need to talk 
about this any more—let us pray.” 

And as they prayed, the things of time and sense 
‘receded; a light breeze rustled in the nearby treetop, 
reminding them of that “rushing mighty wind” of the 
day of Pentecost, and of the marvelous power with 
which Peter had preached the gospel on that day. 
They seemed also to see the Master himself standing 
on the shore, just a few yards away, and to heat 
him saying to them again, “Launch out into the deep 
and let down your nets for a draught.” 

They looked, and the evening caravan for Tyre sn 
just swinging into sight. “Goodbye,” said Paul, ‘ 
must catch the next boat for Ephesus and I will i 
Aquila to put up the money for a campaign in that 
old city that will shake the whole of Asia.” 

“Goodbye,” said Peter, “Andrew and I will just 
say goodbye to the folks and we will have time to 
join the midnight caravan for Babylon, and keep 
East as far as the land of Sinim.” ; 

“Goodbye,” said Matthew, “There is a group 0 
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publicans down in Jerusalem who were going in with 
me on this tax-gathering proposition, but I will get 
them to join me in financing a five years’ campaign 
in Egypt and up the Nile as far as Ethiopia. I have 
heard from the Ethiopian Treasurer that practically 
the whole country is open to us and he believes that 
all Ethiopia will soon stretch out its hands unto God.” 

“Goodbye,” said John, and he sat there till the 
stars came out and the waves on the beach sounded 
like the voice of many waters. Then he said to him 
that stood by ,“Lord, do not charge this thing against 
them. I have felt that way myself at times, as thou 
knowest, and I would have gone back to the boats and 
nets of Zebedee and Sons, only I remembered thy 
promises, and thy grace was sufficient for me. And 
so it has been for them, in doubt this morning, but 


now speeding West and East and South, in the power’ 
of thy gospel. They are ready to live or to die for 
thee, as I am. I thank thee for Andrew, for his deep 
life and steady faith. Let him stay and work with 
Peter, and then the one who can chase a thousand 
shall put ten thousand to flight . .. ” 

A sudden storm broke over the lake and I awoke, 
and as I thought upon the dream, I heard the voice 
of one calling to me out of his rich experience: 

Go labor on, spend and be spent, 

Thy joy to do the Father’s will. 

It is the way the Master went, 

Should not the servant tread it still? 


Used by permission of the publishers. Copies of this six-page 
leaflet can be secured from The Association Press, 347 Madison Ave., 
New York, N. Y. 





What of the Ministers’ Annuity Fund? 


The seed has been sown in thousands of hearts in 
our Church. The prayers of hundreds of loyal and 
faithful hearts are keeping it ever in remembrance be- 
fore the throne of Ged. And now that the seed has 
been sown, we wait with “the long patience of the 
husbandman” for the early and the latter rain of the 
grace of God. ‘Then shall it be as it is written in 
the parable: 


So is the Kingdom of God, as if a man should cast 
seed into the ground; and should sleep, and rise night 
and day, and the seed should spring and grow up, he 
knoweth not how. For the earth bringeth forth fruit 
of herself: first the blade, then the ear, after that 
the full corn in the ear. But when the fruit is 
brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle, 
because the harvest is come. 





A Melody of Hope 


NE morning a letter from a physician came to 

a wife, who was the mother of three children. 

The physician was in attendance upon her hus- 
band in a western sanatorium for tuberculosis. He 
had served his church for twenty-three years and, when 
at first stricken, strong hopes were entertained of his 
recovery: now, however, came the news that he was 
sinking rapidly. Could she come to be with him in 
his last days? 

Stunned by the shock of the news, at first she had 
no plan. Then it came over her that she must go. It 
was dreadful to think of not seeing him again. Her 
heart clamored to be with him. Her funds were very 
low. To whom should she appeal? Her church, his 
church, was her only recourse. How he had loved its 
service before the blight of the White Plague! 

A swift call to the committee in Louisville, a quick, 
sympathetic response, and soon she was borne over 
plain and hill to the hospital in the mountains! As 
she met his longing gaze, all weariness of travel was 
forgotten. 

“Ah, Mary,” said he, “I thought not to see you 
again in this life. Thank God, you have come—and 
in time!” Days and nights of tender ministry fol- 
lowed. The amethyst of evening on the mountains; 
the roseate flush of dawn in the sky, recurred again 


= again while the vigor of his manhood slowly ebbed 
yay, 


Sometimes, he spoke feebly of her future, of the 
rearing of their children, of the care of her mother, 
wholly dependent on her. His faith fought trium- 
phantly against the natural anxiety of his heart. Her 
own faith seemed to grow stronger as the footsteps 
of Death were heard approaching. Together they 
prayed the Lord Christ, and at length felt the assur- 
ance of his sovereign presence, the power of his heal- 
ing balm. 

One evening, as they sat hand in hand, watching 
the glory of the sunset as it shot its radiance, far 
back into the vistas of hills, until the very gates of 
the celestial city seemed to swing back in welcome, 
his soul slipped away and took flight beyond the 
reaches of mortal ken. 

Home again! Messages of love from daddy, tears 
and questions as to those last days. With the cour- 
age of the valiant soul, with the trust of a child-like 
heart, she took up the task of the support of the family. 
The children were accustomed to assuming their share 
of daily tasks. Soon nature re-asserted herself and 
the laughter of the children rang out as they romped 
in the fallen leaves, in the frosty tang of autumn 
evenings. Youth claimed its royal prerogative of 
mirth. She knew, however, that toil must be their 
portion, but that toil is productive of finest character- 
building, she realized. Too, she was fully aware 
that they could not have the little indulgences that 
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other pupils had. If any special gift, any talent 
should gleam out in their individualities, she would, 
never be able to assist in its development. Unless 

some kind hand were extended, there seemed no future 
for them but patient labor and self-denial. 

Often, in the night-watches, she longed for the 
“touch of the vanished hand, the sound of the voice 
that is still,” the tones of sympathy and counsel. In 
these days of depression, will the church, the beloved 
bride of Christ throw around her loving arms of sup- 
port? 

In one of Hawthorne’s exquisite stories, he repre- 
sents a tiny spirit with shining wings, lingering in 
a devasted home. Into sorrowing hearts, she poured 
her sweet sympathy, and kissed away the wounds on 
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brow and face. 
lingers behind. 

When this widow’s small check came from Louis- 
ville, she went into her little closet, all redolent with 
prayer, sometimes with tears; she thanked the Heavenly 
Father for his care, for this evidence that his Church 
remembers. 

With renewed consecration, she laid hold of passages 
like these—‘Oh, Lord, the hope of Israel, all that 
forsake thee shall be ashamed.” “A father of the 
fatherless, a judge of the widow, is God in his holy 
habitation.” ‘He is still the same, yesterday, today 
and through the ages.” And his church, whose birth 
was in the heart of God, has heard, ringing out through 
all the centuries of her existence the statement of the 
eternal God, ‘“The helpless committeth himself unto 
thee; thou hast been the helper of the fatherless.” 


Her name was Hope, and she ever 





ARIOUS donations have reached our Lousiville 
V Committee of Ministerial Relief, but one that 

touches the heart very tenderly and deeply is 
that of Mrs. M. E. Davidson, of Abingdon, Virginia, 
in memory of her missionary son, Rev. E. A. Jack- 
son, who with wife and child, went down in the 
Vestris about three years ago. 

Mr. Jackson, who had been sent out by the Baptist 
Church, had served his great denomination for twenty- 
eight years in Rio de Janeiro in Brazil. He came 
back to this country for rest and recuperation and 
spent a good part of his year in the Baptist Memorial 
Hospital in Memphis, where he underwent treatment 
for himself and where his wife endured a serious 
operation. Then, after rest and contact with loved 
friends, he set sail for Brazil accompanied by wife 





Memory That Does Not Die 


and son. Joyfully eager was he to get again into 
harness and work for the coming of the King in the 
hearts of men. 

Surely this catastrophe, like the death of William 
Borden, is one of the mysteries of God’s dealing that 
are unfathomable to our minds. Beyond the cloud- 
like veil of his providence, we are assured that we 
may see that shining of the face that assures us that 
he does all things well. Like the fragrant aroma of a 
crushed flower, we perceive the loveliness of submis- 
sion to his will in the gift sent by his mother to the 
cause of Ministerial Relief. Mrs. Davidson deplores 
not being able to send a larger gift, stating that there 
are five orphan children in this country without either 
father or mother, the children of her devoted son. 

Mary JAsPer WILLIS. 





(This may be used at some other date.) 
Theme: “The King’s World Should Be Changed.” 
1. Hymn, “Faith of Our Fathers.” 

2. Scripture Lesson, Eph. 6:10-17. 
3. Prayer by the Pastor— 


That the Church may be faithful to her Lord: 


in these great days, and that she may so 
guide and train the youth committed to her 
keeping that they may each and every one 
go out from her schools and colleges, strong 
in the Lord to fight the good fight of faith. 

4. Hymn, “I Need Thee Every Hour.” 

5. “Thy Kingdom Come”—the Relation of Students 
to the fulfilling of this petition. Short address 
by the Pastor. 

6. Intercessory Prayers for— 

1. Students in our Seminaries and Training 

Schools and colleges for men and women. 


A Suggested Program for the Wednesday Evening Prayer 
Service, February 24, 1932 


_2. For our preparatory schools and junior cdl- 
leges. 
For students in all our mission schools. 
For the children in our Orphans’ Homes. 
For our schools and colleges in foreign 
lands. 
6. For the thousands of foreign students 1 
colleges and universities of our country. 
. For childhood and youth in all state instl- 
tions of learning. 

8. For the very large number of children not 
in school at all. 

9. That the Church, the Home and the School 
may be greatly used of God in enlisting 
the youth of our country for Christ and 
his kingdom. 

7. Hymn, “O Zion, Haste.” 
Benediction. 
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the Presbyterian Church sends out a call 

to prayer for the youth of the Church 
in schools and colleges and for youth through- 
out the world. The season of prayer begins 
this year on Monday, February the 22nd, and 
runs through Sunday, the 28th—the special 
day on which all our churches are asked tc 
engage in very earnest prayer for students in 
schools and colleges. As you keep this week’s 
vigil of prayer, in the quiet place of your own 
heart; around the family altar; at prayer 
meeting and at the Sunday services, you will 
remember a picture very dear to every Ameri- 
can heart—that of George Washington, on his 
knees at Valley Forge, praying for help in a 
great hour of destiny for America. 


Pits the one hundredth and ninth year 


This is a great hour of destiny for the 
world. Tremendous and unknown forces are 
moving beneath the outward appearance of 
our old familiar world. To the students now 
in colleges and universities throughout the 
world, will fall the task of shaping the new 
age. Will that age be one of chaos and con- 
flict or will it be one in which the brightness 
of the coming Kingdom of God may already 
be discerned ? 


Once more the call to prayer goes out to 
you from your Church, After all, has the 
Church anything of more importance before 
her this month, than to pray for her children 
and youth in schools and colleges and for 
the youth of the world? Her enemies are many and 
strong and are gathering for the battle. 

“Therefore sent (the king of Syria) thither, horses, 
and chariots, and a great host: and they came by 
night, and compassed the city about. 

“And when the servant of the man of God was risen 
early, and gone forth, behold, an host compassed the 





A Vigil of Prayer for Students 


city both with horses and chariots. And his servants 





said unto him, Alas, my master, how shall we do? 


“And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with 
us are more than they that be with them. And Elisha 
prayed, and said, Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes, 
that he may see. And the Lord opened the eyes of 
the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the moun- 
tain was full of horses and chariots of fire round 
about Elisha.” 





The School Army 


(These figures are taken from The New York Times.) 
In September, 1931, 31,000,000 boys and girls, 
young men and young women entered through the 
school doors—ranging from the kindergarten to the 
university. Of the total, 25,000,000 are in elementary 
schools, About 5,000,000 are in the high schools, 
and nearly 1,500,000 are in college. But 3,326,152 
‘children from 7 to 17 years of age are still out of 
school altogether. These last are America’s lost and 
neglected children—an army of over three million. 
What a challenge to the Church is in this school 
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army! And what a challenge to the Christian homes 
in which the most privileged of these children are now 
growing up! 

It was from the home of a minister of our own 


«Church that Woodrow Wilson passed to college and 


university life and then to the stage of world affairs. 
There are thinkers, and prophets, and teachers, and 
mothers of whom the world stands greatly in need, in 
the homes of our own Church. Shall we not pray that 


the Spirit of God will lead them forth to serve in 


these great days of the world? 























































































































News Notes from Our Student Workers 


at State Institutions of Learning in the Synod of Texas 


University of Texas, Austin, Texas.—The Presby- 
terian Student Association is the inclusive organization 
through which, the Presbyterian students in the Uni- 
versity of Texas largely express their church life. It 
is a modification of the unified plan recommended by 
our Richmond Committee for young people’s societies. 
There are some two hundred and fifty students enrolled 
in the Church School classes, meeting on Sunday morn- 
ing. Those five or six classes are varied as to size, 
and as to curriculum, so that the student has the op- 
portunity to choose the type of class he will attend. 
These classes form the constituent parts of the ‘“As- 
sociation.” The whole group meets in the evening 
for their regular young people’s service. 

One feature of our student work that we have found 
very helpful is the Sunday evening supper. The stu- 
dents gather at six o’clock for supper, which is very 
light, consisting of tea and sandwiches, or cocoa and 
cakes, or something of the sort usually. The plan is 
to have four students act as hosts each Sunday, furnish- 
ing and preparing the supper for the whole group. 
We have found that it costs approximately four dol- 
lars a Sunday to do this, and that keeps it from being 
a burden on anyone. The four students who bear the 
expense on a given Sunday are through with it for 
the year, or at least for some months. The fellowship 
feature of these gatherings is important, but one al- 
most as important is that it gets the folks here on 
time for the meeting following, and this being able 
to start the meeting on time with everybody in place, 
gives a wholly different atmosphere for the conduct 
of the meeting from what it was when the members 
came in all during the service. 

Perhaps the most outstanding event of the year in 
our student work is the annual Retreat which is held 
just before the opening of the University in the fall. 
At this time, the student cabinet, composed of the 
officers of the Association, chairmen of committees, 
presidents of the classes, deacons from the student 
body, the adult counsellor, the director of religious 
education, and the pastor, go out to some convenient 
camping place for parts of three days. A careful 
program of work is prepared, including brief devo- 
tionals preceding the several discussions of the various 
parts of the year’s work, such as programs, finances, 
social activities, reaching new students, and so forth. 
The definite, serious facing of the year’s work, by the 
student leaders themselves has made the work more 
effective throughout the year than anything else we 
have ever done. 

LovuIsE Stuart Rog, 
Director of Religious Education. 


Texas Technological College, Lubbock, Texas.—A 
few days before registration for the fall term each 
year, the old Council, the newly elected Council, with 
the Young People’s Director and the Pastor, gather 
in some quiet place out-of-doors for two days of study- 
ing, planning, playing and praying. A general theme 
around which all the discussions center is carried out. 
Last year this theme was, Lord, Make Me More 
Usable. Lucky ones who are chosen for the Retreat 
come home filled with a desire to serve. They come 
back strong in Christ to do what he would have them 
do. 

Our newspaper, “The Tech Presbyterian,” is issued 
once a month by the young people. It contains one 
short editorial, plans for future work, party announce- 
ments, personals, ““The Preacher Says,” a few jokes, 
and a poem or some liners. It keeps the students 
acquainted with evervthing going on in the young 
people’s groups and in the Church. 

VircIniA McLEAN, 
Director of Religious Education. 





The Pilgrim Church 


Far down the ages now, 

Her journey well-nigh done, 

The pilgrim Church pursues her way 
In haste to reach her crown. 


No wider is the gate, 

No broader is the way, 

No smoother is the ancient path 
That leads to light and day. 


No feebler is the foe, 

No slacker grows the fight, 

No less the need of armor tried, 
Of shield and helmet bright. 


Thus onward still we press, 

Through evil and through good, 
Through pain and poverty and want, 
Through peril and through blood. 


Still faithful to our God, 
And to our Captain true, 
We follow where He leads the way, 
The kingdom still in view. 
—RHoratius Bonar. 





CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


Budget Receipts—April 1-December 31, 1930 
Budget Receipts—April 1-December 31, 1931 


Net decrease for nine months 
Amount asked for 1931-32 


Srey eS Pe EWE OE Pe $ 4,147.38 
eee PR TE ete e SE ee $325,000.00 
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Religious Education and Publication 
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Correspondence Courses of the Standard 
Leadership Training Curriculum 


ECENTLY a number of letters have come to us 
with questions such as these: “I live in a rather 
remote community. Our church is not large 

enough to put on a Standard School. I personally 
feel the need of training. I want a good course of 
study. Can I get such by correspondence?” Another 
person writes: “I am anxious to complete my twelve 
units and get my diploma. I have been hoping our 
Standard School would offer the unit I lack on ‘The 
Message and Program of the Christian Religion.’ 
Could I go ahead and take this course by correspond- 
ence so that I could get my diploma this year?” Still 
another person writes: “We do not have a single so- 
called accredited teacher in our church. We do have 
one person who is willing to lead a class on “The 
Principles of Teaching’ provided she could get the 
questions from the office and send the papers to you 
for grading. Is it possible to do this now?” 

It is to meet these specific needs that the Section 
of Leadership Training is offering a number of courses 
that can be taken by general correspondence. Are you 
wondering how to begin such a course? First, write 
to the Section of Leadership Training, stating what 
course you want to take. In case you are in the dark 
as to what type of course you need, tell us whether 
you are a teacher or a superintendent or an officer 
in your Church School, and just what particular prob- 
lems you are facing. A letter explaining the courses 
will be sent you, together with a Curriculum bulletin. 
You will find listed the approved textbooks and the 
price of these texts. After you have decided on your 
course, write directly to the Book Department, Box 
1176, Richmond, Va., for your textbook. As you 
will be studying without the aid of a teacher, you will 
find it imperative to make a thorough-going study of 
your text. When you have made this thorough-going 
study, notify the Section of Leadership Training that 
you are ready for the examination questions. These 
questions will be sent you in a sealed envelope so that 
you need not see them until you are ready to take the 
examination. Read, carefully, the general directions 
on the outside of the envelope. They are as follows: 


Do not open questions until ready to take exami- 
nation, 
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Answers should be definite, clear-cut and concise. 

Students shall write the examination at one sitting. 

Do not refer to textbook or helps unless questions 
indicate. 

Follow the sequence of questions. 

Write clearly on one side of paper and number 
questions. 

Leave a margin of about an inch on left-hand side 
of the paper. 

Write with ink or use typewriter. 

Write name on each sheet, clip together, and enclose 
examination questions with your paper. 

In sending in examination papers, remember ample 
time must be given for a careful and unhurried grad- 
ing by the examiner. 

The following courses can be taken in this way, 
by general correspondence: 

Unit No. 1 —A Study of the Pupil. 


Unit No. 2 —Principles of Teaching. 

Unit No. 3 —Old Testament. 

Unit No. 4 —New Testament. 

Unit No. 5 —Message and Program of the 


Christian Religion. 

Unit No. 6 —Teaching Work of the Church. 

Unit No. 101 —Life of Christ—Method Study. 

Unit No. 101A—Life of Christ—Content Study. 

Unit No. 101E—Life of Paul. 

Unit No. 102 Studies in the Prophets. 

Unit No. 105 —Church History. 

Unit No. 107 —Training in Worship and Devo- 

tional Life. 

Unit No. 110 —Social and Recreational Leader- 

ship. 

Unit No. 111 —Principles of Christian Service. 

Unit No. 130 —Evangelism. 

Unit No. 132 —Stewardship. 

Unit No. 133 —Country Church. 

Unit No. 306 —Materials and Methods of Voca- 

tional Guidance. 

Suppose, however, you need help on some specializa- 
tion unit, such as the right way to use your lesson 
quarterly or lesson material. Such a course on “Ma- 
terials and Methods” can be taken by supervised or 
directed study. If you are a Beginner, Primary, or 
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Junior teacher and want to take this supervised study, 
write directly to Miss E. McE. Shields, Director of 
our Children’s Division. If you are an Intermediate, 
Senior, or Young People’s teacher, and want the 
course on ‘Adolescent Materials and Methods,” write 
directly to Mrs. E. B. Paisley, 1208 Palmyra Avenue, 
Richmond, Va. In both cases an assignment will be 
sent, giving you two or three questions to work on. 
When you have completed, satisfactorily, these ques- 
tions, others will be sent. Because we feel that these 
specialization units are somewhat difficult, this type 


of directed study or supervised study is now being 
offered. 


Two hundred and fourteen certificates were earned 
through correspondence courses last year. The group 
included elders, Sunday-school superintendents, teach- 
ers, officers, and many others who have a sincere de- 
sire to study. 


There is no charge for the courses offered. There 
is no age limit after seventeen. A woman of eighty- 
seven recently earned a certificate. One of our best 
examination papers has come from an elder of one of 
our city churches. He has set for himself a high 
standard, and he has not once dropped below it. Our 
examiner has frequently commented on the excellent 
papers he hands in. Each time he has made such 
a thorough-going study of his textbook that he does 
not find the questions difficult, and each time his 
answers have been definite, concise, and clear-cut. 
Not all of our examination papers rate as high as 
this elder’s, but the majority of the papers show that 
the students have taken their course seriously and have 
put time and thought and study into it. In a few 
cases the first examination handed in has not war- 
ranted a passing grade of 70, but usually the person 
who is taking his course by correspondence is so much 
in earnest and so anxious to get the work that he is 
not easily discouraged. nor does he give up on ac- 
count of having misunderstood the questions. If a 
paper is wholly inadequate, our examiner suggest re- 
reading the textbook and re-studying, the course before 
taking another examination. It would not seem fair 
to give credit for a hurried and superficial study. The 
Section of Leadership Training is anxious for all who 
get a credit to have such an understanding of the 
course that they may be able to share their study with 
others in their local church. We are taking for 
granted that our Sunday-school officers and teachers 
are more interested in their understanding of the 
course than they are in the certificate that is given 
for the completion of the course. 
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Our examiner is a fine Christian woman who, for 
years, has been a teacher. If she finds that you have 
handed in an excellent paper, she frankly tells you 
so. If she finds you need more study, she frankly 
tells you so. She attempts to give a somewhat de- 
tailed report of all the papers except the excellent 
ones. This group, of course, does not need suggestions 
and critisms. Her chief concern is not whether the 
student answers the questions in the exact words of 
the book, but rather whether the student has gotten 
an adequate understanding of the whole course so that 
he may be able to put his study to practical account in 
his own local church. 

Colleges and universities are not only bringing to 
their campuses an increasing number of students, but 
they are going afield with extension programs in the 
form of classes and correspondence activities, Some 
of the larger institutions are spending more than a 
million dollars a year on extra-campus education. It 
is estimated that not less than 200,000 new students 
take advantage each year of these educational oppor- 
tunities. 

In view of this widespread movement among uni- 
versities and private correspondence schools, and in 
view of the general interest in adult education, it is 
an opportune time for the Church to develop a larger 
program of supervised correspondence activities in the 
field of Leadership Training. 

The Section of Leadership Training will gladly offer 
further suggestions to you in regard to correspondence 
courses. Remember that there is no charge to you, 
personally, save for the purchase of your textbook. 
Remember that the more thorough-going your study of 
your course the more helpful it will be to you and 
the more certain you will be of sharing your course 
with your own local church. We stand ready to help 
all of those who are interested and who want to avail 
themselves of this opportunity. 


Faith 
By LUCILE ENLOW 


Cast down, but not in despair, 
Beaten and spent with the fight; 
Discouraged, my heart breathes a prayer— 
I sing in the night. 





There are evils beyond my control, 
But the good that I cannot see 

Has an evidence deep in my soul 
That comforts me. 
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Budget Receipts for April 1-December 31, 1930.............. $63,541.10 


Budget Receipts for April 1-December 31, 1931 
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Budget for year approved by General Assembly............. $108,500.00 
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A book for the Superintendent. 
“IMPROVING YOUR SUNDAY SCHOOL” 
By Pau H. VIETH 
(Westminster Press, 1930. Price, $.75) 

This book is one of a series of “Handy Books for 
Church School Leaders,” edited by Dr. Lowis J. Sher- 
rill, Professor of Religious Education in the Louisville 
Theological Seminary. 

It is designed especially to offer practical sugges- 
tions for superintendents, pastors, and others whose 
duty it is to supervise the teaching of religion in the 
local church. It takes up and discusses in a very help- 
ful way the committee of religious education, train- 
ing leaders, supervision of teaching, improving the 
program, records and reports, standards and goals, 
equipment, testing spiritual results, etc. Sunday-school 
superintendents and leaders, as well as pastors, will 
find it well worth the price—J. L. F. 





A book for Teachers of Beginners. 


“GUIDING KINDERGARTEN CHILDREN IN 
THE CHURCH SCHOOL” 


By ELizABeTtH McE. SHIELDS 


(Onward Press, 1931. Price, $1.00) 

Miss Shields,- Director of the Children’s Division of 
our own Church, has in this book given to the teachers 
and leaders of beginners in the Sunday school just the 
material for which they have been looking. Questions 
concerning the handling of a group of little children, 
the helpers needed, the room and its equipment, con- 
versation, helping little children to play, telling stories, 
music, program procedure, etc., are clearly and simply 
answered. Readers of the book, however, will find 
not a mere catalog of details of organization and ad- 
ministration, but the very atmosphere of the Begin- 
ners Department. So contagious is its enthusiasm and 
so inspiring is its presentation of the work that the 
reviewer, although he knew that he did not have a 
single qualification for leading Beginners, wished to go 
out and find a department to try out his ideas —J. L. F. 





Books Recceived: 
“TWENTY-ONE” 
By ERDMAN HARRIS 


(Roy Long and Richard R. Smith, Inc., 1931. 
Price, $1.50) 


“THE CHARACTER OUTCOME OF PRESENT 
DAY RELIGION” 


By G. E. Berts 
(Abingdon Press, 1931. Price, $1.25) 





“GIRLS WHO MADE GOOD” 
By WINIFRED and FRANCES KIRKLAND 


Again the Kirkland’s have given us a group of fif- 
teen real life stories of girls who made their woman- 
hood worth while. The list includes such a variety 
of girls as: 

The girl who, starting out as the baker of pies for 
her nieces, was ready with courage and intelligence 
to be their protector from an insane woman’s attack. 
She used this same love and courage and intelligence 
to mother and protect five thousand refugee children 
in connection with the Near East Relief. 

The girl who, fired by love for literature and dra- 
matic art, self-taught, became through her portrayal 
of Juliet, of Perdita, of Hermione, the “our Mary” of 
many nations, 


Some Books to Consider 
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The girl who, through interest in the underprivi- 
leged, through wide sympathy and bubbling humor, 
through inspiring love, became the companion and 
— of the foremost figure in England’s political world 
oday. 

The girl who, returning from a European pleasure 
trip, was swept by a three-day whirlwind shipboard 
courtship into the promise so splendidly fulfilled, to 
become Mrs. Luke, of the Labrador. 

Such a wide range is here—singer, actor, Salvation 
Army lassie, equal suffrage lecturer, weaver, nurse, wife 
of a premier, deaf and blind writer and lecturer, teacher 
of mountain boys, labor leader—yet in one respect all 
these girls were alike. They dreamed true and stead- 
fastly worked to make these dreams come true. 

“They never wore doubt’s bandage on their eyes, be- 
cause they knew that if you dream enough and dream 
it hard enough, you can attain, no matter where men 
failed before.” 

Girls will like this book and will find it helpful as 
they face their life work choices—A. B. B. 





MEN WHO,PLAYED THE GAME . 
By ARCHER WALLACE 
Price, $1.00 

This is another in the series of books which Mr. 
Wallace has published for use with young people. In 
it we find an excellent selection of facts dealing with 
such men as The Man Who Discovered X-Rays, The 
Man Who Helped the Blind to Read, The Father of 
Anti-Septic Surgery, etc. Those who have to prepare 
talks for Intermediate and Senior boys and girls will 
find in this book much useful information and sug- 
gestion.—A. B. B. 








YOUTH SEEKS THE TRUTH ABOUT THE 
LIQUOR PROBLEM 


Prepared by a Special Committee Representing the 
Christian Youth Agencies of the U. S. A. 


You doubtless know that the International Council 
of Religious Education, representing the united reli- 
gious forces of the United States and Canada, decided 
early in 1931 that the special emphasis of their work 
for the young people during the closing months of the 
year 1931 should be put upon a consideration by young 
people themselves of the liquor problem. This em- 
phasis was first suggested by the Christian Youth 
Council of North America, which met in Toronto in 
June, 1930. Out of the carrying through of this em- 
phasis, a number of pamphlets or books have been 
bruught into being. “Youth Seeks the Truth About 
the Liquor Problem’ seems to us one of the best of 
these pamphlets. 

This book may be used in various ways. Young 
people may use it as a resource and guide as they take 
part in conferences or discussions on the liquor 
problem. Leaders of conferences may use it as a hand- 
book of suggestions in setting up the right kind of 
conferences in their locality. Teachers or leaders of 
youth in large or small groups may draw upon it for 
help in planning and carrying through creative dis- 
cussions of the liquor problem in churches, cities, and 
communities, where young people need and want to 
face this problem. 

The pamphlet contains only 40 pages, but is packed 
full of real information and suggestions. It sells for 
only 10c, and may be bought at $8.00 a hundred. Order 
directly from the International Council of Religious 
Education, 203 N. Wabash Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.— 
A. 8. #8. ; 

























































Week of Prayer for Schools and Colleges, Febru- 

ary 14th-21st. A special prayer should be of- 
fered during the worship service on February 14th in 
each of the three departments—Intermediate, Senior 
and Young People,—and in the Adult Division. Both 
the young people who are in college and those who are 
planning to go to college, should be remembered in this 
prayer. Prayer should also be offered for those who 
have positions of responsibility in the colleges. 

For the Workers’ Conference program try the pro- 
gram, “Leadership Training in our Church” by Miss 
Orene McIlwain. It will be found on page 712 of the 
December issue of The Earnest Worker. You will no- 
tice there is no place in this program for business. 
There should be none. All business should be dis- 
cussed at another time. Make all plans of adminis- 
tration in the meeting of the Sunday-school council 
which is composed of the general officers and depart- 
mental superintendents. If the school is small and 
business must be decided by all the teachers, have a 
separate meeting or divide the program of the Work- 
ers’ Conference into two separate parts. A Workers’ 
Conference in which business consumes all but five 
minutes is a travesty on an educational meeting. Full 
details for developing the program will be found in 
The Earnest Worker to which reference was made. 


Tw special time in February to remember is the 


Sunday School Calendar 


By JOHN L. FAIRLY, D. D. 





Sunday-school leaders are realizing more and more 
the essential place which worship has in the pro- 
gram of the school and are giving it its rightful place, 
Material for worship in the Children’s Division may 
be found ‘as a part of the lesson materials in the 
teacher’ quarterly. For the Young People’s Division 
worship programs for each Sunday may be found in 
outline in the graded Quarterlies and developed in 
full in The Program Builder. For the whole school, 
when it must meet together, worship programs may 
be found on the lesson leaves. 

February is the month when the budget is proposed. 
Does your church support the Sunday school and give 
the Sunday school the right to give all of its offerings 
to benevolences? Or, does the Sunday school have to 
care for its expenses in addition to its gifts to 
benevolences? The answer to these two questions will 
help to determine the making of the budget. It will 
be well to decide how much the school will need for 
current expenses and put it in the church budget or 
in the Sunday-school budget. Decide ‘also how much 
you will give to benevolences. Your benevolences plus 
your current expenses, if you happen to carry your 
own expenses, will be your Sunday-school budget. 
Work this out carefully. Then get the various classes 
or departments to pledge their proportionate part. 





Winners of Presbyterial Banners for 1931 


By R. E. MAGILL, Executive Secretary 


N THE face of a depression that has reduced benevolent giving and curtailed expansion programs, the 


example. 


we again express our sincere thanks. 


The list of successful schools is published below: 


Sunday schools of our Church made a most generous response on Rally Day to the appeal for funds to 
aid in training leaders and in giving Sunday-school privileges to the neglected youth of the South. The 
spirit of sacrificial giving was shown in many schools, and in this the churches should follow this fine 


To the successful contestants we extend congratulations and to all who had a part in this great offering 


LIST OF BANNER SCHOOLS FOR 1931 


Presbytery School 
ALABAMA SYNOD 

a TE TTY TET. Birmingham First 

| ee eee ees Roanoke 

SIND ixtlarts ctnasttndeng-shepStiacensiteee cena ccieae Bell’s Landing 

PEE OPED TSE. | Courtland 

ee ae Lee ae See ter Marion 





EA EP POTION, Franklin 

BNO isin cuisine Sect ei Cove Creek 

TEOVENC occ mcnmnnitinn dine awniinnnl ee Jellico 
ARKANSAS SYNOD 

BEND en diviecntilinnticibibiniaisennlereaeee Lonoke 

Ouachita 


ee ee ee ee ee eee ee ee ee ee ee 
. 
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Fit BEE 5k iced dc Clarendon 
Weshburn 2... 3 eee Prairie Grove 
FLoripA SYNOD 
POIGG | 0 nn ck ine oes 
Mie oon ca este ee oe Westminster 
FONG once oe ee ee ee Brooksville 
meee oo ee ee ee Dunellon 






EIEIO EEE 5 LL BI PSOE Elberton 
DS eee ee Se eee Barnesville 
PIS Oo os bs CU ee ie ee Monticello 
Carenee on eee eed Chicamauga 
I oo cide eterna eomrthicinkecanhs ta need: ta ae Eastman 
SONORY igi siriccis in cecal, as Parkside 








